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Verses 1-24
Tonight let"s turn to 2 Corinthians, chapter 1.

The church of Corinth had been a divided church. There was a lot of carnality, a lot of problems in their doctrines that prompted Paul"s first epistle, which is a rather stern epistle, and was a corrective epistle seeking to correct a lot of the doctrinal errors that did exist, seeking to bring them from their carnality into a real spiritual walk. A mark of their carnality, one of the marks of their carnality, was the party spirit that existed. For some were saying, "I am Baptist." And others were saying, "I am Presbyterian." And others were saying, "I"m Nazarene." Or they were actually saying, "I"m of Apollos. I"m of Cephus. I"m of Paul. I"m of Christ." And these little party spirits dividing the body of Christ.

And so, Paul wrote to rebuke this party spirit. He wrote to correct their carnality, their doctrinal errors. But the affect of his first epistle was sort of a polarizing of the people. And there were those who did repent and were corrected. They really came along after receiving Paul"s epistle, but there were others that turned more firmly against Paul. And it seemed to be those who were the Judeaizers, or perhaps those who said, "We are of Christ," and were teaching basically from the Sermon on the Mount and had not really accepted the grace of God that Paul shared that has come to us through Jesus Christ.

They began to speak despairingly of Paul, began to challenge his claim of apostleship, and thus, speaking to them with authority. And it would seem that Timothy probably delivered the first epistle, and brought back to Paul the initial reaction toward the epistle. Titus had stayed there for a while and was to meet Paul in Troas, and to give Paul a full report on the Corinthian church.

When Paul got to Troas, Titus had not shown up. And God opened for Paul an effectual door of ministry in Troas, however, he was so upset in his spirit about the possible offense that the Corinthians might have for him, rather than staying in Troas and ministering in that effectual door, he journeyed on over to Macedonia, where Titus did meet him and gave to him news of the church in Corinth which encouraged Paul. But he also heard of this faction that had set themselves against Paul, were challenging his apostleship. And so, Paul learned from Titus, now, the condition of the church in Corinth.

Timothy had been with Paul when Paul first ministered in Corinth. And so, Paul joins Timothy with him in his salutation to the Corinthian church. In verse 2 Corinthians 1:1 , notice Paul, first of all, asserts,

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God ( 2 Corinthians 1:1 ),

There were those who were challenging his apostleship, saying that he, you know, just took that title on himself. But here, he lays claim to the fact that he is an apostle by the will of God.

Now, when Paul was writing his first epistle to the Corinthians, in chapter 12, he said, "Are all apostles? Are all evangelists? Do all work miracles?" And the answer is obviously no, because it"s a rhetorical-type question. So, "Paul, an apostle by the will of God." However, God hasn"t called all to be apostles.

Now the question is, "What has God called you to be?" If I were writing to the church, I would have to write, "Chuck, a pastor/teacher by the will of God." I couldn"t really write, "Chuck, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God," for that isn"t my calling in the body. God has called me as a pastor/teacher. But, there are others who could write, "Frank, a mechanic by the will of God." "John, a fisherman by the will of God." "Mike, a car salesman by the will of God." For God has called men into all types of occupations. The important thing is that I am what I am by the will of God, that I am doing what God has willed for me to do. And it"s marvelous when you can say concerning your life, "I am walking according to the will and the plan of God for me." That whatever it is I am, I am by the will of God. So,

Paul, an apostle by the will of God, and Timothy our brother ( 2 Corinthians 1:1 ),

Because Timothy was teaching them and ministering to them when Paul first visited the Corinthian church, he joins Timothy together in his greeting. "Timothy our brother,"
unto the church of God which is at Corinth ( 2 Corinthians 1:1 ),

And then he includes all of the area around Corinth, the area of Achaia.

Grace be to you, and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ ( 2 Corinthians 1:2 ).

We recognize this as a typical Pauline salutation. He begins many of his epistles with this very similar salutation, "Grace to you," which is, of course, the typical Greek greeting of one another. "And peace," which was the typical Jewish greeting, shalom. Caras, the Greeks would greet; and shalom, the Hebrews would greet. These beautiful Siamese twins of the New Testament, coupled together.

"From God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ." Again, I would like to point out that the Lord Jesus Christ is not His name. Jesus is His name. Lord is His title that signifies relationship. And too many times people think of it as first, middle, and last name, the Lord Jesus Christ. But Lord is a title. And it"s an important title, which signifies my relationship to Him, which signifies that I am a servant; He is my master. And it is necessary for me to confess this to be saved. "For if thou shalt confess with thy mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" ( Romans 10:9 ). So, the Lord signifies the relationship.

Christ is, again, a mission, the anointed one, the mashiyach. And it speaks of the fact that He is the fulfillment of God"s promised salvation.

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort ( 2 Corinthians 1:3 );

And again, this is so typical of Paul, "Blessed be the God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ and heavenly places" ( Ephesians 1:3 ). How he begins his Ephesians epistle is quite similar to this. First of all, the greeting to the people, the grace and peace to them; the acknowledgment of his mission, being what he was by the will of God, an apostle; and then the thanksgiving to God, praise be unto God. The word blessed is actually, "praise be unto God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Father of mercies and the God of comfort."

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation ( 2 Corinthians 1:4-6 ).

So, Paul here is speaking of the afflictions that he had experienced, the sufferings that he had experienced, and the tribulation that he had experienced. We have difficulty in our minds wondering why God would allow us to experience suffering. Why God would allow us to go through tribulation. Why God would allow us to be afflicted. Because we believe that He is a God of love, and we know that He controls the circumstances that surround our lives and that come into our lives. And it is difficult for us to understand why God would allow me to suffer if He loves me so much, why God would allow me to be afflicted.

Now, Paul declares that he experienced these things in order that in them he might also experience the comfort of God, so that he would be able to comfort others with the same comfort that he had received. So, it was for their sakes, as much as his own, that God allowed these things to happen to him, for he needed to be ministered by God in these areas so that he could minister to others in these very same areas.

As I look at my own life, I realize that God has allowed a lot of difficult experiences to happen to me so that I can truly understand and sympathize and minister to those who are going through the similar or the same kind of difficulties. Had I never gone through them myself, I wouldn"t have understanding of that person"s need, where they"re coming from. But having experienced the tragic death of my father and brother, having experienced the suffering of my mother by cancer, having experienced being broke, not knowing where money was going to come from for dinner, I understand when people are going through these kind of experiences. And I can minister to them with that same comfort whereby I have been comforted by the Spirit of God when I was going through these things. And so, it"s always good to say, "I know what you feel. I"ve been there. I went through it."
And so, Paul could say, "Hey, I know the sufferings. I know the afflictions. I know the tribulation. I"ve been there." And he could comfort them. While I was there though, God proved His faithfulness to me. God saw me through. God provided the strength. God provided for me that comfort that I needed, and I am able to comfort with the comfort whereby I was comforted. And so Paul said, "Therefore, it was for your sakes, really, that I might be able to give this kind of consolation to you, the consolation that I myself received."

And whether we be afflicted [so if we are afflicted], it is for your consolation and salvation, which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your consolation and salvation. And our hope of you is steadfast, knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be also of the consolation ( 2 Corinthians 1:6-7 ).

"I know that God is faithful, and even as you have suffered as I have suffered, I know that you will come forth victoriously, as I came forth victoriously." And so, he is able to encourage them in the victory that they were going to experience, because, "I was there, and God brought me through in victory, and I know he"ll bring you through victoriously."

For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia ( 2 Corinthians 1:8 ),

Now, it is felt that Paul wrote this right after that experience that he had in Ephesus, which is recorded in the 19th chapter of the book of Acts, the latter portion, where Paul was in Ephesus, and many people were turning to Christ. And so Demetrius, the silversmith, called together all of those of his trade, and he said, "Fellows, do you realize that this new sect that is being preached here in Ephesus is destroying our business? We"ve made our livelihood selling all of these relics of the goddess Diana. Now they are teaching that Diana isn"t a goddess. Our business is suffering. Our profits are down. If this gospel continues to spread, we could be out of business. We"ve got to do something."
And so they grabbed a couple of the disciples who had been working with Paul, who were from Macedonia. And they drug them into the big arena there in Ephesus, and they began to sort of riot and carry on. And one of these fellas from Macedonia attempted to speak to the crowd. And they all began, for the space of two hours, to chant, "Great is Diana of the Ephesians." And Paul the apostle, when he heard of it, he wanted to go in, but some of the leaders of the city who loved Paul said, "Don"t do it. They"ll tear you apart. You know, it"s a mob frenzy. And if you go in there, it"s the end for you."

Well, Paul, as the result, had to flee from Ephesus. His life was in jeopardy. And so, he left from there and went over to Macedonia. And it is thought that while he was then at Troas or Macedonia, that he wrote this epistle, probably in Macedonia. He could have started it in Troas and finished it in Macedonia. That he wrote this epistle right after this harrowing experience in Ephesus where his life was really threatened. In fact, he thought he had had it. The crowd was in such a frenzy, Paul really thought that this is it, this is the end. But he was ready to go in and face them anyhow.

For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life ( 2 Corinthians 1:8 ):

It was just too much. It was beyond my ability to handle. I really despaired of my life; I really felt this was the end.

But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead ( 2 Corinthians 1:9 ):

I believe that many times, in many different areas, God brings us to the end of our own resources, emotional, physical, perhaps financial, that we get right to the end. There"s no place else to go. Where we actually give up, and we just say, "I"ve had it; I can"t do anything else. I"ve had it." Now, God"s brought me to that place many times, where I thought, "This is it. This is the end, the end of my strength, the end of my abilities." Where I have given up. And I don"t give up easily. That"s one of my problems in my spiritual walk is that I keep trying, until I have tried everything before I really turn it over to God. But God brings me to that place where, having tried everything, I now have given up. And you know, I discover something, that many times when I get to that point of just giving up, that that is the point were I experience the power of God and the work of God in my life. Not until I have run out of my strength and my resources.

A classic example comes to us from the Old Testament and that fellow Jacob, who received his name at his birth because of an incident that took place at his birth. He was the second of twins that were born, and when his mother Rachel was expecting these twins, of course they didn"t have sonograms and things in that day. They couldn"t get two heartbeats. They didn"t know, or she didn"t know that she was carrying twins. But all she knew, it was a miserable pregnancy. I mean, it was just really bad, and she said, "Lord, what"s going on? This is horrible." And God said, "There are two nations in your womb, and they"re different from each other." They were not identical twins; they were fraternal twins. "Two nations in your womb, diverse from each other, and they"re fighting each other." Poor Rachel, these two brothers going at it against each other in the womb, wailing away. And when they were born, the first brother was born all covered with hair, and so they called him Harry -- Esau. And when the twin was born, he was ready to continue the fight, because the first thing he did is reached out and grabbed Esau"s heal. And they said, "Look at that little rascal. He"s a heal catcher." And so, he got the name Jacob, which is literally heal catcher, which being translated a little more loosely would be dirty, rotten thief or dirty, sneaky thief, which, of course, would be a tough name to be tagged with. You go to school and the teacher says, "And what is your name?" And you say, "Dirty Sneaky Thief." They call roll, and they call, "Dirty Sneaky Thief?" "Here."

This conflict between the brothers continued through their lifetime. Dirty Sneaky Thief tricked his brother, or took advantage of his brother, and bought the birth right from him. And then later, deceived his father and stole the blessing, the family blessing, which should have gone to the elder brother. And when the older brother Esau found out that Jacob had stolen the blessing, he said, "My dad"s about ready to die, and as soon as he"s dead, I am going to kill that rat. I"ve had it with him. I"m going to kill him." And Jacob was more the tender sort, a momma"s boy, whereas Esau was a man of the fields, a hunter, rugged, outdoor individualist. "I"m gonna kill him. Soon as Dad"s dead, I"m gonna kill him. I swear I"m gonna kill him."

So, his mother heard the brother"s threats, and she said, "Son, you better take off. Your dad"s not doing very well and your brother has vowed to kill you. So you better take off and go stay with my brother for a while over in Heron about eight hundred miles away." And so Jacob took off. And he went to his mother"s brother Laban, who was just about as crooked as he was, and he was a dirty, sneaky thief. He fell in love with one of Laban"s daughters, said, "I want to marry your daughter, but I don"t have any dowry to give to you." So Laban says, "Well, that"s fine son, just be my slave for seven years and that can be the dowry. You can marry her." So, he became the slave of Laban for seven years, and he loved Laban"s daughter so much. He loved Rachel so much that it was just like a moment"s time. So, the day of the marriage came, the marriage ceremony. And of course, according to custom, the bride was veiled and all. So, they went into their tent, spent the night together. In the morning, when the veil was removed, it wasn"t Rachel at all, but her older, ugly sister Leah. And Jacob went storming out of the tent, got hold of Laban and said, "What have you done? That isn"t the deal that I made with you." "Sorry son, it"s just the custom. The older sister has to be married first according to our customs. If you want to work another seven years, then you can have the other one, too."

So you see, Laban was quite a match for Jacob. But in the end, Jacob won out. After seventeen years, stripping Laban of practically everything he had, he saw that things weren"t going too well anymore. They weren"t smiling at the table anymore when they looked at him. And he realized, "I gotta get out of here." And so, he left with all of the flocks and the herds and all that he had gained from his service to Laban. And now he"s on his way back home. And he comes to the border of the land, and he fords the stream of Jabbok. Set"s things up, because suddenly, he gets word from the scouts going ahead, "Your brother Esau is coming with two hundred warriors." "Oh, ho, ho, ho, man! The last time I saw this guy he had threatened to kill me. And I ran because, you know, he was going to kill me. Now he"s coming with two hundred men. What am I gonna do? I can"t go back." Because he and Laban had drawn a line, and Laban says, "Don"t you cross over this line; if you do, you"ve had it." And Jacob said, "Don"t you cross over to me, or you"ve had it, you know." And so, they put a line of, you know, don"t cross over. He couldn"t go back, but he was afraid to go forward.

Hey, Jacob was one of the most resourceful persons in the world, naturally. He was a resourceful guy. Always had an angle. Could always get the best of the other person. Totally resourceful. But now he"s cornered. In the morning, Esau will be coming over the hill with two hundred men. He can"t go back. And so, he seeks to set things up, and then beds down for the night, get a good night"s rest. "I"m going to need all the strength I can in the morning." But the Lord had other ideas. And there wrestled with him an angel of the Lord all night long. So, rather than getting a good night"s rest to face a heavy day, he finds himself wrestling all night with an angel of the Lord until the day began to break. And the angel had not prevailed against him.

Many people believe that the angel was none other than the Lord. I do believe this. It was Jesus Christ that wrestled with him. He called the name of the place Penuel, for he said, "I have seen God face to face." But it is said the angel of the Lord touched him in the thigh, and he became a cripple. Hey, what it took to get this guy to the end of himself. Because he was so clever and resourceful, God had to really deal with him in a heavy way. He"s got a line; he can"t go back. His brother"s coming with two hundred men. Now he"s been wrestling all night, he"s tired. And beyond that, now the angel touches him and he becomes a cripple. The muscle shriveled up, painful cripple.

Now at that point, he had had it. He was finally defeated. The resourcefulness, it"s all over. "I"ve had it." And so, he began to weep and cry, and he said to the angel, "Don"t leave me without blessing me."

Now according to the scripture, if you ask for a blessing, you are acknowledging the superiority of the other party, as the lesser is always blessed by the greater. You"ve read that in scripture. So, when he is asking for a blessing, he is admitting defeat. "I"ve had it. I"m defeated. Please bless me." And the angel of the Lord said, "What is your name?" And he said, "Dirty Sneaky Thief." And he said, "You won"t be Dirty Sneaky Thief anymore, but you will be a man governed by God, Israel, a man of God."

He was brought to the end of himself, but he was brought to the beginning of a whole new dimension of life. What a glorious day of victory that was for Jacob, when he was brought to the end of himself. The end of his natural cunning craftiness, and he turned his life over to God, and he became from that point, a man governed by God. So, the place of defeat was actually the place of the beginning of a life of victory.

As we so often discover in ourselves, the place where we give up, where we are forced to give up, where we despair ourselves of ever coming out of it, "This is it. I"ve had it. This is the end, and I just give up." That is the place where God then has the opportunities of working. It"s not a scripture; it"s a poem. But it has so much truth in it, it could be a scripture, and that is, "Man"s extremities are God"s opportunities." When I come to the extremity of my own self and I can"t go any further, that is the place that God has the opportunity to work in my life. And I find that God often brings me to that place in order that He might work.

Now, because of my nature, God often has to bring me to that place before He can work. Because He knows that I am basically a pretty self-confident person. Feel that I can handle a situation. And if He let me just go ahead and handle it, then I would say, "Well, I faced that." But I, you know, I just set myself and gritted my teeth and said, "I"m gonna make it, you know. And I went through." And God knows I"m that kind of a person. I"ll try and go through. And so God lets me try and try and try until I"m beat, until I come to the end of myself, and I say, "God, I can"t go through. I"ve had it." And then God opens the door. I say, "Oh God, why am I so stupid? Why did I wait so long? Why did I go through so much suffering before just turning it over to you?"

You see, the place of our defeat is often the place of the greatest victory, because we come to the end of ourselves and we turn it over to God at that point. So many people, when they get to that place, "At last, I"ve had it. This is the end." No, it"s the beginning of a whole new experience, the experience of God"s power working in your life.

So, Paul came to that place, and Paul"s the same kind of guy. He was the kind of guy, "Hey, let"s go for it," you know. A will that wouldn"t quit. So God brought him to the despairing of life. "I was pressed beyond my measure, beyond my strength, so that I despaired of life. I thought, "This is it." And we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust ourselves." And that is always the purpose for God bringing you to the end of yourself, is that you won"t trust yourself, but you"ll learn to trust in God who can raise the dead.

Who delivered us from so great a death, and doth deliver us: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us ( 2 Corinthians 1:10 );

The past, present, future. "He did deliver us. Right now He is continuing to deliver us, and I just trust He is going to deliver us." You see, the future victories are assured by the past victories. God"s faithfulness in the past is a testimony to me of His continued faithfulness in the future. God was faithful; He delivered me. God is faithful; He is delivering me. And thus, my faith and trust grows, and I know that God will be faithful, and shall deliver me. The past becomes a prophesy of the future and the basis for my trust and faith for the future.

Ye also helping together by prayer for us ( 2 Corinthians 1:11 ),

And so Paul is acknowledging his gratefulness to them because their prayers had an important part in that work of God.

that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf ( 2 Corinthians 1:11 ).

So I thank you for your prayers and your gifts for us.

For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation [manner of life] in the world, and more abundantly to youward ( 2 Corinthians 1:12 ).

So, Paul describes the way he lived with them and before them. It was in simplicity and godly sincerity. And that should be the case of every minister of God. That they learn to live a simple life in all sincerity before people. That they not be caught up with fancy clothes and fancy fashions and high-fashioned or high-life kind of a thing, but they live a simple life. And also that they live a very sincere life, that they are not one thing in the pulpit and they preach one thing, and live another. But their life is sincere before the people, and they are the same out of the pulpit as they are in the pulpit. They"re the same in the home as they are in the church, a life of sincerity.

Of course, you know the origin of that word sincere in English. It comes from Latin sini cere, and literally, it means without wax. Now, of course, in the time of Rome and the Roman kingdom, because people didn"t have much to do there were a lot of men who just sat around and chiseled on marble and made statues, bust, and so forth of different persons. And if you look at the work of these artists, it"s remarkable. It"s really outstanding. I"ve been through the museum in Greece and in Rome, and have seen a lot of the work that goes back to that period. But you know, even an artist can sometimes make a mistake. And you might be trying to get just the right curve on the nose and the hammer slip, and wham; the nose pops off of this bit of marble. Well, these fellas became very clever. They had learned how to take wax and mix it with marble to where it looked just like marble. And so, they would patch up this broken nose with wax. And you would buy this beautiful statue, not knowing that the nose was wax. And come summertime, on those hot days, you"d walk into your family room and look at your beautiful statue that you"ve paid so much for, and the nose had melted and run down the face. And so the word sincerity, without wax.

What you see is what you get. That you are the same, that you live a very sincere life. And thus, Paul expressed his life, his manner of living before them in simplicity and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God.

For we write none other things unto you, than what ye read or acknowledge; and I trust ye shall acknowledge even to the end ( 2 Corinthians 1:13 );

In other words, "I"m not two-faced; I"m just straight. And the things I write to you, I"m not thinking something else. There isn"t a double meaning in what I am saying."
I had a woman in the church that I pastored one time that was always looking for a secondary meaning. And she would call me up on the phone on a Monday morning, and she would say, "Now Pastor Smith, last night when you said "good night" to me, what did you really mean by that?" And always, you know, "What do you really mean? What are you really trying to say to me?" Well, for one thing, I"m too stupid to, you know, have hidden kind of cryptic messages in what I say. I say what I mean, and I mean what I say.

And so, Paul is declaring the same thing about himself, "What I acknowledge to you is the same. You know, it"s what you read and acknowledge. I don"t have any other writing, that"s what I feel towards you, that"s what it is."
As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus. And in this confidence I was minded to come unto you before, that ye might have a second benefit ( 2 Corinthians 1:14-15 );

Now, "I really intended to come." What Paul had said, he had written earlier and said he was coming to them, and then he didn"t show up. And so, those detractors of Paul were saying, "Oh, the guy"s fickle. You can"t take him for his word. He just said that, but he really didn"t mean it." And so Paul here is bearing witness to the fact that he was sincere when he wrote the things and acknowledged the things, that"s what he was intending to do. He was sincere in it. "And I was intending to come unto you."

And to pass by you into Macedonia, and to come again out of Macedonia unto you, and of you to be brought on my way toward Judea ( 2 Corinthians 1:16 ).

I was, really. That was what I had in mind.

When I therefore was thus minded, did I use lightness? ( 2 Corinthians 1:17 )

Or the Greek word is fickleness. Was I fickle when I said that?

or the things that I purpose, do I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be yea, yea, and nay, nay? ( 2 Corinthians 1:17 )

He says "yes," but he really means "no." He says "no," but he really means "yes." Now Jesus said, "Let your yes be yes and let your no be no. Be a man of your word" ( Matthew 5:37 ). They were accusing Paul of violating this. "He is not a man of his word. He said he was going to come; he didn"t come. He never intended to come in the first place, you see." And they were using the fact that he didn"t show up as a tool against him. But Paul is saying, "Hey, I was sincere. I"m not fickle."

But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay ( 2 Corinthians 1:18 ).

"I was really intending to do it; it was in my mind to do."
For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus and Timotheus ( 2 Corinthians 1:19 ),

So Timothy was there, and Silvanus was with Paul when he first preached in Corinth.

was not yea and nay, but in him was yea ( 2 Corinthians 1:19 ).

The gospel that we preached was a positive gospel. It was straightforward. It wasn"t a two-faced thing. And then he declares,

For all the promises of God in him are yea ( 2 Corinthians 1:20 ),

In other words, "All of the promises of God to us have been fulfilled in Jesus."
and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us ( 2 Corinthians 1:20 ).

Jesus is the assurance to us that God"s promises are all true. And all of God"s promises to you are wrapped up in Christ. God has promised to give you life, that life that is in Jesus. This is the record God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in the Son. God has promised to give you peace, but that peace is in Jesus. God has promised mercies to you, but those mercies are coming to you in Jesus. All of the promises in Him are yes, or are fulfilled in Him to us, and the fact that God sent His Son is the assurance to us that God is going to keep all of His word and all of His promises that He has made to us of that eternal kingdom and the glory that we shall share with Him, world without end. Jesus is the affirmation to you that God has meant what He said and that He will keep all of the promises that He has made of the coming kingdom and the glory of that kingdom that shall be yours when you live with Him in His kingdom forever.

So, Paul is declaring here, Jesus, the assurance. He is the yes of God to us.

Now he who has stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God ( 2 Corinthians 1:21 );

It is God"s work. Paul is acknowledging the One that has established us with you in Christ and has anointed our lives.

Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts ( 2 Corinthians 1:22 ).

The earnest, the word there is a Greek word, which is like our word deposit or down payment. Paul tells us in Ephesians chapter 1 that God has given to us, "He has sealed us with the Holy Spirit, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession" ( Ephesians 1:13-14 ). God has purchased you that you might be His forever, that you might share in the glory of His eternal kingdom.

Now, to show you that He is sincere, He has given you a down payment. "Yes, I really intend to complete my redemption of you. To show you that I am sincere, I"ll give you a deposit, a down payment: the Holy Spirit, sealed. Sealed with the Holy Spirit." Of course, the idea of the seal was a stamp of ownership. "You"re mine. I claim you. Here"s the down payment, and one day I"ll redeem your body and bring you into glory. But in the meantime, I"m sincere. Here"s the Holy Spirit to prove My sincerity. He is the earnest." And so, God has given to us the Spirit, sealed us, given us the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

Moreover I call God for a record upon my soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth ( 2 Corinthians 1:23 ).

The first word that Paul got back from Corinth wasn"t so encouraging. And he was upset, and was going to come and just take off into them, you know, just really go at it as the natural man would. And he was patient, waiting to hear the full word from Titus before coming. And so, "It was really to spare you that I didn"t come."
Not for that we have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye stand ( 2 Corinthians 1:24 ).

Paul"s glory is additive. "I didn"t want to come and have dominion over you." There are many people, many pastors today that want to have dominion over the people. "Now don"t you dare go to another fellowship. Don"t you dare do this or that." And they want to have dominion over the people. Paul said, "I don"t want to have dominion over your faith. I want to just share in the joys. Great position to be in, for by faith you stand. I just want to help you to experience the full joy in the Lord."

I was in a church for so many years where they exercised dominion, that I was almost afraid of going to another church. I"d surely, you know . . . "Well, if you go to another church, you pray the rapture doesn"t happen while you"re there. Because they"re not as spiritual or righteous or all as we are, you know." And it was terrible to feel so bound. And that"s why I think that I"ve always ministered with such liberty. I"ve always felt that if you have to tie someone to keep them, you don"t have them anyhow. You better let them go than have them there screaming because of their bondage. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-17
But I determined this with myself, that I would not come again to you in heaviness ( 2 Corinthians 2:1 ).

"I wrote a heavy letter to you, but I was determined that I wasn"t going to come again in heaviness."
For if I make you sorry [by having to rebuke you and deal with those issues], who is he then that maketh me glad, but the same which is made sorry by me [the ones that I made sorry]? ( 2 Corinthians 2:2 )

"You rejoice me, you cause my heart to rejoice when I see your faithfulness and all, but here I am rejoicing in the very same persons, they"re causing me to rejoice, the very same persons that I had to make sorry."
And I wrote this same unto you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow from them of whom I ought to rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all ( 2 Corinthians 2:3 ).

So, "I didn"t want to have sorrow when I came, I wanted it to be a joyful experience when I come. I want us both to be able to rejoice."
For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote unto you ( 2 Corinthians 2:4 )

"That first epistle was a hard thing to write. I want to you know that it was hard for me; it was with a lot of anguish and with a lot of tears. The anguish of my heart, I wrote to you with tears. It wasn"t, you know, the heavy rebuke of a hard-fisted tyrant. But the first epistle was coming out of a broken heart."
I think that we so often misunderstand God. Because we so often think of God coming down on our heads as a heavy tyrant, you know. When we read in the Bible the stories of the Bible, it"s too bad that we can"t somehow have it in record that we could hear the tone of voice. Because many times, the tone of voice really determines what is actually said. And your relationship with God, or your understanding of God, oftentimes, I believe, puts the wrong tone of voice on the word of God.

For instance, when Adam sinned in the garden and God came down to talk with Adam, and Adam hid himself from God. And God said, "Adam, where art thou?" What tone of voice do you hear? Heavy judgment, an arresting officer? Hand up, you"re under arrest? I don"t hear that tone of voice at all. I hear the sob of a heartbroken father. "Adam, where are you? What have you done?" And the disappointment of a heartbroken father over the failure of man, even as Jesus wept over Jerusalem when He saw what their actions was going to bring upon them. And God, knowing what Adam"s action was going to bring upon mankind, sobbing over the failure of man. And when God deals with you, it"s with tears, a heart filled with anguish. For He loves you and He wants only the best for you. Don"t misunderstand God.

Paul didn"t want them to misunderstand him, God"s servant. "That heavy letter that I had to write to you, it was hard. I did it with anguish. It was with tears."
not that ye should be grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have more abundantly unto you. But if any have caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all ( 2 Corinthians 2:4-5 ).

Now, you remember when he wrote the first epistle, he wrote to them concerning that man that was living in an adulteress relationship with his father"s mother, or with his father"s wife. And Paul had told the church that they should put him out of the fellowship, that they weren"t to keep company with a brother who was an adulterer, that they should turn him over to Satan for the destruction of his flesh. It was not good that they just accepted and received this man into the fellowship of the believers, because he was leaven, and a little leaven will leaven the whole lump.

Now, they did follow Paul"s injunction. They put the fellow out because of the adulteress life that he was living, but the desired effect came. The man did repent, and he wanted now to come back into fellowship, having cleaned up his act. But there were those that were still going to keep him from fellowship. And Paul is saying:

Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many. So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him ( 2 Corinthians 2:6-8 ).

Time now to receive him back.

For to this end also did I write, that I might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices ( 2 Corinthians 2:9-11 ).

So, Paul encourages them to take the fellow back in, lest Satan really get hold of the guy and he lose out. That if they forgive him, he forgives him, in the stead of Christ, he offers that forgiveness. Jesus said to him, "Every sins you remit, they shall be remitted. Whoever"s sins you retain, they shall be retained" ( John 20:23 ). Paul here is, in the name of Christ, forgiving the man because of the man"s repentance.

Now, God doesn"t require us to forgive, except there be repentance. If he repents, forgive him. Now, that bothers a lot of people. But I like to suggest that you think that through. God does not forgive apart from repentance. Jesus said, "Unless you repent, you"re going to perish" ( Luke 13:3 ). God will not forgive apart from repentance. But where there is repentance, then there ought to be, and should be, immediate forgiveness. If your brother offends you and repents, forgive him. But there is not a requirement of forgiveness apart from repentance that I know of in the scriptures.

We are not ignorant of Satan"s devices. Now, our problem is that we are ignorant many times of Satan"s devices. I think that a lot of times we have real difficulty, because we don"t recognize the real source of conflict, being ignorant of Satan"s devices. I believe that Satan is able to attack us in the realm of the spirit, also in the realm of our emotions. I feel that some days when we just feel out of sorts and nasty, that really it is a spiritual attack of the enemy against us. I feel that a lot of times when there is this unrest within the home, the children are really on each other, that it is a spiritual battle that is going on. And if we are ignorant of Satan"s devices, many times we can be drawn into these conflicts and we can lose our joy and the blessing of the Lord upon our lives as we get drawn into this physical kind of a contact. Satan is constantly trying to draw you into the physical realm to battle with you, because if he can get you into the physical arena, he can knock your block off. He can beat you to pieces. That"s why I never like to meet him in the physical arena, in the area of the flesh. I don"t want to meet him. I only want to meet him in the spiritual arena, because there I have the great advantage -- the name of Jesus Christ.

And so, a lot of times we have problems when we are ignorant of Satan"s devices, and we need to recognize the source of this problem that we are facing. And recognizing the source, it is Satan that is coming against us. It is Satan that is allowing this or doing this to us. Then I can deal with it, and I resist him in the name of Jesus, and then I rejoice for the glorious victory that I have in Christ.

So those are the three R"s of the spiritual walk. The recognition of the source of the problem. The resisting of his work, for the Bible says, "Resist the devil and he will flee from you" ( James 4:7 ). And then the rejoicing in the victory that we have through Jesus Christ over every work of the enemy. So remember the three R"s. Don"t be ignorant of his devices, or you can find yourself really being defeated more often than you"d like to be.

Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ"s gospel ( 2 Corinthians 2:12 ),

He had gone to Troas from Ephesus in Acts, Chapter 20.

and a door was opened unto me of the Lord, I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them [so I left them], I went from thence into Macedonia ( 2 Corinthians 2:12-13 ).

So, Paul went to Troas. Opportunity was given to him to preach, but his spirit was so heavy, because Titus wasn"t there, who was to meet him and bring him news of the church in Corinth. "We went on over to Macedonia." He just was restless, concerned, so concerned for the condition of the church in Corinth, for the believers there.

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every place ( 2 Corinthians 2:14 ).

So, Paul gives thanks to God who causes us to always triumph. I love that. In Christ.

For we are unto God a sweet savor of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one we are the savor of death unto death; and to the other the savor of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? ( 2 Corinthians 2:15-16 )

God has made me responsible to be his representative, to bring a message to people, which to some is a message of eternal life, a sweet savour unto God, life to life. But to others who reject and who refuse, it"s a message of death, of judgment. I bear God"s word. To believe and to receive means life; to reject means death. To bear that kind of message, a message of life and death, is a heavy responsibility. The message that I bring, the teaching of God"s word that I bring, a person"s eternal life hangs in their believing that message. That is why it is so important that I teach the message clearly, that I teach it plainly, and that my life backs up what I say. Because it"s a person"s eternal life that"s at stake. And if I get too much of my personality into it and they find my personality obnoxious and they go away from the message because of the way I have presented it, it was offensive or obnoxious to them, then it was a savor of death unto death. Tragic.

So, it is a heavy responsibility that I have in bearing this message, because it is life or death. And that is why Paul said, "Who is sufficient for these things? I mean, hey, I can"t handle that, that I am responsible of bearing a message that can mean life or death. That"s eternal life or death. Who is sufficient for these things?"
In the next chapter . . . and it"s too bad we don"t get there tonight, because Paul gives the answer to this question, "Who is sufficient for these things?" He says, "For our sufficiency is not of ourselves, but of Christ" ( 2 Corinthians 3:5 ). If that weren"t the case, I wouldn"t be here. You know, if God put it all on me, I"d say, "Noooo way." But our sufficiency is of Christ.

For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God ( 2 Corinthians 2:17 ):

There are people today who are guilty of corrupting the word of God, twisting the scriptures to their own ends, in order that they might gather a following after themselves. People who are always looking for some secret meaning within the scripture, making it mean something other than what it says. "Now, that"s not really what God meant. What God meant was..." And then they go off on their own little tangents. "I"ll tell you what God really meant to say. I know He said that, but that"s not what He meant. Let me tell you what God really meant." And I become God"s interpreter. Dangerous place to be, a place I don"t want to be.

For I personally feel that God meant what He said. And if God didn"t mean what He said, I don"t know why He didn"t say what He meant. But I do believe God meant what He said, and thus, I believe that always the plain and obvious meaning of the scripture is the correct interpretation. Unless your understanding of that scripture makes it seem foolish, then your understanding is wrong; your interpretation is wrong. Because God didn"t say anything foolish. But I believe that the plain and obvious meaning. I believe that God meant what He said, and I believe that any of you can go home and take your Bible, and read it, and understand it, and know what God said, and know what God meant to say.

I don"t have any science and health and keys to the scriptures to tell you what God meant to say. I don"t have any Awake Magazines to tell you what God meant to say. I don"t have any revelations from the angel Moroni to tell you what God meant to say. You see, people always say, "Well, there are so many religions and there are so many churches, and they say different things, so I"m confused. I don"t know who to believe, so I don"t go to any church." Agreed. A lot of churches are saying a lot of different things. And they are all saying they are right. Then how do I know? Just read the Book.

You see, we don"t have any other books to pedal. We tell you, "Just read the Book." I"m not afraid of anything that you will come to believe by just reading this Book. I have such confidence in this Book and in the Holy Spirit to guide you in your understanding of this Book, that I don"t have any worries or fears about what you"re going to come to believe by reading this Book.

I don"t have to say to you, "Oh now, don"t read that book. If you read that you"ll get confused. You can read this for two years and you"ll be in darkness. But you read our books which explain this book to you. And you don"t have to read this book anymore, all you read is our explanations."
Why do they have to do that? Because if you just read this Book, you"ll never come to their explanations. I mean, they are so weird and far out, that unless it was explained to you that way, you would have never have guessed it. You could never have come to believe it that way, except it was taught to you that this is what God really meant.

Hey, I don"t have any qualms or fears about your reading the Book. In fact, I encourage you, read the Book and get it first hand. Let God speak to you right out of His word. You"re not going to come up with any weird doctrines or be lead astray. The Spirit of God, who is the Spirit of truth, will lead you into all truth if you"ll read the Book.

Now, that"s what makes us different. Others are afraid for you to read the Book, unless you also read theirs. Definitely read theirs. Because you can"t understand this Book, you see. No, no, that"s not so. You can understand this Book, for the Spirit of God will teach you the truth. Read the Book.

For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ ( 2 Corinthians 2:17 ).

We speak as God"s servants before God, His truth.

Father, we thank You for Your word which gives light, for the entrance of thy word gives light. The light unto our path to guide us into truth. May we walk in the light and in the truth of thy word. Bless, Lord, thy word to our hearts tonight. Help us to assimilate it, to meditate upon it, and to feed from it, that our spiritual man might grow and become strong. In Jesus" name, Father. Amen.

May the Lord keep His hand upon your life in a wonderful way this week. May it be a week of spiritual growth, as you come to a richer, fuller understanding of the grace and the love of God towards you that He has demonstrated in Jesus Christ. And may the promises of God be to you "yes" in Christ, and may you begin to experience the richness and the blessings of those promises of God as His peace and His joy and His love fill your life. And may He use you as His instrument in sharing that joy and peace with others. In Jesus" name. "

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-18
Shall we turn tonight to the third chapter of II Corinthians.

Paul the apostle, it seemed, had the detractors to his ministry, men that followed him around seeking to discredit him. There are always those, it seems, who are ready to come in upon another man"s work, and to reap the benefits of another man"s labor, but aren"t really willing to go out and to break fresh ground themselves. Those that endeavor to live off the body of Christ, rather than really developing the body of Christ.

The body of Christ is not expanded by transferring people from one fellowship to another. The body of Christ is expanded when we become a witness to the world and we bring others to Jesus Christ who do not know Him.

There were those who were willing to go around and follow Paul. To come into the areas that Paul had plowed, where Paul had planted, and seek to uproot Paul"s ministry, drawing people to themselves. Seeking to discredit Paul in the eyes of the people. Such was the case in Corinth. Those who followed Paul, putting down Paul and his message of the gospel of grace, seeking to bring the people under the law. Challenging Paul"s authority as an apostle. Lifting up themselves as the authorities and the authorized ones.

And so it seems rather tragic that oh, blessed brother Paul was always, it seems, defending himself against those detractors, as though he needed to. And so, in chapter three we find this again the case.

Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles [letters] of commendation from you? ( 2 Corinthians 3:1 )

These people coming in and presenting their letters of authority, which were many times falsified. Spurious. Paul said, "Look, do I need to have letters of commendation when I come to you, or do I need to seek letters of commendation from you when I go elsewhere?"
Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men ( 2 Corinthians 3:2 ):

"Your faith in Jesus Christ, your existence as a church is all of the recommendation that I need. You are proof of my apostleship. You are proof of the validity of my ministry. The very fact of your existence is all that is necessary to prove the authenticity of my calling."
Now, the person who doesn"t have that kind of proof needs all kinds of phonied up documents to tell how great they are. I get a kick out of some of the letters that I receive. Enclosed with them, all of these letters of commendation. Your ministry itself bears witness to your calling.

And so Paul said, "You are my letters of commendation. The fact that you exist, that"s all that"s necessary. That"s all the proof I need of my calling of God." 

Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshly tables of the heart. And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward ( 2 Corinthians 3:3-4 ):

So, Paul just sort of lets it rest there. 

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God ( 2 Corinthians 3:5 );

Now, Paul in the last of the last chapter, you remember, cried out, "And who is sufficient for these things?" ( 2 Corinthians 2:16 ) There have been so many times when I have faced the issues of the ministry and I said, "Oh, Lord, who is sufficient for these things? Who"s able to do this?" And Paul asked the question, "Who is sufficient for these things?" And now he answers his own question: "Not that we think that we have any sufficiency within ourselves, or not that we are sufficient within ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God."

I believe that God deliberately allows us to come to the end of our own capacities and abilities in order that we might learn to trust in Him. In order that we might draw from that all-sufficiency from Him.

God revealed Himself to Abraham as El Shaddai, which means the all-sufficient One. And it"s always good to know the all-sufficient One and to be able to rely upon the all-sufficient One to fill up that which I am lacking when I come to the end of my own resources. How many times we are driven to draw from that sufficiency that God has provided for us through Jesus Christ. And Paul said He is the One,

Who also hath made us able ministers of the [new covenant or] new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life ( 2 Corinthians 3:6 ).

Now, this is one passage of scripture that, unfortunately, is often quoted out of context, especially by those who are looking for a more experiential relationship with God. Who are looking for more exciting experiences in the things of God. So often you"ll hear them say, "Oh, but the scripture says, "The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life."" As though the word of God or the teaching of the word of God will kill you, but the Spirit or the moving of the Spirit and the experiences of the Spirit brings life. That is a gross misquotation, because it is taking the scripture totally out of its context.

The Bible tells us concerning the word of God that it is alive and powerful, and it is sharper than a two-edged sword, and it"s able to divide between the soul and the spirit, the bone and the marrow ( Hebrews 4:12 ). The word of God, the letter does not kill. It"s alive. It"s powerful, and it brings life.

The letter that kills is the letter of the law. And Paul here declares, "I am the able minister of the New Testament, the new covenant." The old covenant was by the law, and the old covenant in the letter of the law does condemn us to death. If you want to be righteous before God by the keeping of the law, then it"s too late. It"s already condemned you to death. You"ve been destroyed. The letter of the law kills. For the law said, "He that does these things shall live by them" ( Romans 10:5 ). But also it says, "If you keep the whole law, and yet you violate in one point, you"re guilty of all" ( James 2:10 ). And thus, the law condemns every one of us to death. And it is the letter of the old covenant of the law that condemns us to death. But it is the Spirit in the new covenant that brings us life, spiritual life.

And now he goes on to talk about,

But if the ministration of death [under the law], [which was] written and engraven in stones, [it] was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be done away [passing away] ( 2 Corinthians 3:7 ):

Now, there is a misunderstanding, many times, as the purpose of the veil. When Moses came down with the tables of stone, having met with God there on the mount, having been privileged to see the afterglow of God, God said to Moses, "What do you desire?" And he said, "Lord, show me Thyself." And God said, "You can"t look at Me and live, but you stay there in the rock, I"ll pass by, and then you can see the afterglow." And it was so glorious that Moses" face shone for days after he came down from the mount with the tables of law for the people.

But he put a veil over his face, not because they couldn"t look at the glory on the face, but because the glow was beginning to fade, and they didn"t want them to see the fading glow. But that was only a witness of the law that had been given, that it was going to be phased out that God might establish the new covenant through Jesus Christ. And so, the purpose of the veil was that they would not see the receding glory that was upon his face. We"ll get that when we get a few verses down.

But this ministration of the law was glorious so that they could not steadfastly look at the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance which was fading away.

How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? ( 2 Corinthians 3:8 )

Or even more glorious. If the old covenant which condemn man to death was so glorious and given in such a glorious way, how much more this new covenant of life through Jesus Christ is glorious to those who have received it?

For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that excelleth ( 2 Corinthians 3:9-10 ).

In other words, there is really no way to compare the glory of the old covenant with the exceeding glory of the new covenant. That new relationship that we have to God through Jesus Christ excels in glory. Brings us into such glory.

You see, the old covenant was predicated upon man"s faithfulness and man"s obedience. The purpose of the covenant is always to bring man into a relationship with God. That"s the primary purpose. The old covenant failed. Not because it wasn"t good, but because man was weak and man failed. It was predicated upon man"s obedience, man"s faithfulness.

Now, this new covenant cannot fail, because it"s predicated upon God"s faithfulness to His word. A covenant predicated upon my faithfulness to the word of God failed; I couldn"t be faithful. But we know that God is faithful to His word, and thus, this new covenant whereby we stand tonight is certain, is sure. That"s why we can say with such assurance, "I know in Whom I have believed, and I"m persuaded that He is able to keep that which I committed" ( 2 Timothy 1:12 ). And I"ve committed my life and my future to Him, and I"m confident that He shall bring me into the fullness of His glory, because He is faithful to His word. His word cannot fail. He will not fail.

So, the new covenant excels in glory, because it"s based upon God and His faithfulness. 

For if that which is done away [that is, the old covenant under the law] was glorious [was made glorious] ( 2 Corinthians 3:11 ),

For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that excels. Nothing to compare with. 

For if that which was done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious. Seeing then that we have such hope, we use great [boldness or] plainness of speech: And not as Moses, which put a veil over his face, that the children of Israel could not steadfastly look to the end [or to the phasing out or the fading] of that which is abolished ( 2 Corinthians 3:11-13 ):

You see, here it declares that it was because it beginning to fade away and they didn"t want them to see this thing fading out.

But their minds were blinded: for until this day [there] remaineth the same veil untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which veil is done away in Christ ( 2 Corinthians 3:14 ).

So "blindness has happened to Israel in part, until the fullness of the Gentiles is come in" ( Romans 11:25 ). Even when they read the law, there is a veil over their faces, that they don"t really understand the law. A very sad thing has taken place among the Jewish people. For though they still verbally hold to the law, they do not practice or follow the law in establishing a righteous standing before God.

Under the law, under the old covenant, it was necessary that there be a death of a substitutionary animal to atone for their sins. You would bring the animal to the priest. You would lay your hands upon its head. You would confess your sins over the animal, and then the priest would slay the animal and offer it as a sacrifice, a sin offering for you. And thus, your sins would be covered, and you would then be able to approach the holy God.

Now today, the veil is over their faces, for they are endeavoring to approach God through their own good works, ignoring the fact that God required the sacrifice of an animal. "For the wages of sin is death" ( Romans 6:23 ). "And without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins" ( Hebrews 9:22 ). They have substituted, now, the sacrifice of the animal, and are trying to instead place their good efforts and their good works as the basis for their coming to God and their righteous standing before God. Nowhere in the law are substitutes ever suggested for the sacrifices. And thus, a veil is over their face even when they read the law today, as they think that by their good efforts and good works they can atone for their sin. But their minds were blinded. For until this day, there remains the same veil that"s not taken away. Their minds blinded to the truth. Israel is blind in part.

Now, this veil is really done away in Christ. When you see Jesus Christ as our perfect substitute for our sins, our sacrifice, we come to an understanding of the righteousness of God being satisfied through the death of Jesus Christ.

But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart ( 2 Corinthians 3:15 ).

They are just blinded to the truth. 

Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty ( 2 Corinthians 3:17 ).

Though there are couple of passages here that the Pentecostal people really grab onto, this is the second one. The first one is, "The letter killeth, the spirit gives life" ( 2 Corinthians 3:6 ). This is another one that they latch on to, "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." And they interpret that in a very broad way. There is liberty to do all kinds of things. Liberty to scream out and to shout out and to run up and down the aisles, and you know, whatever happens to suit their fancy. Again, it is taking it out of context. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty from the law and from the bondage of the law. Free from the law, there is no condemnation, for Jesus provides a perfect salvation. And so, this is freedom from the requirements of the law. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty."

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass [or as in a mirror] the glory of the Lord, are changing into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord ( 2 Corinthians 3:18 ).

The work of God"s Spirit within our heart is to conform us into the image of Jesus Christ. When God first made man, He made man in His image. God said, "Let us make man after our image, and after our likeness" ( Genesis 1:26 ). And so was man created in the image of God.

But through sin, man fell and no longer was in the image of God. The image of God being a spiritual image. God is a spirit. Man was created a spirit being, dwelling in the body, possessing a consciousness. But God said, "In the day that you eat, you will surely die" ( Genesis 2:17 ). When man sinned, his spirit died.

And so, Paul writing to the Ephesians said, "And you hath He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins" ( Ephesians 2:1 ). God"s chief emotional attribute is love. God made man with a capacity to love, a need for love. God is light, and so God created man with a light and mind and a consciousness of God. But through sin, man came into darkness. His foolish heart was darkened. And so man made in the image of God, fallen from that image. But now, the purpose of God is to restore man into His image again. That man might receive a restoration of that which God intended him to be before he fell. And that is what the Spirit is doing in our lives tonight as we yield ourselves to the work of God"s Spirit within us. He is conforming us into the image of Christ.

Now we all with open face or unveiled faces. The children of Israel have a veil. Every time they read Moses, a veil is over their heart and their eyes are blinded. "But we, with open faces as we behold as in a mirror the glory of the Lord." As I am looking in the mirror, seeing my reflection, I can see the work of God that is taking place in my life as the Spirit of God is changing me and bringing me into the image of Jesus Christ. How beautiful it is to look at God"s work in our own life, and just to marvel at what God has done.

There have been areas in my life, the old nature, that were extremely ugly. I used to have an ugly temper. Easily ignited at the slightest provocation. And it was ugly. And I didn"t like what I saw in me. I hated that nasty demonstration of that temper. And I tried to control it, but I just couldn"t. Things would happen, and before I knew it, poof, it was gone and I"d blown up. And here I was ashamed, embarrassed at the things I did and the things I said. Guilty, defeated. With all of my efforts, I couldn"t control it. And one day I said, "God, I"m sorry. I just can"t do it. I"ve tried, Lord. I just can"t do it." And I gave up in despair ever hoping to have control over that temper.

And then the Spirit took over. And He did for me what I couldn"t do for myself. And He took away the inward boiling, the inward steam. It wasn"t a thing of my keeping the cap on the pressure, seething inside, ready to just explode, but just holding tight and keeping the lid on, you know. But somehow, the Spirit from within took away the pressure, the steam. And I could look at a situation or I could experience a situation where at one time I would have exploded violently into that ugliness. And there were no more explosions. And as I look from the mirror, I saw the Spirit"s work in my life changing me into the image of Jesus.

How glorious it is when God works in us by His Spirit, bringing to pass those changes, removing the ugliness of the self-life and of the old life and conforming us more and more into the image of Jesus Christ. And as David, "And I shall be satisfied, when I awake, in His likeness" ( Psalms 17:15 ).

Someday when I look in the mirror and I see the Lord, I"ll be in glory at that point, but what a day that"s going to be when the Spirit"s job is finished in my life and I am completely conformed into the image of Jesus Christ.

"Beloved, now are we the sons of God, it does not yet appear what we"re going to be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we will be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is" ( 1 John 3:2 ). But thank God each day there are changes that are taking place, as the Spirit of God continues His work in my life, conforming me into the image of God"s dear Son.

How does it happen? By just continuing to look to Jesus. When I look to myself, I can"t do it. When I look to others to aid me, they can"t do it. The only place that I can find really effective help is by looking to Jesus Christ. It seems that we want to look to man so quickly. "Oh, let"s run down and counsel with a pastor on this. Let"s see if he has some magic words that will change us."
We"re always getting calls. The story goes basically like this: "I"ve talked to seven other pastors and they haven"t been able to help me. Now I want to talk to Chuck." Hey, I"m sorry, friend, but I don"t have any help either. I don"t have any magic formulas. I don"t have any magic words. Your changes that are so necessary are not going to come to pass through counseling sessions. Looking to man. Those changes that are necessary can only come to pass when you look to Jesus Christ.

I don"t know where the church ever got messed up in these counseling programs. Getting people to depend upon the counselor to solve their problems. There is an interesting study that has just been released by, I think it"s the Sells Eisnick report. Oh, it"s really stirring things up something fierce. For they have made a pretty comprehensive study of people with mental problems who have turned to psychoanalysts to solve their problems. And they have found that when a person turns to a psychoanalyst to help them with their problem, in 45 percent of the cases, by the end of a year"s therapy with a psychoanalysis, only 43 percent could quit counseling, were helped enough that they needed no more counsel. Only 43 percent.

Those who went to psychotherapists, it was a little better: 52 percent did not have to continue after a year. Those who could afford a psychiatrist came off a little better. For 61 percent who went to psychiatrists did not have to continue counseling after the year. However, those who didn"t go to anybody, 73 percent didn"t need any counseling at the end of the year.

As I said, this study is turning the whole field of psychology on its ear right now. It"s really the big buzz through all the universities, the release of this report. But it"s just pointing out what I am telling you. Your help is going to come from the Lord. It"s looking unto Jesus that you"re going to find your answers. And as long as you"re looking unto man and trying to make a crutch out of some counselor, you"re not going to make it. You"ve got to turn to Jesus and find the help that He offers. So, "we with open face beholding the glory of the Lord are then changed from glory to glory into the same image," as His Spirit is working within our hearts.

The best thing any counselor can do is make you dependent upon Jesus Christ. The greatest service any counselor can do for you is to bring you to Jesus Christ and to a dependency on Him, because He"s the only One who"s going to bring you any help.

Several years ago when I was counseling a psychiatrist, he made me a very lucrative offer to go into business with him. He wanted me to begin counseling in his offices. He had a clinic and he said, "I can give you the technical problem with that person. I can tell you what"s gone wrong." But he said, "Having done that, I can"t do much more." He said, "You have the answers. I want you to work for me."

But the answer is just pointing people to Jesus Christ. Get people to trust in Him. Get people to look to Him. "We with unveiled faces, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord are being changed from glory to glory." The changes do take place as God"s Spirit works in my life. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-18
Therefore seeing we have this ministry ( 2 Corinthians 4:1 ),

What ministry? Pointing people to Jesus Christ. 

as we have received mercy, we faint not; But [we] have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man"s conscience in the sight of God ( 2 Corinthians 4:1-2 ).

Paul said, "Look, I am not seeking to be crafty. I"m not seeking to give some kind of a hype." Get people all hyped up emotionally and all. Handling the word of God in a crafty manner or deceitfully. But "by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man"s conscience in the sight of God."

I had lunch today with some people from Israel, and the man sitting next to me at lunch said, "You know, I first became acquainted with you when you were on television on Channel 13." He said, "One morning as I tuned in, I saw you standing there. I saw the menorah behind you and," he said, "you were teaching from the Old Testament. And he said, "I called my wife and said, "Look, here"s a rabbi that doesn"t wear his yamaka. He must be a reformed rabbi."" And he said, "I started listening to your program every Sunday, started watching." And he said, "You were so unlike so many of the other ministers that are on TV." He said, "So many of these Christian TV programs insult my intelligence. All of the hype and all of the emotionalism." He said, "It insults my intelligence." But he said, "You gave me something to think about and you started me thinking in many areas."

This is what Paul is saying of his own ministry. "I was straightforward with you. I didn"t try and give some hype. I didn"t try and use the word of God deceitfully. I renounced those hidden things of dishonesty. I didn"t walk in craftiness." And believe me, there"s a lot of crafty fellows out there. They"ve existed from the time of the beginning of the church and, unfortunately, they still exist today.

I do receive some of the most craftily written computerized letters you ever saw in your life. Every kind of gimmick you could ever think of. If I"ll just send in five dollars or ten dollars or fifteen dollars or go to the bank and borrow fifty dollars to get them out of the jam that they"re in right now, then I"ll get a little square inch of the prayer rug where they kneel to pray for me.

Paul said, "We have renounced these hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, or handling the word of God deceitfully, but by the demonstrating of the truth commending ourselves in every man"s conscience in the sight of God."
Now, there were those who were saying that Paul was preaching mysteries that you could not understand. The gospel that Paul preaches is hid. And so Paul answered them in a very clever way.

But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost ( 2 Corinthians 4:3 ):

They"re the ones that can"t see it.

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them ( 2 Corinthians 4:4 ).

A very interesting passage of scripture, and one that we"d like to spend just a little time with you tonight. Because I think it"s a key that"s going to help in your praying for your loved ones who are not saved.

As we mentioned earlier, we have been created in the image of God, and one of God"s characteristics is that He is self-determinate. That is, He has a will and the capacity to exercise His will. The power of choice. And God created you in His image and gave to you the power of self-determination so that you can determine your own destiny. And you do determine your own destiny. Having given us the power of choice, it was necessary that God then respect the choices that we make. The moment God would no longer respect my choice but force me to do something against my will, then I am not really a self-determinate creature. So, for this self-determination to be valid, it was necessary that God respect the choices that I make and that there be an opportunity to make a choice.

So, God gave the opportunity for Adam to make a choice, and then God did respect the choice that He made. So with you. You can choose to love God, or you can choose not to love God. You have that choice. You make the choice and God must respect that choice, or else it is a fallacy that God has given you choice.

Therefore, if God respects the choices that a man makes, I really cannot pray, "Oh God, please save John." Unless John himself asks the Lord for salvation, he can"t be saved. And for God to save John against his choice would be violating his choice, which again destroys the whole purpose in giving us choice. That sort of creates a dilemma in praying for the lost, except this verse gives us the answer. "Those who are lost, who believe not." We are told here that, "the god of this world, being Satan, has blinded their eyes or the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is in the image of God, should shine to them."

Now why is it that John doesn"t believe in Jesus Christ? Because his mind has been blinded by Satan to the truth. He doesn"t really see the truth of this glorious salvation that God is offering. Satan has prejudiced and poisoned his mind against God. Satan is holding him in a spell. Now, though God respects our choices, Satan doesn"t. He could care less that you have the power of choice. If he has the opportunity, he"s going to hold you, and he will blind your mind to the truth. And he will fill your mind with poison and prejudice against God and the things of God so that it is impossible for you to think rationally about your relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

Have you ever noticed how some people are so gracious and gentle and they can talk to you rationally on any subject in the world, except that of the gospel of Jesus Christ? Talk to them about the Ram"s chances next year. Oh, they can go on for hours. Talk to them about fishing in Alaska. Talk to them about the Hawaiian Islands. Talk to them about the space shuttle. Name your subject, oh, they"re so gracious. They"ll talk so graciously to you. They can go on and on. Bring up the subject of Jesus Christ, and they become totally irrational. "I don"t like to talk about that subject. I don"t think people ought to discuss things like that." Totally irrational. Why? Because Satan has put such a hold upon their lives.

Paul, writing to Timothy said, "That we might take them from the captivity of the enemy, who is holding them captive against their will" ( 2 Timothy 2:26 ). He doesn"t respect choice. The god of this world has blinded their minds.

So Jesus said, "Whatsoever things you bind on earth will be bound in heaven: and whatsoever things you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" ( Matthew 16:19 ). So, the way to pray for your loved ones who are not saved is to pray that God will bind that work of Satan that has blinded their mind and is holding them captive. That God will bind Satan"s work in their life that have prejudiced and poisoned their minds against the Gospel, in order that they may be able to consider the truth of God without this ungodly pressure from Satan.

For any man who will rationally look at the offer that God has made in Jesus Christ is a fool if he doesn"t accept it. But the reason why they don"t accept it is they can"t accept it, because of Satan"s power that is holding them into captivity of the enemy. And so we, through prayer, can set them free from Satan"s power, and once set free from this blinding influence of Satan upon their minds, I don"t know of anybody who just doesn"t accept this gracious offer that God has made to us through Jesus Christ.

So, make that the direction of your prayer. The binding of the power of Satan that has blinded their minds and that is holding them captive. And "whatsoever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven." God will bind that power of Satan. God will take away the blinders that he has put over their mind, and they"ll be able to see rationally and clearly the offer that God has made to us through Jesus Christ. And then loose that work of the Holy Spirit and the conviction of the Holy Spirit upon their hearts and that drawing of the Holy Spirit of their hearts to Jesus Christ.

You can"t just say, "O Lord, save him." God will not save them against their will. There has to come the change of will and that desire in their heart and that asking of God for salvation. And "whosoever comes unto me," Jesus said, "I will in no wise cast out" ( John 6:37 ). So, our prayers are to set them free so that they can see.

Paul said,

For we preach not ourselves, but Jesus Christ the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus" sake ( 2 Corinthians 4:5 ).

I will leave the exposition of that, because I could get quite involved.

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness ( 2 Corinthians 4:6 ),

"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved over the face of the waters. And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light" ( Genesis 1:1-4 ). By His divine quiet, God called light into existence, and God saw the light that it was good. And God divided the light.

Interesting statements if taken in the scientific context, which we are not intending to do tonight. But God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness.

And God said, "Yahiyar, Wa-yahiyar Let there be light." Or literally, "Light be, and light was." I like that. And God said, "Light be, and light was." Oh, that kind of power excites me. God commanded the light to shine out of darkness. And now He,

hath shined in our hearts ( 2 Corinthians 4:6 ),

Which were once blinded by Satan. Hearts that were in darkness, alienated from God, but now the God who called the light to shine out of darkness has shined in our hearts.

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ ( 2 Corinthians 4:6 ).

"We, with open faces beholding the glory of the Lord." And this glory is in the face of Jesus Christ.

But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us ( 2 Corinthians 4:7 ).

God has taken one of the most glorious treasures that any . . . well, it is the most glorious treasure any man can possess. The light of the knowledge and the understanding of Jesus Christ is the most glorious treasure any of you could ever have. Because that"s eternal life. That"s the treasure of eternal life. The most valuable thing that any man can possess, that eternal life through Jesus Christ.

"For what will it profit a man, if he would gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? What can a man give in exchange for a soul?" ( Mark 8:36-37 ) You see, what you possess in your knowledge of Jesus Christ, the light and the understanding of Jesus Christ that God has wrought to you is the most valuable thing you could ever have. The valuable treasure of God. What does He put it in? "We have this glorious treasure in earthen vessels," or in clay pots, our bodies, this old earthen vessel. This old clay pot becomes the dwelling place of the eternal God. That Christ might dwell in your hearts. "In that day you shall know that I am in the Father, and ye are in me, and I am in you" ( John 14:20 ). This glorious treasure, the light of the gospel, dwelling in these clay pots. God takes the most valuable thing and puts it in the cheapest thing, a clay pot. What"s more common than a clay pot, in those days especially?

Today we fire them up a little more and paint them a little more and they become, sometimes, treasures in our cupboard. But in those days, these just reddish clay pots all over the place. God"s taken this glorious treasure and put it in this earthen vessel. Why? "That the excellency of the glory may be of God, and not of us."
Isn"t it stupid for man to glory in himself? To glory in the clay pot rather than in the contents? Norman Grub, in his book, The Deep Things of God, makes the statement that man"s highest capacity is that of being a vessel containing God. The fact that God will dwell in you. Man"s highest capacity, a vessel that can contain the eternal God. I read the book; I was impressed by that statement. I thrilled at his exposition of that concept, but then I got to thinking about it, and I thought, "No, he"s wrong. That is not the highest capacity of man."
There is one capacity that excels that. And that is the capacity of being a channel through which God will flow to a world around you. One thing to contain God. Glorious, oh my, yes. No underestimating of the glory of being able to contain God. But oh, one step further: when God, through me, pours forth His love to the world around me, and this glorious treasure that I have is shared with others. And that work of God"s Spirit within my life flows out that others might benefit from that work of God in me. When the subjective work becomes objective. When it is no longer God"s work in me, but now God"s work through me. Then I"ve reached my highest capacity.

This earthen vessel. There"s no value in the vessel at all. The value is in the contents being held by the vessel. And as I pour forth the contents, I must be careful that the contents do not taste of me. That I don"t get a lot of my personality into the teaching, into the contents that come forth. But that I bring forth the contents in as pure a form as I possibly can.

Have you ever had a plastic vessel in your refrigerator that, at sometimes, maybe you put an onion in it and now you"re keeping water in it, every time you drink water you get an onion taste? Yuck! When I drink water, I don"t want to taste onions. Now, onions in their place are great and I love them. But not in flavored drinking water. And when the vessel begins to give off a taste of itself, it"s time to get rid of the vessel.

God did that which was almost ludicrous. Putting the most valuable treasure in a common vessel in order that man would not become enamored of the vessel, but would be enamored only of the contents, only of God and the work of God through the vessel. "That the glory of the excellency might be of God, and not of us."
So, as Paul declared, "We preach not ourselves, but Christ." And that should be the theme of every minister, "We preach not ourselves, but Christ." And we seek to draw men to Christ, and we seek to bring men the contents, the value and the treasure in Jesus Christ, rather than bringing to them the old clay pot. The moment we start trying to bring them an old clay pot, you can be sure God"s going to crack it and you become a crackpot. And I"ve seen a few of those.

They"ve got one on TV now. I mean, that pot"s really cracked.

We are troubled on every side ( 2 Corinthians 4:8 ),

Now Paul"s talking about the ministry. "Troubled on every side." God doesn"t promise you immunity from trouble. In fact, He sort of promises you trouble. "In this world you"re going to have tribulation" ( John 16:33 ). "They that live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" ( 2 Timothy 3:12 ). Promises that I hate. Or promises I love. But then there are those I don"t care for. I wish God had never promised me that. "We are troubled on every side,"

yet [we"re] not distressed ( 2 Corinthians 4:8 );

You see, as a servant of God, as a child of God, you can be facing, and you will face a lot of trouble, but you should never be distressed. 

we are perplexed ( 2 Corinthians 4:8 ),

And a lot of times we don"t know what to do. A lot of times we are perplexed by the situation. We don"t know what the solution or the answer is, but we don"t despair.

And there"s a big difference between being perplexed and despairing. Despairing is when you throw up your hands, "Oh, I think it"s the end of . . . how will I ever get out of this?" And you just give up. "Now we"re perplexed. I don"t know how God"s going to work this thing out. This is interesting to see what God is going to do now. Man, I don"t know where God can go at this point. I don"t know what He can possibly do. But I"m sure excited on just waiting to see what He"s going to do." You see, I"m perplexed,

but [I"m] not in despair ( 2 Corinthians 4:8 ).

I"m not ringing my hands and saying, "Oh, friends, I"m sorry to tell you this, but this is the end. We"re going off the air and we"re not going to be able to come back unless you send in your letters this week." And you that are listening on the radio, that"s all tongue in cheek. Jesus said, "The poor you have with you always" ( Matthew 26:11 ). We"ll be back.

[We are] persecuted, but [we are] not forsaken ( 2 Corinthians 4:9 );

The Lord stands by us in every trial.

[we are] cast down, but [we"re] not destroyed ( 2 Corinthians 4:9 );

So, the things which we have, but the things which we don"t have. Trouble, yes. But not distress. Perplexity, oh yes. But not despair. Persecution, oh yes. But never forsaken. Cast down, yes. But never destroyed.

Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body ( 2 Corinthians 4:10 ).

Now you remember at the beginning of the letter, Paul was apologizing to the Corinthians because he didn"t come, and he said, "It wasn"t fickleness on my part." But he hinted to some real physical problems that he had had. He had gone through some heavy persecution where he actually figured it was the end. He didn"t see any way out. He thought that this was it, and he despaired of life. He figured, "Well, you know, I"m never going to get out of this." And having gone through this severe persecutions, it probably had a physical effect upon him and left him extremely weak.

And so, he speaks about bearing about in his body the dying of the Lord Jesus Christ. That suffering that he had experienced for the cause of Christ. The persecutions, the beatings, the stonings, "bearing in my body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body."
For we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus" sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. So then death worketh in us, but life in you. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore [we] speak; Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us with you ( 2 Corinthians 4:11-14 ).

So, that same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead is going to raise us up and present us to you.

For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace through the thanksgiving of many may redound to the glory of God ( 2 Corinthians 4:15 ).

So, the suffering that Paul mentioned in the lesson last week, the afflictions, the sufferings, the persecutions. As Paul said, "They are for your sakes, that I might comfort you with the comfort that I received, that I may be able to comfort you in your sufferings, in your trials, in your testings. I experience these things for your sake." And so again, "My sufferings, my weaknesses, they"re for your sake."

It is interesting to me that suffering brings out a depth of character that nothing else can produce within a person. G. Campbell Morgan spoke of a young man who came and ministered at his church, a very brilliant young man. And he said he went home after service and he was remarking to his wife concerning the brilliant message that was delivered that morning by the young man. And his wife said, "He"ll be better after he suffers." And G. Campbell Morgan commented, "And this young man went through much suffering, and he was better."

Suffering does something in causing the roots to go deep. It develops character. It develops strength like nothing else I know. And Paul the apostle here, speaking of how the suffering that he went through actually redounded to their glory. "You have benefited." And no doubt this is true. The depth of character that was created in Paul as the result of his suffering, the church was able to benefit from that which he developed and received in his sufferings for Jesus Christ. He was able then to minister in such a much more effective way as the result of the sufferings that he experienced.

Now, we are chickens when it comes to suffering. You remember when Jesus began to tell His disciples how that the Son of Man must suffer at the hands of men, that Peter immediately cried out, "Lord, be that far from Thee." In other translation more accurate is, "Lord, spare Yourself." "Don"t do it!" That is the voice of the natural man that would cry, "Spare Yourself." In fact, Jesus recognized it as the voice of Satan, and He said, "Get thee behind me, Satan: for you don"t understand the things that are of God" ( Matthew 16:22 , Matthew 16:23 ).

Peter tells us, much to the chagrin of some of the modern-day evangelists, that "if any man suffers according to the will of God, that he should just commit his soul unto Him who is faithful" ( 1 Peter 4:19 ). Yes, you can suffer according to the will of God, and through that suffering, God can develop within you a depth of character that cannot be developed any other way.

Some people from which I draw the most are those people who have had a lot of suffering in their lives, for I find in them an interesting depth that excels anything I"ve ever seen. And I can receive from them and I can draw from them, because of the richness that has been developed through suffering.

And so, Paul looks at his own suffering as for the benefit of the people. That it was "for your sake that the abundant grace through the thanksgiving might redound to the glory of God."
For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish ( 2 Corinthians 4:16 ),

The old outward man, hey, he"s been through it: beaten, kicked, stoned, the whole bit.

yet the inward man is renewed day by day ( 2 Corinthians 4:16 ).

We"ve been through an awful lot, but oh, the strength of character that it has built within as the inward man. The old man on the outside, hey, he"s going downhill fast. But the inward man being renewed day by day with the strength of the Lord.

For our light affliction ( 2 Corinthians 4:17 ),

And now, notice the contrast here, and they"re beautiful. "Our light affliction,"
which is but for a moment ( 2 Corinthians 4:17 ),

Now, that"s not the way it appears. Whenever I am suffering, it seems like eternity. I mean, hours drag. Ever been really sick at night? Have you ever realized how long a night is? You know, when you"re feeling well and you"re tired and you"re going to sleep, it"s amazing how short a night is. "Morning already? Oh, I can"t believe it, you know." But if you"re sick, night can spread on for almost eternity. You look at the clock, "Only ten minutes since the last time I looked? I can"t believe it! When is it going to be morning, you know." Suffering has a way of expanding time.

But what if I suffered for fifty years? As far as God is concerned, that"s just a moment if you compare it with eternity. "Our light afflictions, which are but for a moment." For you see, what is life? It is but a vapor. It only appears a moment and then vanishes. If you suffer all your life, it is still but a moment in comparison with eternity. In fact, you can"t even compare it to eternity, because you have the finite and you have the infinite.

And there"s no grounds for comparison of the finite to the infinite. It isn"t even as a drop of water in all of the oceans of the seas, because you are comparing finite with finite. There is a certain number of drops in all of the oceans in all of the seas. But when you get to eternity, you"ve come to the infinite, and thus, you cannot draw any comparisons that can compare a finite with the infinite. So, "Our light affliction which is but for a moment,"
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory ( 2 Corinthians 4:17 );

The eternal weight of glory compared with this light affliction, which is, but for a moment. Now, what we need to do is to get our eyes upon the eternal. Our problem is that we are looking so often at the temporal. We are looking at these afflictions, and we are getting so involved in the present material surroundings that I lose sight of the eternal. The light affliction is only for a moment. But God has an eternity planned for you.

An eternity of glory that is indescribable. An eternity that so far exceeds anything that we could ever think or dream in glory, in beauty, in wonder, in awe, in blessing, in joy, in love. God"s eternal plan for you. This light affliction is just a moment; it"s going to pass. Life is going to pass so quickly. Don"t live for now. Live forever. Don"t do all of your planning for just right now. Get involved in the eternal. Paul said,

While we look not at the things which are seen ( 2 Corinthians 4:18 ),

This old outward man that is perishing. These light afflictions, which Paul says light afflictions, but when he lists them, hey, I feel like the author of Hebrews, "Hey, you haven"t yet resisted unto blood, you know, striving for Jesus Christ. Let me see your bruises. Let me see your scars. You know, where did they beat you?"
Read what Paul endured for the gospel of Jesus Christ, and yet he says, "These light afflictions." "In stripes above measure." That is, stripes laid on my back. "Frequently in prison, faced death many times. Of the Jews, five times I received forty stripes save one. Three times I was beaten with sticks, once I was stoned, three times I suffered shipwreck. I spent a night and a day floating out in the ocean. I journeyed often, I was in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren. In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that come upon me daily, the care of all of the churches" ( 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 ). "The light affliction which is but for a moment."

But Paul"s key, his secret, "Hey, we don"t look at these things which we can see, because they"re only temporal."
but the things which are not seen are eternal ( 2 Corinthians 4:18 ).

What do you have your eyes on? The temporal passing things? Where do you place your values? In the temporal passing things? God help us that we might begin to look at the eternal and place our value in the eternal things. "Looking unto Jesus," keeping our eyes on Him, "the author and the finisher of our faith" ( Hebrews 12:2 ), who will bring us who trust in Him unto that eternal glory. 

Father, we thank You for Your word tonight and the guidance that we receive, the encouragement that we have, the wisdom that is there. Help us, O Lord, to get our eyes off of ourselves, off of our circumstances, off of our weaknesses, off of our failures, off of our disappointments. And help us, Lord, to get our eyes upon You. May we endure suffering as good soldiers as we look forward, Lord, to the glorious eternal weight of glory that shall be revealed in Jesus Christ. Let Thy word now be planted in our hearts, Lord. May there not be a veil over our hearts as we read, but may Your Spirit give light and understanding in Your truth. In Jesus" name we pray, Amen.

May the Lord be with you and bless and keep you in His love and draw you nearer unto Himself as He works in your heart by His Spirit. And may this week your eyes be kept upon Jesus, that God might, by His Spirit, bring to pass those changes in our lives whereby He will conform us into His image for His sake. "

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-21
This time, let"s turn in our Bibles to II Corinthians, chapter five.

Paul talked about how he was constantly facing death for the cause of Jesus Christ. But though he was constantly facing death, various perils, it didn"t really trouble him, for he had a correct understanding of death. And I think that this is something that we as Christians need to have: a correct understanding of what death is for the child of God.

And it is because we often do not have a correct understanding, we hear such statements made when a person dies, "Oh, what a shame. He was so young. Oh, how tragic. He had his whole life before him." As though death is some tragedy for the child of God.

Paul faced death, but he didn"t worry about it because he knew,

For we know that, if our earthly house of this tabernacle [this tent] were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ( 2 Corinthians 5:1 ).

So Paul realized that the real me is spiritual. I dwell in a body; the body isn"t me. It"s the house in which I live. And here, Paul reduces it from the house to the tent. Now, whenever you think about a tent, you don"t think about a permanent place to live. There"s always something very transient and temporary about a tent. And we should look at our bodies as tents; they are not permanent dwelling places for my spirit. My spirit is dwelling presently in this tent while my house is being prepared.

Now, you that have been around Calvary Chapel for any length of time know what it is to dwell in a tent while we"re waiting for the building to be prepared. We dwelt for two years in a tent while we were building this facility.

"We know that when this earthly tent is dissolved," when my body goes back to the dust, "that I have a building of God, it"s not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." And so your contrast, the tent which is always thought of in temporal terms, and the "building of God, not made with hands, which is eternal in the heavens."

This tent in which I presently live is a composite of the genes of my ancestry. And I have picked up certain brown-eyed genes and certain bald genes and the physical characteristics and so forth have been passed down to me from my parents and grandparents and all. So, I become an interesting composite of these combination of genes. But being passed down to me through the progression of generations back to Adam, back to Noah, back to Adam, Noah"s family back to Adam, I"ve received, of course, a lot of interesting type of characteristics, weaknesses and strengths. But flawed at the best, because it didn"t come to me directly from God. He wouldn"t make a mess like this.

But I do have a new building that I"m going to move into. It"s a building of God. It"s going to come to me directly from God. It"s not made with hands; it"s eternal, compared with the temporary, in the heavens. So for the child of God, death is moving out of the tent and, at this point I"d say the worn out tent, into the beautiful new house, building of God, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

You remember Jesus said to His disciples, "Let not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in Me. For in My Father"s house there are many mansions. And I"m going to prepare one for you" ( John 14:1 , John 14:2 ). Now our minds immediately go to Beverly Hills, perhaps. And some of these beautiful estates, large column porches and all, and we think, "Oh my. The Lord"s going to take me by the hand and lead me up Glory Road, and we"ll turn left on Hallelujah Lane and halfway down the lane on the right-hand side, He"s going to show me this beautiful white home with these large columns in front and He"s going to say, "Chuck, that"s your new mansion."" Not so. Hate to disappoint you.

The new body that I"m going to get from God is not going to need sleep. So why would I need bedrooms? There are a lot of characteristics of this new body that I"m going to have that it won"t require a house to live in. The mansion that the Lord is talking about is the new body He"s got for me. I"m living in this tent, but one day I"m going to move into a mansion. And one of these days, should the Lord tarry, you no doubt will pick up your paper and read, "Chuck Smith died last night. Pastor of Calvary Chapel, etcetera, etcetera, etcetera." Don"t believe it. That"s poor reporting. If they"re going to tell the truth, they"re going to have to say, "Chuck Smith moved last night out of a decrepit old holy tent, leaky tent, into a beautiful new mansion." Hey, you don"t need to wait for me, because I moved out of the tent into the house, the building of God, not made with hands, you see. Death for the child of God.

And that"s why Paul said, "Hey, you think I"m worried about being bound for Christ? I"m ready to die for Christ." Because he understood what death was to the child of God. It is the moving from the tent into the house. Now he goes on to amplify that.

For in this we groan ( 2 Corinthians 5:2 ),

Or while we are still in these bodies, we groan.

earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven ( 2 Corinthians 5:2 ):

These bodies subject to weakness, subject to fatigue, subject to pain. In Romans, the eighth chapter, Paul talked about how we groan. And all of creation was groaning together with us as we were "waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God, to wit, the redemption of our bodies" ( Romans 8:23 ). That new body . . . I"m yearning, I"m desiring to have that new body, that building of God not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked ( 2 Corinthians 5:3 ).

Now, this completely eliminates any concept or thought of soul sleep. For Paul goes on to declare,

For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed ( 2 Corinthians 5:4 ),

I do not desire to be an unembodied spirit. Now, of course, the goal of the Buddhist is to someday progress into Nirvana. "For all of the problems come to us because of these bodies. And hopefully we will progress from one body into another, into a higher state, until finally we are freed from the body and we enter into that unity bliss of the eternal spirit, and we become an essence."
But that isn"t the hope of the Christian. We are going to move out of this old tent into the "building of God, the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens." And my desire is not to be unclothed, not to be an unembodied spirit.

but [to be] clothed upon [with that new body], that mortality might be swallowed up of life ( 2 Corinthians 5:4 ).

Now, we have a lot of difficulty in understanding the state of the believer between now and the rapture of the church. Have their spirits gone to be with God, their bodies in the grave awaiting a renewing of that body? It is interesting that Paul the apostle, when he was talking about the resurrection in his first epistle, likened to it . . . likened the resurrection to a seed planted into the ground and dying. But then Paul made an interesting statement. He said that the body that comes forth from the ground is not the body that you planted, because all you planted was a bare grain. And God gave to it a body that pleased Him, so is the resurrection of the dead.

Now, there are a lot of people that are hoping for some kind of a resurrection of this body in which it"s presently living. I"m personally looking for a far superior model. Not a renewing or rejuvenating or whatever of this body. I"m ready to move out of the tent. I"m ready to move into the new house. The "building of God, not made with hands."
Couple of things. First Thessalonians, chapter four is one that people often question, because Paul there seems to be talking about the order of the resurrection. And there Paul declares, "For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with the voice of the archangel, the trump of God: the dead in Christ shall rise first: And we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with Him in the air, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord" ( 1 Thessalonians 4:16 , 1 Thessalonians 4:17 ). And so it brings confusion to them, thinking that somehow our spirits may be with God, but there will be a re-uniting of our bodies and our spirits at the time of the resurrection. Somehow this body is going to be rejuvenated.

Of course, there are some atheists that have really found some real problems with this. What about a person who has a heart transplant? In the resurrection, who gets the heart? These bodies are made up of chemicals, molecules, elements. The same seventeen elements in the dirt outside are the same seventeen elements that make up your body. And when your spirit moves out of this body, this body goes back to dust. "Dust thou art, and to dust thou shall return" ( Genesis 3:19 ). Spoken of the body, not of the spirit. As (what was it) Longfellow said,

Tell me not in mournful numbers. Life is but an empty dream. For the soul is dead that slumbers. Things are not what they seem. Life is real, life is earnest. The grave is not your goal. "Dust thou art, to dust returneth" was not spoken of the soul. Spoken of the body.

Now back in the days of the Wild West, when a man was buried where he was shot, the body was buried in the ground, decomposed, went back to dirt, went back to the basic chemical elements. Prairie grass grew. The roots went down. Took up some of the same chemicals that once made it up, a part of a person"s body. The cows graze. Took those chemicals into their systems. Created milk which was drank by others. And so, the chemicals that were once a part of another person"s body now become a part of my body as my body assimilates those chemicals and makes it a part of my body. So, who gets the chemicals in the resurrection? Which body do they get to go with?

And in reality, they say that you have a new body every seven years anyhow. You know, that through this process of rejuvenation of cells and so forth and the re-creating of the cells, that every seven years you actually go through a major change. You"re not the person you were seven years ago, chemically speaking. So, which of the bodies that I"ve dwelt in during the last fifty-plus years do I get? I would opt for one that I had back twenty-five or thirty years ago. In fact, I"d opt for the one that I had before I injured my knee in college football. That is, if I had to make a choice of this body. But thank God I don"t. I got a whole new building of God "not made with hands, eternal in the heavens."
Now the Thessalonian believers were troubled, because Paul had taught them the fact that Jesus was coming to establish His kingdom. But after Paul left, some of the believers there had died. And the rest of them were disappointed. They said, "Oh, what a shame. They died before Jesus came. They won"t have a chance to enjoy the kingdom now. How tragic. They can"t enjoy the kingdom of God because they died before Jesus came." So Paul was writing this section in chapter four as comfort to those who were concerned over their loved ones who had died before the Lord had come back for the church and established His kingdom.

"Now concerning those that have gone asleep in Christ, I"m going to write unto you that you sorrow not, as those who have no hope. For we know that if Jesus both died and rose again, so then those that are asleep in Christ shall He bring with Him at His coming." Now the Bible teaches that the Lord is coming for us in the clouds of the air. When He comes for us, those who were asleep in Christ will be coming with Him for "we who are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord will not precede them which sleep" ( 1 Thessalonians 4:13-15 ). The word prevent there is a poor translation, really, as far as our present-day understanding of the word. The Greek word is precede. We are not going to precede those. They have preceded us. "For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with the voice of the archangel, and the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first." That"s correct, they have risen first. We"re not going to precede them. "Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up when the Lord comes with them in the clouds of heaven to receive us, then we will be caught up together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

As Chuck Missler so ably points out on many occasions, God dwells outside of time. We dwell within the framework of time presently. But one of these days, I, too, will move outside of the time domain. I will no longer be bounded by time. For I will move, at death, into the eternal, which is outside of this time dimension. In the eternal, there is no past, present and future. In the eternal, there is only present. As God sought to describe it through His name, "I AM THAT I AM" ( Exodus 3:14 ). Now, our minds are so bound by the time dimensions that we cannot even think apart from time, apart from a beginning and an ending. My mind cannot even grasp or conceive the concept of timelessness. But I will as I enter into the eternal.

Now, being in the eternal where everything is now in the present, I am, all of time, then, is bound then in it. And you"d be able to look at the beginning and the ending of time at just one glance, one view, which God can do because He"s outside of time. And God proves that He can, because He tells you of these things that are going to be happening down here, though maybe we are only at this point. Yet God goes ahead and speaks of things that are going to be taking place out at this point, because He can see them as already existing. And God, oftentimes, speaks of things as existing, though they haven"t yet existed in the framework of time, because God knows they"re going to exist. And so He speaks of them, being God, as though they already existed.

God spoke of Isaac as existing before Isaac was ever born. But God can do that because outside of time, He looks down, and as far as God is concerned, Isaac was already born and had married Rebekah and the whole thing was all complete, as far as God was concerned, because He could see the whole thing. Of course, I"m sort of encouraged by that, because God, looking at the whole thing, speaks of me being glorified. Now, that hasn"t happened yet, but God spoke of it in the past tense because He"s outside of time and He can see that completion of my redemption through Jesus Christ, and I"ve been glorified together with Him. That"s comforting that God would speak with such assurance of my future. I"m comforted by that, because God knows it"s going to be.

Now when I die, I leave the time dimensions. I enter into the eternal where everything is now. So, anything that will ever be, is already. So you can"t say, "Well, in the future when the whole body is made up, then the Lord"s going to bring me into the heavenly scene." Because I"m into the heavenly scene, I"ve passed into the eternal. I"ve passed out of time. And so I"ve left this time zone thing, I"ve entered into the eternal the moment my spirit leaves this body. It is my body that holds me within the time framework in the time dimension. And so, those who are asleep in Christ have left the time dimension; they"ve entered into the eternal where the completion is already now. We"ll catch up with them when we leave the time zone, for we, too, will enter into the eternal.

Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God ( 2 Corinthians 5:5 ),

God is the One who has created me for this. He has purposed this for us. 

who also hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit ( 2 Corinthians 5:5 ).

The down payment, so to speak. Or as they refer to earnest money. "Show me you really mean it. You want to buy my car? Look, I"ve got an ad in the paper, fellow, you say you"re going to come back in fifteen minutes, how do I know? What if someone calls me in five minutes, wants to buy the car, has the cash, you see. You really want to buy it? Give me some earnest money. Show your intentions."
God showed His intention of your full redemption by giving to you now the Holy Spirit. Of course, Paul refers to this also in the second chapter of Ephesians being "sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession" ( Ephesians 1:13 , Ephesians 1:14 ).

Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) [But] we are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord ( 2 Corinthians 5:6-8 ).

That"s what I really desire. Now I know that, as long as I am living in this body, I"m at home in this body or this body is my home, I"m absent from dwelling there in the kingdom of God. But I would rather, I"m willing rather to move out of this old body that I might be present with the Lord in His kingdom. So death releases me. It releases my spirit from this body that it might move into the new house, the building of God, where there I will dwell with the Lord forever.

Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or absent, we may be accepted of him [well pleasing unto him] ( 2 Corinthians 5:9 ).

So, my desire is that my life might be pleasing to God, while I"m living in this body. And when I ultimately move out of the body, my chief desire is that my life be pleasing to God again, that Jesus might be able to say to me, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou has been faithful in the little things, now I will make thee ruler over many: enter into the glory of the Lord" ( Matthew 25:21 ). The desire, the real driving purpose behind my life is to be pleasing to God.

Paul, in writing to the Philippians, said, "That Christ might be glorified in my body, whether by life or by death, I really don"t care. I just want to be pleasing. I want the Lord to be glorified through me."
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that [which] he hath done, whether it be good or bad ( 2 Corinthians 5:10 ).

Now, this is not to be confused with the great white throne judgment of God in Revelation, chapter twenty, where the sinners will all appear before the judgment bar of God. That"s something entirely different than the believer"s coming before the bema seat of Christ. This bema seat of Christ is much like the Olympics judges" seat, where the participants in the various contests would come before the bema seat, and the judges would lay on their heads the wreaths, laurel or olive, to indicate their success in their particular event. Instead of the gold, silver, and bronze medals, they received something far more corruptible in those days of the Olympics. They received these wreaths made out of laurel or out of olive branches and all, and they were placed on their head.

And that"s what Paul was talking about: how that they train, they exercise, they discipline their bodies for a corruptible crown, but we are working for an incorruptible crown. But how they put us to shame in the discipline that they exercise for that corruptible crown, and how carelessly so often we run the race for the incorruptible crown.

The Bible teaches that our works are going to be judged by fire. And those works which are wood, hay, and stubble will be consumed. Those works of ours which can survive this fire we will then be rewarded for. A lot of things that are done in the name of Christ will receive no reward at all in heaven. Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, beginning the sixth chapter said, "Take heed to yourself that you do not your righteousness before men, to be seen of men: for I say unto you, you have your reward" ( Matthew 6:1 , Matthew 6:2 ). Our works are to be judged what sort they are, or what the motive was behind them. And Jesus illustrated this principle in how we pray, how we give, how we mortify the flesh.

There are two ways of praying. One is to pray to be heard of men and to be known by men as a man of prayer. To receive the approval, favor, awe of men because I am a godly man of prayer. Or there are prayers that are unto God: prayers in the closet, the secret prayers, and I"m not really concerned about man hearing me pray, but about God.

Now, if I"m praying for the effect that it will have on men so men will say, "Oh my, what a wonderful man of prayer," then Jesus said, "You have your reward." Everybody knows what a wonderful man of prayer you are. But you should rather pray to your Father which sees in secret, and then your Father which sees in secret will reward you. Now, it all depends on where you want to get your perks. If you want to get them from man now, then you can go ahead and live your religious life in such a way that everyone can see and know what you"re doing and all acclaim what a marvelous, wonderful person you are.

You can do things in such a way as draw attention to yourself. Oh, there are several ways by which you may cleverly just call attention to people of the depth of your own devotional life. Even your tone of voice, even the way you sort of get in a sort of ethereal look on your face, sort of a saintly look, you know, as you begin to talk about things of the Spirit. You sort of sigh, you know, and "Lord," you know. And you can get the message across how close you walk with God, how deeply spiritual you really are. The body gestures and all. Subtle little ways by which I let people know how spiritual I really am.

But the problem is, as I am doing that, I"m really fouling up my future as far as the rewards from God are concerned. My works are going to be judged. I will stand before the judgment seat of Christ. There will be a fiery judgment, and those works coming from the wrong motivations will be burned. Those that endure the fire I"ll be rewarded for, as the Lord gives to me that crown of righteousness, and my position in the heavenly kingdom will be determined much by my faithfulness to the responsibilities that God has given to me now.

Now, do not confuse this with salvation. Salvation is God"s gift to you through your faith in Jesus Christ. "By grace are you saved through faith; that not of yourself: it is a gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast" ( Ephesians 2:8 , Ephesians 2:9 ). So don"t confuse this with your salvation, which many people do. There is nothing I can do of works to enhance my salvation. That"s complete. My righteousness is complete in Jesus Christ. And yet, my works are to be judged before the bema seat or the judgment seat of Christ, that I might receive the reward, or in some cases, the loss of reward because of the improper motivations behind the works.

So, those works which remain after the fiery judgment, they"re put in the crucible of fire and they"re determined what sort they are. Those gold and silver, refined, God will say, "Well done, blessed, you know, here"s your reward. Now you can have Hawaii." I"m hoping He doesn"t say Baghdad.

"We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive for the things that were done in his body, according to what he has done, whether it be good or bad," as far as my works for the Lord.

Knowing therefore the terror [fear] of the Lord ( 2 Corinthians 5:11 ),

And that word terror is an old English word which has lost its . . . it has come to a totally new meaning. The word is the fear of the Lord. And I don"t think that we really properly understand the fear of the Lord. You see, for many years, I feared that the Lord might hurt me because I had a wrong concept of God. Now I fear that I might hurt the Lord. And I think that that"s what the fear of the Lord really is. The fear that I might hurt Him by my failure to do what He wants me to do. My failure of living up to His expectations or desires. He doesn"t have expect . . . His desires for me. "Knowing therefore the fear of the Lord,"
we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences. For we commend not ourselves again unto you ( 2 Corinthians 5:11-12 ),

Now, again, the false teachers that have followed Paul in Corinth, those Judaizers and others who were sort of speaking in a degrading way of the grace that Paul had taught. They also were putting down Paul himself as an authority. They had challenged his apostleship. "He"s just some renegade. He"s a Jimmy Jones." And they were saying mean things about Paul. But Paul said, "I don"t have to have letters of recommendation to you as others need letters of recommendation. You are my letters of recommendation. Your faith in Christ bears witness to the authenticity of my ministry. Your faith in Jesus really validates my apostleship. So, we are not commending ourselves again unto you."

but [we] give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart ( 2 Corinthians 5:12 ).

So for those who were loyal friends of Paul, Paul said, "Look, I"m writing these things, not that I"m commending myself to you, but when these guys come along and give their, you know, wild stories and reports about me, at least you"ll have something to answer them with." Those men who "glory in appearance." And there are, unfortunately, a lot of those people today who still "glory in appearance, and not in heart."

They"d accused Paul of being crazy. They said, "That guy is crazy." It"s interesting that Paul on other occasions is also thought to be crazy. You remember when Paul was making his defense before Agrippa. Festus finally cried out, "Paul you"re crazy. Your much learning has made you mad." And so, that was something that followed Paul around, because he was a radical and his detractors were saying, "Oh, the guy"s crazy." And so Paul said, "If I am crazy . . . " And that word beside ourselves is it means a person who is to the point of talking to himself. So I say, "Yes, I want to go there. Are you sure you want to go there? Yes, I want to go there. Well, why you want to go there? Well, I just want to go there, you know." And a guy gets to talking to himself. He"s beside himself, there"s two persons, you know. And so here I am, and here I am, and we"re having a conversation back and forth. And he"s beside himself. So Paul said, 

For whether we be beside ourselves [if I"m beside myself], it is to God: or whether we be sober [I have a sound mind], it is for your cause ( 2 Corinthians 5:13 ).

So, Paul answering the detractors. But then he goes on to declare,

For the love of Christ constraineth us ( 2 Corinthians 5:14 );

Paul introduces here the subject of the love of Christ as a constraining force within his life. He"s not really talking here about motivations to ministry, though we so often hear this taught as motivation to ministry. Whenever Paul talked of the love of Christ, he was thinking of one thing: the cross of Jesus Christ. The only way God has ever sought to show or to prove that He loved you was by sending His Son to die for your sins. And whenever God wants to declare His love for you, He always declares it through the cross.

"Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that God loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins" ( 1 John 4:10 ). For God commended, or demonstrated His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly" ( Romans 5:8 ). "For God so loved the world, He gave His only begotten Son" ( John 3:16 ). And always God"s love for you is tied up in the death of Jesus Christ for you. And they never thought of the love of God apart from the cross, because that is God"s demonstration, His supreme demonstration of His love. "Greater love has no man than this, that a man will lay down his life for his friends" ( John 15:13 ).

And so, as Paul says, "For the love of Christ constrains me," his mind is now taken to the death of Christ for mankind.

because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead ( 2 Corinthians 5:14 ):

The love of Christ forces me to this conclusion. The fact that He died for all indicates that all men then were dead. Paul said in Ephesians 2:1-22 , "And you hath He made alive, who were dead as the result of your trespasses and sins" ( Ephesians 2:1 ). "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" ( Romans 3:23 ). "The soul that sinneth, it shall surely die" ( Ezekiel 18:4 ). If those scriptures both be correct, then the assumption must be made that all natural men are dead; that is, spiritually dead, which is the separation of a man"s consciousness from God.

Jesus said, "If you live and believe in me, you will never die" ( John 11:26 ). That"s why I say, "Don"t believe it if the papers write I"ve died." I cannot die. I will move, yes, thank God for that. But I won"t die. For I will never be separated from God, because of Jesus" death for me. Never for a moment will I be separated from Him. And that"s what real death is. Physical death, the separation of your consciousness from your body, you"re not to worry or be fearful about that. But what you really need to fear is the separation of your spirit from God for eternity, that"s what you ought to be concerned about. Now, it"s interesting that the opposite is true in most cases.

Most people are so concerned about their physical death, but think nothing of spiritual death. But Jesus said, "Don"t be afraid of those who can kill your body, and after that have no power. But rather fear Him who after the body is dead is able to cast both soul and spirit into Gehenna; I say unto you, fear ye Him" ( Luke 12:4 , Luke 12:5 ). "So, we thus judge, we come to the logical conclusion if Jesus died for all men, then it must be that all men were dead."

And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves ( 2 Corinthians 5:15 ),

Now, that is the mark of the flesh life. Even as there is physical death and spiritual death, there is physical life and spiritual life. And we have passed from death into life through the work of the Holy Spirit and as the result of the work of Jesus Christ. And "you hath He made alive who were dead in your trespasses and sins."
Now having come into this new life, I now have a new center, and that is God. The old life of the flesh was centered around me. It was a self-centered life. But Christ died for me that I would no longer be living for myself. No longer living the self-centered life, only seeking to gratify the needs of my own body. And now living a God-centered life, the life of the Spirit in fellowship with God, I am living to satisfy and to please God. Before, I lived to satisfy and please myself. The life of the flesh.

The life of the flesh creates the mind of the flesh. If my body is ruling, if I am body, soul and spirit and the body is ruling, then my mind is under the control of my body and what I am thinking about is the body needs. That"s what occupies my thinking. What shall I eat? What shall I drink? What shall I wear?

If I am living the new life after the Spirit, a God-centered life, then I have the mind of the Spirit and I"m thinking about God and my relationship with Him. My love for Him, His love for me. Worshipping Him. Aware of Him. Conscious of Him. In all the little things around me, God-conscious. Oh, what glory it is to have a mind quickened by the Spirit of God. Heaven above, a deeper blue. Earth around, a deeper green. Something lives in every hue that Christ-less eyes have never seen. I never saw that before. The beauty of the flower. The glory of the colors. The fragrance.

The mind quickened by the Spirit, we become aware of God in just, all around us. As Paul declared ultimately, "In Him we live, we move, we have our being" ( Acts 17:28 ). And I begin to be aware of that, I"m surrounded by God. My heart living in worship and fellowship with Him day by day. The mind of the Spirit resulting from the life of the Spirit, a life that is controlled by the Spirit, a life that is a God-centered life.

Now, that"s why Christ died for you. That you might be freed from the bondage of corruption, the bondage of your flesh. That you might be able now to live a whole new life in a new dimension, in the dimension of the Spirit. "For the mind of the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life and joy and peace" ( Romans 8:6 ).

Now for this cause, Jesus died, that we "should henceforth not live to ourselves,"
but unto him which died for them, and rose again. ( 2 Corinthians 5:15 ).

And so, as Paul the apostle said, "For me to live is Christ" ( Philippians 1:21 ). He said, "I"ve been crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; and yet it is not I, but Christ who is living in me. And the life that I now live I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and who gave Himself for me" ( Galatians 2:20 ). That we should no longer "live unto ourselves, but now live for him who died for us, and rose again."

Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh ( 2 Corinthians 5:16 ):

"From now on," Paul said, "I"m not concerned in the fleshly man. The exploits, whatever, I"m not concerned in knowing a man after the flesh." Though this is how, he said, "I once knew Christ." At one time, Jesus Christ was to Paul the apostle a heretic, a leader of a new sect that was a threat to Judaism. And he went about to stamp out this new sect. He once knew Christ after the flesh. But no more, he said. "That"s not the way I know Him now." He now knows Him after the Spirit, and he has received that life and power from Him.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature [or creation]: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new ( 2 Corinthians 5:17 ).

These are direct positive statements. Now, John tells us that many times a person can say something, but yet their life isn"t in harmony with what they"re saying. It is possible for a man to make glorious professions. And as you go through the first epistle of John, you"ll find over and over John says, "If a man says," "If a man says," "If a man says he abides in Him, then he ought to also walk, even as he walked" ( 1 John 2:6 ). If you"re abiding in Christ, you"re going to walk like Jesus walked. If you say you"re abiding in Christ and you"re walking after the flesh, you"re a liar. You"re deluded. You"re living in deception, self-deception.

"If a man says, I love God, oh, what a glorious thing to say. But if, at the same time, you hate your brother, you"re a liar. How can you love God whom you have not seen and yet hate your brother who was made in His image whom you have seen" ( 1 John 4:20 )? "If a man says, Hey, I have no sin, then you deceive yourself, the truth isn"t in you" ( 1 John 1:8 ). And so all the way through, John"s giving us little things that men profess. But he"s saying, "Hey, you"re only fooling yourself. You"re deceiving yourself." It isn"t what you profess; it"s what you are. And "if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature: and the old things have passed away." And if the old things have not passed away, then you have no real proof that you"re in Christ, no matter what you say. Your professions are empty and false and deceptive, and the tragedy is, you"re the one who is deceived the most.

So many people in church are deceived into thinking that their attendance at church is going to buy them a place in the kingdom of God. Their giving to the church is going to secure their place in heaven. Their faithfulness to the church. Church attendance, church membership, church contributions cannot do anything towards your eternal life. And these things can be a deception.

"Oh well, I pray." Well, Isaiah said that "God"s hand is not short, that He cannot save; neither is His ear heavy, that He cannot hear: But your sins have separated you from God, and if you are regarding iniquity in your heart, the Lord doesn"t even hear you" ( Isaiah 59:1 , Isaiah 59:2 ). It"s like cutting the telephone line that comes to your house, and then going in and dialing the number and talking to your sweetheart and telling her how much you love her and all the glorious things you think about her. Well, it"s not going anywhere; you got a broken connection. It"s going into the ground, the wire"s grounded outside. And no matter how beautiful or persuasive you may be expressing yourself, your heart, your love, it"s not doing anything, not getting any results.

And so prayer, if you"re regarding sin in your heart, sin breaks your connection with God, and prayer is meaningless. Oh, it"s worse than that. It"s deceptive, because you have a tendency to still rest on the fact, "Well, I pray, you know. I know I"m not doing what I should; I know I"m not living right, but I still pray." But prayer becomes, in that case, a deceptive thing. It"s the changed life. It"s the new life manifested by the fact that the old things are passed away. You cannot continue to live after the flesh and walk after the flesh. The life of the flesh and the life of the Spirit are mutually exclusive. "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap. And if you sow to the flesh, of the flesh you"re going to reap; and if you sow to the Spirit, of the Spirit you will reap. But the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these" ( Galatians 6:7 , Galatians 6:8 ). And Paul gives us that horrible list, the works of the flesh, of which, unfortunately, we are all too familiar. "Strife, envying, deceit, murders, lies, fornication, adultery." But Paul said, "Let no man think that if he is doing these things, he is going to inherit the kingdom of heaven" ( Galatians 5:19-21 ).

You better read that list over again. Read it prayerfully. And read Paul"s conclusive remarks. If you are living after the flesh, don"t think you"re going to inherit the spiritual kingdom of heaven. "If any man"s in Christ, he"s a creature: the old things have passed away." Have they? That"s the question. "Let a man examine himself," because you"re going to stand before the judgment seat of Christ and "if you will judge yourself now, then you will not be judged then" ( 1 Corinthians 11:28 , 1 Corinthians 11:31 ).

How much time do you spend living after the Spirit, and how much time do you spend living after the flesh? He"s a new creature, the old things are passed away and behold, all things are become new. 

And all things are [now] of God ( 2 Corinthians 5:18 ),

Not some of the things in my life. Well, God has His place. I believe that God should have the place in every man"s life and every man should have a place for God. No, He wants more than a place in your life. He wants the totality of your life. "All things are of God,"
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors of Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ"s stead, be ye reconciled to God ( 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 ).

Now, some people talk about God being reconciled to us. Never. God didn"t leave us. God didn"t turn His back and go away from us. We are the ones that need to be reconciled to God. We are the ones that turned our back on Him and walked away from Him. We are the ones that need the reconciliation. And so Paul"s plea, and he said, "I"m doing it in Jesus" place, in His stead. As for God I"m doing it. I"m an ambassador, a representative of God. I"m speaking on His behalf, in His stead. Be ye reconciled unto God."
So this glorious work of reconciliation. God, in His love, created man; created man in His image, in His government of light and life. That man might live in fellowship with God and know the glory, the joy, the beauty of living in fellowship with God. But man turned from that. Turned his back on God. Walked away from God. And he began to experience the miseries of life without God. The emptiness, the hopelessness, the despair of life without God. And God so loved the world that He send His only begotten Son to die for man"s sins in order that through the death of Christ, man might be brought back to God or reconciled to God. And so Paul said, "I"m God"s ambassador, and I"m here representing Jesus Christ, and I"m saying for Him, "Be ye reconciled to God."" Come back into fellowship with God. Come back into the government of light and life. Know again the joy, the glory, the blessing of walking in the Spirit. The life of the Spirit. The life after the Spirit.

For he [God] hath made him [Jesus Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in [through] him ( 2 Corinthians 5:21 ).

Here is one of the most glorious scriptures in the New Testament, as we see what God has done for us in Christ in reconciling us to Himself. "All we like sheep have gone astray; we turned every one of us to our own ways; and God laid on Him the iniquities of us all" ( Isaiah 53:6 ). "God made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin."

I sometimes start to read in the paper some horrible, vicious crime that has been committed, and I just can"t read it. My being just revolts against it too strongly. I sometimes have been given reports from the social welfare department of child abuse, and some of the things that are done to these little one-, two-, three-year old babies. And when I read of some of the abuses of these little children, I have to quit reading. I can"t stand it. My system just won"t take it. I just have to set it aside; I get sick. I cannot conceive a person doing such horribly, ugly, vile thing. And my whole being just is revolted by it. And I"m not that righteous as a person. I have my own flaws. I"ve done some pretty terrible things myself.

Jesus knew no sin. Absolutely pure. Absolutely holy. Absolutely righteous. But God laid on Him every horrible, vile deed that has ever been done by perverted, fallen man. Now, can you imagine what a shock that must have been? No wonder He cried out, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" ( Matthew 27:46 ) As He tasted of death for every man, that separation from God, that spiritual death. That cry that came from His lips upon the cross was made in order that you might not have to make it for eternity. There, as God laid upon Him our sins, He was reconciling man to God. And so He became what we were, in order that He might make us what He is.

Love divine, all loves excelling. The love of Jesus Christ, who was willing to take all of my ugliness, all of my sin and bear in His body, there on the cross, my sins. The love of God who was willing to allow His Son to become sin for us. He who knew no sin and die in our place. Now you see why the greatest sin that any man can ever commit is the sin of rejecting this love of God offered to him through Jesus Christ. You see, that"s the only sin for which a man will ever be judged.

You won"t have to face the great white throne judgment of God because you were a cheat, a thief, a liar, a prostitute, a murderer, an adulterer, fornicator. You"ll face the great white throne judgment of God if you have rejected the love of God offered to you through Jesus Christ. That"s the greatest sin.

Jesus said, "I didn"t come into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Me might be saved. And he that believeth is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, seeing he has not believed on the only begotten Son of God. This is the condemnation, that light came into the world, but men would not come to the light" ( John 3:17-19 ). That"s what it"s going to be. God has offered salvation, but you didn"t take it. God has offered love, but you rejected it. No hope. For there remains no further or no other sacrifice. There"s nothing else you can do for the atoning of your sin, for being reconciled to God. No other way you can be reconciled to God.

That"s why Satan hates the cross. That"s why your cults hate the cross. That"s why the liberals hate the cross. The cross declares to mankind there is only one way by which you can be reconciled to God. And that"s through the cross and the death of Jesus Christ.

And if you reject that, there remains no other sacrifice, only the "fearful looking forward to of the fiery indignation of the wrath of God, which will devour His adversaries. For if they that despised Moses" law died because of the witness of two or three: Of how much worse punishment, suppose ye, he to be accounted worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of His covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and has done despite to the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who has said, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay," saith the Lord. And again, "It is a fearful thing to fall in the hands of a living God"" ( Hebrews 10:27-31 ).

I"ll tell you what, if I were God and did that much to redeem man, offering my son and giving my son and man would reject and cast him aside, and do despite to that spirit of grace, I would do as God does, and God will do. I would say, "You want to live in darkness? That shall be your sentence." And I would cast you into outer darkness throughout eternity, which God is going to do to the fearful and the unbelieving. Those who fail to receive His grace and offers of love through Jesus.

So in Christ"s stead, as ambassadors of Christ, we encourage you: Be reconciled to God. "

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-18
We then, as workers together with him ( 2 Corinthians 6:1 ),

And what a glorious way to view the ministry. I"m working with Jesus, working together with Him. 

[We] beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succored thee: [but Paul adds] behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.) Giving no offense in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed ( 2 Corinthians 6:1-3 ):

And so, Paul again goes back to the subject of his ministry, his ministry for Jesus Christ. He views it as being a worker together with Him. And as such, beseeching them in his . . . that they would "not receive this grace of God in vain," but would accept the salvation today. Don"t turn aside God"s offers to you. The grace of God, receive it. Today is the day of salvation. And so Paul said, "I seek not to bring any offense to man in anything, because I don"t want the ministry to be blamed."

But in all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God ( 2 Corinthians 6:4 ),

Seeking to prove that my ministry really is of God, first of all, in the physical sense.

in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in watchings, in fastings ( 2 Corinthians 6:4-5 );

The preposition in talking about the physical suffering and hardships that Paul endured as a minister of Jesus Christ. Things by which he proved his ministry. And then changing to the word by, he speaks of the mental things that he endured:

By pureness, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned ( 2 Corinthians 6:6 ),

And then going into the spiritual things:

By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left ( 2 Corinthians 6:7 ),

So the ministry, the proof of the ministry. The characteristics of the minister. God give us such ministers today who will so serve the Lord and man. 

By honor and dishonor, by evil report and good report: as deceivers, and yet true; As unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and, behold, we live; as chastened, and not killed; As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things ( 2 Corinthians 6:8-10 ).

So, these interesting contrasts that take place within the ministry. "Sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, yet I possess everything." Because I possess Christ. 

O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is [expanded or] enlarged ( 2 Corinthians 6:11 ).

"I"m expressing myself to you. My heart is just enlarged for your sakes."
Ye are not straitened in us ( 2 Corinthians 6:12 ),

This word straitened literally means a narrow place. It came to me being pressed into a narrow place. Being pressed so hard into a narrow place that it straightens out all the kinks. And so, the idea of straiten is that the crookedness or whatever, you know, if you press hard enough on you, it just flattens you out. You become straightened. And so, being put in pressure in a narrow place, being squeezed in causes this straightening. And the word anguish then developed out of this Greek word. The anguish of being pressed into a narrow place.

Now Paul said to the Corinthians, "You haven"t been put in a narrow place because of me."
but ye are straitened in your own bowels. Now for a recompense in the same, (I speak as unto my children,) be ye also enlarged ( 2 Corinthians 6:12-13 ).

"You"ve been put in this pressure. You"ve been put in anguish, in this narrow place. But my heart is enlarged towards you. Now I pray that you"ll be enlarged. Your heart will be enlarged. You"ll be freed from this pressure, from this narrow place."
Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship [communion, oneness] hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? ( 2 Corinthians 6:14 )

There are many people who believe that theirs is a special case not really covered by the scripture, and thus, they can do what they please because it really doesn"t apply to their situation. God doesn"t, God wasn"t really thinking of their situation when He gave the rule. And thus, there are many people who enter into unequal yokes with unbelievers, believing and hoping that things are going to equal out, that God will take care of it.

There is an old Greek saying: "The dice of the gods are loaded." That is, you cannot go against God and win. You cannot go against the word of God and win. Over the years of pastoring, I"ve had so many young people come in. Oh, they are so in love. Oh, he"s the man of their dreams. There"s only one thing wrong: he isn"t a Christian. "But I know that as I live the life of Christ before him and I walk in love and in meekness and all, I know he"ll come to Jesus." And I said, "Yes, but the scripture says, "Be not unequally yoked with an unbeliever."" "Oh, but you know, we love each other. And I know he"s going to change." And they are determined to marry in spite of the counsel of the word of God otherwise. And in scores of case after case after case after case after case, a year, two years down the road, I sit with the same young lady who is completely torn up. "Oh, I wish I had listened to you. I"m living in a hell. I don"t think I ever really loved him. Oh, this is horrible. Do I have to stay in this state?" And their lives messed up because they thought that they could go against God"s command and win and come out ahead. "Be not unequally yoked together with an unbeliever."

Now, this does not and is not limited to just marriage. This goes to many different types of yokes where you are brought together with an unbeliever, and you are always in an unequal situation. Watch it. You"re always in an unequal situation if you"re yoked with an unbeliever. You see, they don"t follow the same rules that you follow. They don"t live by the same ethic that you live by. And to lie won"t bother them. To cheat won"t bother them. To fudge won"t bother them; but it will you.

And I"ve had so many businessmen who have come to me bemoaning the fact that their partner wants to do that which is illegal. "They don"t want to report all of the profits. They want to keep a double set of books. What shall I do?" They"ve entered into an unequal yoke. "What fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? What communion hath light with darkness?"

And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? ( 2 Corinthians 6:15 )

You"re trying to bring together unequal things. The results are always disastrous. 

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God ( 2 Corinthians 6:16 );

This old tent is nonetheless "the temple of the living God." "What?" Paul said, "Know ye not that your bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you? You are not your own; you"ve been bought with a price" ( 1 Corinthians 6:19 ). What relationship can there possibly be with the temple of God and with idols? 

as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty ( 2 Corinthians 6:16-18 ).

So, God"s call for His people to separation. You are to be different from the world. You cannot have real communion with the world. You have no common ground of meeting. You"re trying to bring two diverse situations together. You"re trying to join together the life of the flesh with the life of the Spirit. They cannot co-mingle. It"s an unequal yoke. So, God"s call for you is to come apart. "Be separate, saith the Lord. Don"t touch the unclean thing. And God said, I will be a Father, and ye will be my sons and daughters."
As a child of God, you do live different than a person who is not a child of God. You"re expected to live differently. Living by different standards, living for different purposes. "If you only love those that love you, what do ye more than others? Even the publicans do the same. But love those that hate you, do good unto those that despitefully use you, pray for those that persecute you; And so shall ye be the children of the Father" ( Matthew 5:44-46 ).

You see, Jesus is declaring, "You"re to be different. You"re a new creation." "The old things have passed away; everything is become new" ( 2 Corinthians 5:17 ). And God now lays claim to you as His son, as His daughter.

"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. For he that hath the love of the world in his heart hath not the love of the Father" ( 1 John 2:15 ). The cry of the Spirit, "Be ye reconciled to God." The ministry of reconciliation. You can only be reconciled to God as you come into the life of the Spirit, denying the flesh, denying yourself, the self-centered life. And taking up your cross to follow Him. And that"s the challenge of the Spirit of God to our hearts tonight. May we respond in Jesus" name.

Father, we thank You for Your word. And may Thy Spirit take Thy word tonight as a sharp, two-edged sword and may He cut deep into our hearts to expose those things that are there, in order that He might heal. Heal our relationship with You that we might be reconciled unto God through Jesus our Lord. Bless Thy word now, may it take root and may it grow forth and bring forth fruit unto Thy glory. In Jesus" name we pray. Amen.

And now, "be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For he who hears the word of God, and does not do it, is like unto a man who is looking into a mirror: And sees the truth about himself, but as soon as he walks away, he forgets what he saw" ( James 1:22-24 ). How easy that is, isn"t it? We have an image of ourselves. We look in a mirror many times and we"re shocked at the truth. But as soon as we walk away, we embrace our image again. We forget what we saw.

I don"t want to acknowledge what I saw. I like my image of myself better than I like the reality of myself. In my image of myself, I"m still in shape. Far from reality. So is the man who hears the word of God, acknowledges the ideal, but then doesn"t live by it. He"s deceived. He"s living in a delusion, a dangerous delusion. So with the psalmist may we pray, "Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there is a way of wickedness in me, and God, lead me in the way everlasting" ( Psalms 139:23-24 ). In Jesus" name. "

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-16
Shall we turn in our Bibles now to II Corinthians, chapter seven.

The first verse of chapter seven immediately refers us back to chapter six. And so as we look at this, we realize that chapter seven more, verse one of chapter seven, more appropriately belongs with chapter six. This is one of those cases where I feel they made a mistake in their chapter separations.

Originally, when Paul wrote his letter to the Corinthians, it was just a letter that they were to read straight through. In about the year 1300, in the 1300s, a scholar decided to divide the Bible into chapters. And so, they made chapter distinctions in the 1300s to help a person, really, in looking up a scripture. Oh, I know it"s somewhere in Isaiah. Well, that"s a pretty long book. So they divided Isaiah into sixty-six chapters, so you can say, "Well, it"s somewhere in the fifty-third chapter. If I say, "Oh, well," then you were able to find it more readily.

Then in the 1600s, they came along and they divided the Bible up also into verses. Divided the chapters into verses. And so making it even that much easier to look up a particular passage of scripture. But this was done by man, nothing about divine inspiration as far as the chapter divisions. And so, though they overall did a very excellent job, in a few places I feel that they did make a mistake. And this is one where I feel there is a mistake in the chapter divisions. For obviously, as we begin chapter seven, we have a reference back to chapter six as he refers to the promises that he had just quoted.

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved ( 2 Corinthians 7:1 ),

What promises? In verse seventeen and eighteen, Paul put together a collage of scriptures from the Old Testament, none of them quoted exactly accurately. But in the latter part of chapter six, and of course, remember Paul did not have chapters and verses, and so he is quoting from memory, which they so often did. But let me share something with you now.

I do feel that there is a tremendous benefit in a lot of the new translations, in that it has gotten us away from this kind of being bound to chapter and verse, or being bound to the exact wording of a scripture. The Holy Spirit is not really called the Spirit of Chapter and Verse. He"s called the Spirit of Truth. Now, it is more important that you grab the truth out of the verse than the exact wording. The truth that is there is what will set us free.

And so Paul is free quoting, free translating as he brings the essence of truth that was expressed through the word. And I think that this is great when we have the truth in our hearts and we can express the truth and we don"t have to worry about getting the exact quotation.

A lot of people are so bound because, "Oh, I don"t know if it"s in or on, you know." And I"m afraid to say it because I don"t know if it"s in or on, you know. And I want to be so . . . We grew up in Sunday School, and the teacher, "No, no, no, that was wrong." You know, because you made some slight mistake in the preposition or something. And so we become fearful of quoting the scripture because we want to quote it exactly word for word.

But the new translations, especially the Living Letters, Amplified and so forth, do help free us from that sort of bondage almost that we had to the "get the word just exactly right." Get the truth right, that"s what"s important. The Spirit of Truth. King James is an excellent translation, but the Bible wasn"t written in King James. Paul didn"t know anything about King James English. And I, he can"t quite go along with the fellow who says, "Well, I like the King James Bible because that"s the one Paul wrote." And they are so bound, you know, to the exact word.

So, Paul is freely quoting from several passages of the Old Testament and as he is freely quoting, he makes reference here to some of the glorious promises that God has made. First of all, God said, "I will receive you" ( 2 Corinthians 6:17 ). And that, in itself, is something to be thankful for. Something to rejoice over, the fact that God will receive me. You know, the President of the United States won"t even receive me.

I, years ago, when I was in college, I went back to the Ford Motor Company. I wanted to meet Henry Ford. That"s the kind of a young man I was. And I went into the factory there in Detroit, Michigan and I said to the girl at the desk, "I"d like to see your boss." And so, she got me into her boss and I said, "I"m here; I"d like to see Henry Ford." And the fellow said, "Well, I would, too. I"ve been working here for the Ford Company for thirty years, I haven"t seen him yet, you know." He wouldn"t receive me. But the Lord said He would receive me. That"s what is important.

Not only that, He said, "I will be a Father unto you" ( 2 Corinthians 6:18 ). Now, there are a lot of people who have difficulty in relating to God in the father image, because they did not have a good relationship with their own fathers. And unfortunately, we are finding this to be true more and more. As the fathers refuse to take their real role as a father within the home, and thus, many times people have a hard time relating to God as a father. If indeed you have a poor father image because of your own relationship to your own earthly father, don"t be afraid of the father image.

If you"ve had a good relationship with your father, then this becomes really glorious as God says, "I will be a Father to you." And it has all of the right implications. It should have, no matter what kind of a father you"ve had. It should have the right implications to you.

Fortunately, I had a great dad. And so this thing has all the right implications. I"m thrilled that God would say, "I will be a Father unto you," because I had a great father. My father was a real supporter and fan of his son. I could be playing football, the stands would be crowded with people, and after I had made a touchdown, everybody was cheering and yelling, I could hear my dad above them all. Always I could hear my dad. "That"s my son, you know." Great dad! And so, I have no problem with this father image, and it"s really something that"s very meaningful to me that God would say, "I would be a Father unto you," because it implies to me the love, the devotion, the attention, the provisions, the concern--all that my dad was to me. "And ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty" ( 2 Corinthians 6:18 ). Glorious promises.

"Having therefore these promises," that He would receive us, that we would be His sons and daughters, He would be our Father, 

let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God ( 2 Corinthians 7:1 ).

So the call was, "Come apart and be separate, saith the Lord, touch not the unclean thing." The broader context is, "Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship has light with darkness? What concord has Christ with Belial? What part has he who believes with an infidel? What agreement has the temple of God with idols?" So come apart from idolatry. Come apart from unrighteousness. "Be separate, saith the Lord, don"t touch the unclean thing. And if we will, then God will receive us, be our Father, we will be His sons and daughters" ( 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 ).

And because of these promises, let us then really come apart; cleanse ourselves from the filthiness of the flesh and of the mind. And there is both. The filthiness of the man"s flesh, the filthiness of the man"s mind, as we perfect or we become complete in holiness in the fear of God. The reverence of God, the awe of God.

Again, I think it was Thursday night that we mentioned that whenever we talk about the fear of God, there are some people that have the wrong concept here. When I was a child, I was afraid of God. I had heard a lot of preaching that caused me to be afraid of God. I was afraid that God was going to hurt me. That He was just waiting for me to do something wrong, and then He was going to hurt me. And as a child, I had this fear of God. God"s going to hurt me.

That is not the fear of God that the Bible is encouraging. My fear of God is changed. Now I fear that I might hurt God. I love Him. I appreciate His love; I don"t want to do anything that would hurt Him. And that"s what the true fear of the Lord is. Afraid that you might hurt Him. God truly isn"t going to hurt you, and I surely don"t want to hurt Him.

Now, Paul is talking in sort of a relieved way. Paul heard that there were problems in Corinth, that there were divisions there, and so he visited the church and his visit was a disaster. Yes, there were divisions, and they sort of polarized when Paul came. So Paul left Corinth quite upset. He then wrote a letter to them and sent it by Titus. And after he wrote the letter, he worried about that letter that maybe he was too severe. Maybe he laid it on them too heavy. And so he was really worried about what their reaction would be to the letter that he wrote because he was very firm in the things that he said. And he did rebuke them soundly in many areas.

And so, Paul now is coming back to the previous letter. And Titus, having met him . . . Paul was in Troas, opportunities came to minister there, but Paul couldn"t rest in his spirit because he was so worried about the Corinthians and what their response might be. The heart of the true minister. You know that, at times, it is necessary to rebuke. And yet, you"re fearly because you don"t want to hurt. And so Paul said,

Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have corrupted no man, we have defrauded no man. I speak not this to condemn you: for I have said before, that ye are in our hearts to die and live with you ( 2 Corinthians 7:2-3 ).

So, Paul is now asking for acceptance by them, for he has been honest before them.

Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my glorying of you: I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears. Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus ( 2 Corinthians 7:4-6 );

So, Paul is telling now of his feelings, his love for them, and how concerned he was because he hadn"t heard from them. And he had sent this letter off, he didn"t know how they received it, he didn"t know just what the reaction was going to be, and he had this real turmoil going on within him. The fighting on the outside, no rest; within him he was filled with fear. Until he finally caught up with Titus, and Titus told him of the positive response of the people in Corinth to the letter that he had written.

And so, "God that comforts those that are cast down," I like that. "God who comforts those who are cast down." You"re cast down in spirit tonight. God comforts those that are cast down. But that comfort comes by getting our eyes on the Lord. Getting them off of those troubling things that have disturbed us. You see, our problem is that we so often become so completely involved in our problem that we lose sight of God. The problem becomes overwhelming; we lose perspective. Our problem seems to be greater than God. But God comforts those that are cast down. So we need to get our eyes upon the Lord this evening.

If you"re discouraged, if you"re cast down, if you"re worried about a pressing situation, get your eyes off of that and get your eyes on to the Lord. Just begin to worship Him, tell Him how much you love Him. Develop your relationship with God, and you"ll be amazed how the other things will just smooth out. Jesus said, "Seek first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these other things will be taken care of" ( Matthew 6:33 ). Isn"t it interesting how that our minds are so filled with these other things.

All through Bible college I was looking for that one that God had chosen to be with me in the ministry. Every year when the new class came in, I sat in the front row looking them over. Graduation time came, and I had never seen one that really did anything for me. In fact, we used to say that 95 percent of the women in America were beautiful and the other 5 percent went to our school. And I was getting a little panicky. Graduation time has come. Going have to go out into the world by myself. But the Lord kept giving me the scripture, "Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these other things will be taken care of, will be added to you."
So, I just began to seek the Lord first, His kingdom. And one evening, in the most unexpected way, as I was sitting at a ballgame . . . I had graduated; I had been out ministering as an evangelist. I had come home for a time. My brother was playing on a ball team, and we used to play together a lot, so I went out to watch his game. And as I was sitting there watching the game, here came this beautiful gal who didn"t want to sit down on the bench because it was dusty. And so I just scooted across and said, "Here, I"ve dusted off a place for you." Right out of the blue, there she was.

So Paul said, "I was comforted."
And not by his coming only, but by the consolation wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told us your earnest desire, your mourning, your fervent mind toward me; so that I rejoiced the more ( 2 Corinthians 7:7 ).

Titus brought good news: "Paul, the people have really repented. They really love you, Paul. They really appreciate your love and concern for them. And they were grieving over these things that they had allowed to become a part of the fellowship there in Corinth." And so, Paul speaks about the report of Titus just really rejoicing his heart.

For though I made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did repent ( 2 Corinthians 7:8 ):

"Man, I was sorry for a while until I got Titus" word. I was really sorry that I wrote that letter, because I didn"t know how the response was. And so at one time, I had really felt bad that I wrote it. Now I don"t."
for I perceive that the same epistle [or letter] hath made you sorry, though it were but for a season. Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death ( 2 Corinthians 7:8-10 ).

And so, Paul draws a distinction here between sorrow and repentance. There is a sorrow; there is a godly sorrow that works repentance. There is a sorrow of the world that brings death. Repentance brings a change. True repentance is to change. We find in the Scriptures that Judas brought the money back that he had received from the high priest when he betrayed Jesus. "And he said, "Take this back; I betrayed innocent blood." And they said, "What"s that to us? It"s your problem." And so he threw it down at their feet and he went out and he said, "Now it"s your problem." And he repented and went out and hung himself" ( Matthew 27:3-5 ).

Judas was sorry for what he did, as many people are sorry for what they have done. But if you"re sorry and you keep doing it, that just brings death. If you"re sorry and you don"t do it anymore, that"s repentance. Godly sorrow that leads to repentance.

Peter denied his Lord three times. When the rooster crowed, Jesus looked at Peter, and Peter remembered the words of Jesus that said, "Before the cock crows you will deny me three times. And he repented and went out and wept bitterly" ( Matthew 26:75 ). Never again did Peter deny his Lord. He repented. There was a real change. And repentance always does signify a change, and the godly sorrow works repentance.

I dare say if you would go to San Quentin Prison and do a survey asking the question, "Are you sorry for your crime?" That you probably have a very high ratio of prisoners that would mark a "Yes, I am sorry for what I did." But if they were totally honest, and your next question said, "Are you sorry for what you did, or are you sorry that you got caught?" That if they were truly honest, most of them would then put, "I"m sorry I got caught." For when they get out, they go back and they do the same thing over again, only they would try and do it more cleverly so they won"t get caught the next time.

Now, make sure that you just don"t have a sorrow that you"ve been found out, sorrow that you got caught. That"s worldly sorrow. Godly sorrow brings a change, a changed life. "Godly sorrow works repentance to salvation, not to be repented of."
For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter ( 2 Corinthians 7:11 ).

So, the things that Paul wrote to them about: their carnality, their allowing into the fellowship evil conditions. And there was a real repentance there in Corinth over these things. 

Wherefore, though I wrote unto you, I did it not for his cause that had done the wrong, nor for his cause that suffered wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear unto you ( 2 Corinthians 7:12 ).

So, it was really for your sakes that I wrote these things. That you might know how concerned I am about you.

Therefore we were comforted in your comfort: yea, and exceedingly the more joyed we for the joy of Titus, because his spirit was refreshed by you all ( 2 Corinthians 7:13 ).

So, I"m rejoicing because of the treatment you gave Titus, and how joyful he was over what God had wrought in your lives.

For if I have boasted any thing to him of you, I am not ashamed ( 2 Corinthians 7:14 );

And he, Paul no doubt told him what a tremendous church the Corinthian church was, what great people.

but as we spake all things to you in truth, even so our boasting, which I made before Titus, is found a truth. And his inward affection is more abundant toward you, whilst he remembereth the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling ye received him. I rejoice therefore that I have confidence in you in all [of these] things ( 2 Corinthians 7:14-16 ).

So Paul"s report from Titus, his reaction and response to it. Titus" feelings concerning the church of Corinth and how that the hurts and the wrongs had now been corrected as the result of Paul"s first epistle.

Now, as we get into chapter eight, towards the end, in fact the sixteenth chapter of the first epistle, Paul wrote to them in Corinth also, on the first day of the week to set aside an offering for the poor saints in Jerusalem. You remember when the church first started in Jerusalem there was an attempt at a communal type of living. The people were selling their possessions, bringing the money to the apostles, and the apostles made distribution to every man according to as he had need. They had a real equality.

But in times when they had ran out of funds, they had sold their homes, their properties, now the money had been dissipated. The needs were still there. And so, the church in Jerusalem was in a very poor condition. The church in Jerusalem was made up basically of Jews who were suspicious of the Gentile believers. Not all of them were convinced that a Gentile could really be saved except he became a Jew. There were many Pharisees and all who believed, but they brought in a lot of the Jewish practices, and with it, a general suspicion of the Gentile.

Paul, being an apostle to the Gentile, is desiring to take to Jerusalem, to the Jewish believers, a good, healthy sum of money to help them in their poverty, to sort of break down the feelings that existed in the Jewish believers towards the Gentile believers. He felt if we could bring to them a generous offering from the Gentiles, that this wall of partition that more or less existed between them could be broken down. And they would realize the oneness of the family of God as they received help and support from the Gentile believers, a token of their love and esteem for Jerusalem.

Now, it was from the church in Jerusalem that the gospel went out. And so there was a debt, in a sense, of the Gentile believers to the church in Jerusalem, for it was the result of the church in Jerusalem sending out the apostles and all that they received the gospel.

So, Paul comes back now and spends the eighth chapter on the issue over the offering that he wanted them to take for the church in Jerusalem. And in encouraging them to give, he first of all tells them of what the churches in Macedonia gave. Now Macedonia was upper Greece, the area of Thessalonica, Berea, Philippi. And these churches in the upper part of Greece were rather poor. And yet, they gave very generously.

The church in Corinth was a wealthy church. And so, Paul is encouraging them to follow the example of the poor brethren in Macedonia. And so, 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-24
Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit [or we would bring to your remembrance] of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; How that in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality ( 2 Corinthians 8:1-2 ).

And so, though they were impoverished themselves, they were extremely liberal. They say that poor people usually give much more to the poor than do wealthy people, because the poor people understand what it is to be poor. This is, I believe, true. It has been our observation through the years that the most generous people within the church are not the wealthiest people, but the poorer people seem to be more liberal.

Now, giving to God can never be measured by the amount. God doesn"t measure the gift by the amount. God measures the gift by the cost to the giver. You see, if you"re making a million dollars a year and you give God a hundred thousand dollars tithe, you"re not really giving very much. Doesn"t really cost you much. Look at all you"ve got to live on.

If you make ten thousand dollars a year and you give God a thousand dollars, that"s giving a lot, because you don"t have that much left to live on. What did it cost you? Jesus was with His disciples, standing in the temple, watching the wealthy people as they were coming along and putting their gifts there at the altar with all of their show and ostentation. This is what Jesus was referring to when in the Sermon on the Mount, He said, "And when you give, don"t be like the Pharisee who like to get a trumpet band going in front of them." Fanfare, "Everybody, here"s how much I"m giving. Toot-too-too-toot, too-toot!" Fanfare, you know, you make a big thing out of it.

One little lady came in and dropped in a mite, which was a half of a penny. And Jesus turned to the disciples and He said, "That little lady gave more than all of the rest. For they all had given out of their abundance, but she gave her very substance, all she had." So, God has an interesting way of accounting and of keeping accounts as far as what you give. For God looks at what it cost you to give, and that is the measurement whereby God measures our gifts.

So the church in Macedonia, they gave out of their deep poverty. Yet, they were so liberal in their giving of their offerings. 

For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much entreaty [and begging us] that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints ( 2 Corinthians 8:3-4 ).

So the church in Macedonia, Paul was probably reluctant to take the money. Say, "Oh no, you guys need this." And he was reluctant to take their money, because they had made such a liberal offering and they had needs themselves. But they insisted; they entreated Paul, "Take this money because we want to share. We want to have this koinonia. We want to have this . . . " Well, the word koinonia was translated one place all things in common. We want to have this total sharing with the church. 

And this they did, not as we hoped [more than what we had hoped, actually], but [they] first gave their own selves to the Lord, and [then] unto us by the will of God ( 2 Corinthians 8:5 ).

Now, of course, it is important that you give yourself. God is far more interested in you giving yourself than He is giving your money. In fact, if you don"t give yourself to God and just give your money, it"s not going to do you any good. "They gave first of themselves, and then unto us by the will of God."
Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish in you the same grace also. Therefore, as you abound in every thing ( 2 Corinthians 8:6-7 ),

Now, this was the poor saints there who were in Macedonia. They gave liberally. Now, "you abound in everything." You abound,

in faith, and [in the] utterance [of the word], and [you abound in] knowledge, and [you abound] in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace [charis] also ( 2 Corinthians 8:7 ).

In this giving. The word charis is an interesting Greek word. It means everything that is beautiful, lovely, glorious, translated grace.

I speak not by commandment ( 2 Corinthians 8:8 ),

I"m not ordering you.

but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love ( 2 Corinthians 8:8 ).

Now having used, first of all, the church in Macedonia as an example of giving through grace, he now refers to even a greater example.

For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich ( 2 Corinthians 8:9 ).

And so, calling upon, first of all, the Macedonians as the example of giving. Now a more dramatic illustration, "the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, though He was rich." The universe is His, all that is in it. The world is the Lord"s and the fullness thereof and all they that dwell therein. "Yet for your sake He became poor, in order that through His poverty He might make you rich."

And herein I give my advice: for this is expedient [necessary] for you, who have begun before, not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago ( 2 Corinthians 8:10 ).

"Now we"ve been talking about this," Paul says, "for quite a while." 

Now therefore ( 2 Corinthians 8:11 )

We"ve talked about it, "Now therefore,"
perform the doing of it ( 2 Corinthians 8:11 );

"We"ve been talking about it for a long time. Now do it." There comes a time when we need to quit talking and we need to start acting. Start doing it. There"s a time when, really, you need to quit praying and start moving. When Moses had led the children of Israel out of Egypt, and they came to the Red Sea, and they had camped there near Paihero. And they looked behind them, and the Pharoah had come with his chariots and his army. It says Moses fell on his face and cried unto the Lord, and God says, "Why are you crying unto me? Get up and get moving, Moses." Now is not the time for a prayer meeting; now is the time to move. "Take your rod, stretch it forth over the sea and all." And so, there comes the time for action. We can talk about something for a long time, but then the time comes, we"ve got to move upon it. And that"s what Paul was encouraging them here. Look, you"ve been talking about it for a long time. Now do it. Perform it, the doing of it. 

that as there was a readiness to will ( 2 Corinthians 8:11 ),

Or you were willing to do so.

so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that [which] he hath not ( 2 Corinthians 8:11-12 ).

It"s your willingness to do. Now Paul will go ahead and talk further about giving in chapter nine. Actually, this whole thought of giving goes on through into chapter nine. And in chapter nine, he says that your giving should not be from pressure, should not be from constraint nor grudging. In other words, don"t give if you"re going to complain or gripe about it. Better not to give. God doesn"t like a griping giver. Who does? God loves the cheerful giver.

The word in the Greek is hilarious. The offering should be the most hilarious time of the whole service. And if you can"t give with hilarity, you shouldn"t give. You know, if when you give you think, "Oh man, I could go to Bob"s and get a Big Boy and a malt, you know. Now I can"t, because I"m giving it." It"d be better that you go get your Big Boy and a malt and get your indigestion and all, than to give it in a grudging way to God. God doesn"t want you to begrudge what you"ve given to Him.

And that"s not only in money, that"s in anything, in service, of time, or whatever. What I give to God I ought to give out of a willing heart, out of a loving heart, without begrudging or griping about what I"ve given or done. That completely spoils the gift when someone then begins to complain or gripe about it.

So there was, first of all, a willing mind. That"s great. That"s accepted. God accepts the willingness of your mind according to what you have. You don"t have to give what you don"t have. 

For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye be burdened ( 2 Corinthians 8:13 ):

I don"t want to lay the whole burden on you. 

But by an equality, that now at this time your abundance may be a supply for their want [needs], that their abundance also may be a supply for your want [needs]; that there may be an equality ( 2 Corinthians 8:14 ):

And so, this is what Paul is calling for within the church: an equality. Now, there are places today in the world where the church is really suffering. And that is why we have mission projects. That is why we send thousands of dollars to the Christians in other areas of the world every year. That is why we send out free tapes by the thousands all over the world to various missionary groups, that there might be an equality. God has blessed us abundantly, which lays upon us the responsibility of sharing, then, with those churches that have not been as blessed. That there might be this equality within the body. Who knows? Maybe someday we"ll need help from them.

As it is written, He that had gathered much had nothing over ( 2 Corinthians 8:15 );

This is when God had sent the manna to them in the wilderness.

and he that had gathered little had no lack ( 2 Corinthians 8:15 ).

The equality that was there. 

Now Paul is going to send some messengers down there to collect this offering.

But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus for you ( 2 Corinthians 8:16 ).

Titus feels for you just like I do, the same feeling.

For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being more forward, of his own accord he went unto you. And we have sent with him the brother, whose praise is in the gospel throughout all the churches ( 2 Corinthians 8:17-18 );

Now, just who this brother is that went with Titus, I don"t know. But Titus was wanting to go back and to take this other letter of Paul back to them, and there went with him another brother who was well spoken of in all of the churches. There are those who believe it was probably Luke, but we don"t know for sure.

And not that only, but who was also chosen of the churches to travel with us with this grace ( 2 Corinthians 8:19 ),

Or with the money that you sent.

which is administered by us to the glory of the same Lord, and declaration of your ready mind ( 2 Corinthians 8:19 ):

So, he was chosen to take this offering with us. So, Paul is not going to be solely responsible for seeing that this gets back to Jerusalem, but these trusted men are going to be going with Paul in taking this money to the church in Jerusalem.

Avoiding this, that no man should blame us in this abundance which is administered by us ( 2 Corinthians 8:20 ):

Paul wanted to be very careful in the money matters, recognizing that it"s the Lord"s money given by the Lord"s people. He sought to be very careful that there was a proper accounting of the money, lest there would be suspicion upon him that he had been taking the Lord"s money.

Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of [all] men ( 2 Corinthians 8:21 ).

An honest accounting of the funds that have been given. I think that this is so vital for the church to keep an accurate accounting of the monies that have come in, and how they"ve been dispensed. And our church books are open to anyone who attends here and who supports the church. If you want to know how your monies are expended, the books are open, and you can look at the books, and you can see how the monies are expended. You have a right to know.

If you don"t give, it"s none of your business. Some people want to come in and look at the books, and they"re total strangers. We don"t open up the books. It"s none of their business unless they give. If you give, then it is your business, and we"re happy to provide you with an accounting. We feel that we need to "provide things honest in the sight of all men."
And we have sent with them our brother, whom we have oftentimes proved diligent in many things, but now much more diligent, upon the great confidence which I have in you. Whether any do inquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellow helper concerning you: or our brethren be inquired of, they are the messengers of the churches, and the glory of Christ. Wherefore show ye to them, and before the churches, the proof of your love, and of our boasting on your behalf ( 2 Corinthians 8:22-24 ).

"So, go ahead and give a generous offering and show to them, prove to them what I said about you was true. That you"re just good people and generous people." So, Paul is sending now these men to collect the offering for, from them that he might, when he goes to Jerusalem, take it to them.

And he will continue in the next chapter this thought on their giving before he moves on to the vindication of his apostleship in chapter ten.

I would like to commend you for going through chapter seven and eight. They are not the most inspiring chapters in the Bible. Paul is dealing with local issues in the church of Corinth. However, there are basic principles which we have sought to bring out, because the principles remain though the situations change. And so, though this isn"t the most inspiring portions of the scriptures, yet there are important principles to be gained in this session.

I will frankly confess there are many other areas of scripture where I find much more inspiration, and yet, we don"t want to skip this, because we might skip some principle that is very necessary for us.

Father, we thank You for Your word, a lamp unto our feet, a light unto our path to guide us through our journey through this life. Now, Father, help us to fix our eyes upon the goal, looking unto Jesus, the author and the finisher of our faith that we might run with patience the race that is set before us, that we might be faithful servants, doing Your will, living for Your glory. In Jesus" name. Amen.

The Lord be with you and bless you abundantly. We look forward to seeing you when we return from Israel in a couple of weeks. In the meantime, you pray for us as we will be praying for you that the Lord will just minister to you of the abundance of His grace, His mercy, His love through Jesus Christ our Lord. That you might be blessed through the work of His Spirit in your inner man, making you strong, bringing you victory. May the Lord guide your life, keep your life, and use your life for His glory. In Jesus" name. "

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-15
Shall we turn in our Bibles to II Corinthians, chapter nine.

Paul has been, in the last couple of chapters, talking to them about the collection that he wanted them to take for the poor in Jerusalem. The church in Jerusalem had gone through a lot of problems, severe persecution. And the Christians in Jerusalem were in great physical need. And so, Paul is asking the Gentile churches to show their love in the body of Christ for their brothers in Jerusalem by sending an offering by his hand to them. And in chapter eight, he talks to them about the gathering together of these funds. In chapter nine, he continues his appeal to them to give for the aid of the church in Jerusalem. And so,

As touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you ( 2 Corinthians 9:1 ):

Because, he said, "I know how willing you are to do these things."
For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of [which are in] Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many ( 2 Corinthians 9:2 ).

So, Paul is talking to them again about ministering to the needs of the church in Jerusalem. And he said that, I know a year ago you were ready to do it, and I shared with others your willingness, and they became excited over your willingness. And it was an inspiration to them to give. Your zeal has been an inspiration, provoked others.

Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf ( 2 Corinthians 9:3 );

And so Paul sent Titus and another brother ahead to receive the collections that they had taken up to help the church in Jerusalem, and Paul"s a little concerned now. He"s been boasting of how generous and willing the Corinthians were in supporting, and now he"s hoping that they"ll come through with his boasting of them. And so, "I have sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf;"
that, as I have said [that as I have declared of you], ye may be ready [to give]: Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, ye) should be ashamed in this same confident boasting ( 2 Corinthians 9:3-4 ).

So, Paul is sort of trying to cover his bases in a sense. He"s been bragging all about them, told the churches in Macedonia, "Oh, these guys are really super givers and all, and they"re really ready to aid." And now, if I come and you haven"t done anything, you know, I"ll be embarrassed, and you"ll be embarrassed and all. So it"s encouraging them in this giving.

Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness ( 2 Corinthians 9:5 ).

Now, Paul really didn"t want any offerings taken while he was there. He wanted it to all be done in advance. Paul wanted to preclude any criticism that might come of his ministry saying, "Well, Paul"s just in it for the bucks." And he was extremely careful in this regard, not wanting to bring a reproach to Jesus Christ in the matter of giving.

Unfortunately, there are many who do bring a reproach to Jesus Christ because of the emphasis that they make upon giving. And there are all types of ways to fleece the flock of God. And believe me, these clever evangelists have discovered every way, and even some that weren"t there.

But Paul didn"t want any kind of accusation that he was fleecing the church. And therefore, he wanted it all to be taken care of. He sent a couple fellows in advance so that all of the giving would be over with by the time he got there. That he could just receive what was given, and take it on to the church in Jerusalem. But didn"t want any collections made while he was there.

It"s, to me, an extremely embarrassing thing to have your name or whatever used as the tool for raising funds. A few years back, I was over in Hawaii speaking at a Bible conference, where I"ve been invited to speak at this Bible conference. And so the first night, when the fellow went to take the offering, he took about ten minutes, and you know, "We have asked our brother Chuck to come over here, and it cost, you know, the money and all to get him here. And we want to make sure that he"s well taken care of and all, and so we want you to really give tonight to provide for our dear brother Chuck"s needs." And all this kind of stuff. And I sat there on the platform just embarrassed silly.

And so when I finally got a chance to get up, I said, "I appreciate what this brother said about your poor brother Chuck, but I want you to know, I"m not going to take one penny for being here. For I have an extremely wealthy Father who takes care of all of my needs, and I don"t have to depend upon people to provide for my needs, because my Father so adequately takes care of me. Gives me a generous expense account and supplies all of my needs. And so, if you want to take up offerings here, that"s fine. If you want to give, that"s good. But don"t give for poor brother Chuck, "cause he"s not going to take a cent from you. I"m here to give and not to receive."
And I was just really embarrassed. I don"t like my name used as the goat or the gimmick or whatever to get people to give. I do trust in my Father to supply my needs, and He does, and He"s very good about it. He"s very faithful in that. And so, really, I sort of modeled myself after Paul in this regard.

I have always been disturbed over the emphasis that churches so often place upon giving. And that is why I, perhaps, gone the other direction in the pendulum and say so little about giving. That is why we never mention to you any needs that might exist, because we"re not looking to you; we"re looking to the Lord to supply for the work of the ministry. And when God guides, God always provides.

And I always look a little ensconced at these who have been led by God into some great program, and the whole thing"s going to fail unless you bail God out. I somehow don"t conceive God as being on the brink of bankruptcy every other week and ready to fold His whole program because people don"t come through and rescue Him from financial insolvency.

So, Paul had the same attitude towards giving. Didn"t want any offerings taken while he was there. Didn"t want any emphasis placed upon money. "Go ahead and get it all in before I get there, so that when I arrive, there will be no collections taken while I am there."
But in the giving, Paul does mention an interesting basic law of God. And that law of God is a spiritual law. And it is interesting because it is hard, at times, to understand just how it can work. And I don"t know the mechanics of how it works, all I do know is that it does work. Now, there are a lot of physical laws that I know work. I don"t know how they work. I understand a little bit about the laws of magnetism. The attraction of opposite poles and the repelling of like poles. I know that the positive charges repel each other. Now, why they repel, I don"t know. Why opposite poles attract, I don"t know. I know they do. From the time I was a child, I knew that I could take a magnet and slowly put it down and finally watch the nail jump up to the magnet, and some invisible force that was grabbing that nail and pulling it up to the magnet and holding it to the magnet. Later, as I began to study a little bit of physics, I understood that opposite poles attract. Now I know that; why they do, I don"t know.

I know a little bit about electricity. Enough not to put my finger in a socket. I know that we can project, and this I don"t know whether or not the electrical charges are going in the wire or around the wire, that I don"t know. But I know that they can be transmitted along a wire. And I understand a little bit about alternate currents and direct currents, but just how it works, I"m not sure. I know that the laws are there, and I learned to have used to advantage those laws. I know that gravity is a natural law, that it works. I know not to defy it. Now why it is that mass attracts, I don"t know. But I know it does.

The same with spiritual laws that are also established by God within the universe. And though I can"t explain how they work, I know they do. And so, you learn to live by these laws. You learn to follow these laws, and to reap the results. Now, I know that there is a spiritual law that declares, "Give, and it shall be given unto you, measured out, pressed down, running over" ( Luke 6:38 ). Now, just how it is that the more you give to God the more you receive, I don"t know how that operates. But Paul brings out this spiritual law here.

But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully ( 2 Corinthians 9:6 ).

Now that"s the spiritual law. And when you put it like this, I can begin to understand it a little bit how the more you give, the more you"ll get. For Paul here puts it in a framework that I can begin to understand a bit. If I am sowing wheat in the field, it stands to reason the more seed I sow, the greater harvest I will have. Now, if I want to be very careful about how I sow, and just take the seeds and toss them out here and there, then I"m only going to have little wheat shoots here and there. I"m not going to have much of a harvest. But if I go out and sow just abundantly, then I"m going to reap an abundant harvest. So, putting it in that kind of a framework, I can begin to understand a little bit how the more you give, the more you get. The more God returns, the greater the harvest. 

And so, Paul brings it over into this law of giving, saying that if you sow sparingly, you"re going to reap sparingly. But if you will sow bountifully, then you will reap bountifully. That is a law of God. Interesting, it is the only law that God challenges you to prove. A lot of people say, "I"m going to prove God now." But God has only challenged you to prove Him in one area, and that is in this law of giving. And God said, "Prove me now herewith, saith the LORD, and see if I will not pour out unto you a blessing that you cannot contain" ( Malachi 3:10 ). And that proving Him is in the giving to God of tithes and offerings.

So there is a basic law, it works. I can"t explain how it works. All I can do is assure you that it does work. God says prove me and see if it doesn"t. Only in the one area of giving. Now, 

Every man ( 2 Corinthians 9:7 )

And here is how we are to give, "Every man"
according as he has purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity [out of pressure]: for God loveth a cheerful [hilarious] giver ( 2 Corinthians 9:7 ).

And that"s what the Greek word means. God takes it as a personal affront, and I would, too, if I were God. When someone gives Him something, and then gripes about it. You ever had someone give you something, and then they go around and they complain and you know, about what they gave to you? Giving grudgingly. My feeling is always, "Keep it, man. I don"t want it." You know, I don"t like gifts with strings attached. Many times, things are given to the church, and I really don"t like to question motives, but sometimes people sort of have let it slip. "You know, this chair was given to us by our grandmother, and we don"t want to get rid of it. We don"t really have any use for it. We don"t really want it, but we thought we"d give it to the church, you know, because we don"t want to throw it away." And then it becomes our obligation to put it someplace and to keep it for grandma"s sake, you know.

But God doesn"t want you to give anything to Him begrudgingly. You know, with an all right-I"ll-give-it-to-you kind of an attitude. And God as much as says, "Hey, keep it. I don"t want it; I don"t need it."
Nor does God want your gift to be by pressure. Someone really putting the pressure on you, you know. Everybody"s looking now to see what you"re going to give. And God doesn"t want the gift to come by necessity, by constraint, by pressure. But what you give to God, which God receives and accepts, is that which you give with just a cheerful heart. Giving hilariously. "Lord, you know, here." I love it, to give to God just. It"s a joy to be able to give. And only that should you really give to God. That which is given hilariously, because it is only that which God really respects and honors. So you"re better off to keep it than to give under pressure, constraint or grudgingly. You"re better, really, off to keep it, and you would be better off if you"ll just keep it. And only give what you can give with a hilarious heart because of your love for Him. So, "Every man as he has purposed in his own heart, so let him give."

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work ( 2 Corinthians 9:8 ):

That is God"s return now to you. You have given to God hilariously. God will never be a debtor to you. Remember that. God will never be a debtor to man. As the scripture said, "Who hath given, and it has not been recompensed unto him again?" ( Romans 11:35 ) And as Jesus said, "Give and it shall be given, measured out, pressed down, running over," because God"s not going to be your debtor. So, "God is able to make all grace abound toward you," taking care of all of your needs, "every good work."

(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever ( 2 Corinthians 9:9 ).

And so, he puts together here, actually, some of the psalms in this verse, "has dispersed abroad; given to the poor: his righteousness remains."
Now he that ministereth seed to the sower [or God] both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness:) ( 2 Corinthians 9:10 )

And so God, who gives the seed to the sower, gives us the bread. May He multiply the seed that you have sown, and just increase your fruits.

Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God ( 2 Corinthians 9:11 ).

And so, may God just return to you riches untold. 

For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God ( 2 Corinthians 9:12 );

So, it doesn"t just . . . it has a two-fold purpose. It takes care of their need, but it also creates a praise in their hearts to God. And so the people who are receiving, as they receive the gifts that you have given, they"re going to be giving God thanks. And so through your giving, actually, you are provoking a lot of thanksgiving to be directed unto God. As people go away and say, "Oh, thank You, God. Oh, praise the Lord. Lord, You"ve taken care of our needs and all." And these praises are going to God, and they are actually praises that have resulted from your giving. I think that"s really a beautiful way to look at the giving. In the fact that it is going to bring blessing to other people who, in turn, will give thanks to God for those blessings. And so your giving is not only just taking care of their needs, but it"s being the cause for bringing praise and rejoicing unto the Father.

While by the experiment of this ministration [ministry] they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; And by their prayer for you ( 2 Corinthians 9:13-14 ),

And of course, they, in turn, having received, will pray for you,

which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift ( 2 Corinthians 9:14-15 ).

So we"re talking about giving to God, but yet, you think of what God has given unto us: that unspeakable gift of Jesus Christ. And what was the motive behind it? "God so loved the world that He gave" ( John 3:16 ).

And so the motive behind our giving must be love. Our love for God. And any other motive is not really valid. Give because you love the Lord. Give what you purpose in your heart. What you can give hilariously, that give unto God and God will bless you abundantly for it. So the rule"s really about giving. And I want that those rules should apply here.

Really, I don"t want you to give unless you are motivated by the love of the Lord within your heart, and give only as you purpose in your own heart to give. Never feel pressured. Never feel constrained. We"ll never come to you pleading for funds for God"s work. We"ll close the doors before we do that. If things should get bad financially and all, and we start really going down the tubes, we"ll just close the door. We won"t come up and send you letters and say, "Well, we"re really in desperate straits," and all that. We"ll just close the doors, and I"ll head for Hawaii or something. Don"t feel sorry for us.

"Thanks be to God for His unspeakable gift." Oh, God is so good to us, and in His love He has given us so much, not only Christ, but that gift that is through Christ of the hope for the eternal kingdom and those riches in glory that are ours through Christ Jesus. You know, Christ is just sort of, in a sense, the obvious, but with Christ there comes so much. You know, the fringe benefits never quit. They go on and on and on and on and on. But they all come to us through Christ. "Grace and peace"--oh, these glorious gifts of God. How do I receive them? Through Christ--"be multiplied to you through our Lord Jesus Christ" ( 2 Peter 1:2 ). So He is the gift that really opens the door for all of these gifts that God bestows upon us.

Now Paul has finished his section upon the giving for the poor saints in Jerusalem and he goes on to other things. And these other things are very sober and serious things. Again, he deals with the challenge of his apostleship that was made by those in Corinth. There was a faction in Corinth that were against Paul, and this factious group tried to turn other people against Paul.

Divisions within the church are always an ugly thing. When people begin to align themselves with man or with some system of teaching, rather than with Jesus Christ. And so often when people create these divisions, rather than just saying, "Well, let"s start something new," they have to somehow give a rationale for starting something new by tearing down the old and by finding fault and by saying things against Paul.

And so these factions were at work. Always an ugly thing in the body of Christ. And so, Paul now is writing to these factious groups, addressing himself to the criticism that was made of him by these who sort of set themselves up as spiritual authorities. And there"s always those around, you know, who pretend to have a greater spiritual insight and a greater spiritual understanding.

They go around with sort of putting off this aura of, "Well, brother, when you really arrive at, you know, the degree that I am, you will understand these things. I can understand now, you just are not ready for these things. But as you mature and grow, then you can understand these deeper things of God." And these malarkey that they come off with, you know. And so, as though they are more spiritual, have greater insight. And you poor peons, someday maybe you"ll arrive, but in the meantime, we feel sorry for you. Trying to bolster their own cause by tearing down others.

There is, they used to have the "Confucius say." I don"t know if Confucius said all the things he"s attributed to having said, but I can remember one of the "Confucius says" when I was a kid. And it used to be, you know, one of the popular things, "Confucius say," you know, "Many men smoke but few men chew." One of the things that they used to say. But there is another saying attributed to Confucius, and probably more accurate. And it was, "Confucius say, Man who throws mud loses ground." I like that. You see, you can"t really throw mud without getting your hands dirty and losing ground.

They were throwing mud at Paul. Paul seeks now in the next few chapters to defend himself, as though he needed to defend himself. It"s tragic that Paul was put in this posture. And Paul is embarrassed by it. He"s more or less forced now to say things he doesn"t want to say. These are things that were between he and the Lord. These are things that he endured for Christ"s sake, willingly, gladly. Things that he didn"t go around, you know, trumpeting all over the land. But now he"s more or less forced, because of his position being challenged by these evil people in Corinth, to reveal some of the things whereby his apostleship is really proved. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-18
Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base among you, but being absent [I am] bold toward you ( 2 Corinthians 10:1 ):

This is one of the charges that are made. "Hey, when he gets away he can write these terrifying letters, but when he"s here, he"s just so meek and you know, just so mild mannered and all. But he gets away, and then he writes these terrifying letters to you. But when he"s around, he"s an ugly little runt." And they were making fun of his appearance.

And according to one of the early books of the Apocrypha written about the year 200, the Acts of Paul it was called, I think it is. It does describe Paul, and it said he was a short little fellow, heavy eyebrows that came together, a hooked nose and sort of bandied bow legs, you know, bow-legged and sort of bandied little knee, knobbing knees and just not much to look at. And that"s what they were saying in Corinth. "Hey, this guy"s not much to look at but he gets away, man, he becomes dynamic and powerful. With us he"s a ninety-seven pound weakling. He"s gets away and he"s an atlas." And so they were making these kind of accusations against Paul. And so he says, "I beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence I am base among you, but being absent I am bold toward you."

But I beseech you ( 2 Corinthians 10:2 ),

Twice now, the beseeching, not demanding, but just appealing to them.

that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against some, which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh ( 2 Corinthians 10:2 ).

They were accusing Paul of walking according to the flesh. They were making all kinds of bitter accusations against him and he"s warning that when he comes, he doesn"t want to really come down heavy on them. However, if the necessity is there, he will.

For though [he said] we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but [they are] mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ ( 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 );

So we walk in the flesh; that is, we are in a body of flesh. However, our real warfares are not fleshly warfares. Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh. Paul, writing to the Ephesians, said, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, and powers, and spiritual entities in high places" ( Ephesians 6:12 ). Our real battles, our real warfare are not physical battles. They are spiritual battles with these spirit entities that surround us, and there is spiritual warfare constantly going on. We do not and cannot imagine the extent to which this spiritual warfare is being waged in the universe around us.

You remember when Daniel set his heart to seek the Lord in fasting and in prayer. And after twenty-one days, the angel came to Daniel and said, "From the day you first called unto God I was dispatched to bring you the answer; but lo, the prince of Persia captured me and held me until finally Michael, that great prince, came and set me free and now I am come to reveal unto you those things that you desire to know of God."
This great spiritual warfare that was going on hindering the answer to Daniel"s prayer for twenty-one days, as this angel dispatched from God was held and captured by the prince of Persia, by the powers and the spirit forces of darkness and held until Michael came and delivered him. We are not really cognizant of the spiritual warfare that does go on in the universe around us. It would be well if we would be more sensitive to the fact that there is a spiritual warfare going on, and many times, we get the flack of that spiritual warfare. The by-product of it oftentimes are feelings that we really don"t understand and can"t really define. A feeling of heaviness, a feeling of depression, a feeling of discouragement or a feeling of despair, despondency. A feeling of restlessness, just a feeling of agitation. These feelings can often result from the by-product really of the spiritual warfare that is going on around us.

There is a tremendous battle over the souls of men being waged by the Spirit of God and by Satan. That desire to control the mind and the soul of man. And many a time a person is in the midst of that conflict as it is their soul that is in the balance. God"s Spirit tugging; Satan holding on. Tremendous spiritual battle. And to be aware of them is vital for us as Christians if we"re going to maintain a life of victory.

One of our problems is that we do not always recognize when Satan is attacking. And quite often, we"re prone to just pass it off on just, you know, our own nature or our own just feelings or, "I just woke up this morning feeling horrible, and I just get in these cranky moods sometimes. You"re just going to have to forgive me and all." And we"re not aware of the fact that we are under a spiritual attack. And because we"re not aware of the fact that it is a spiritual attack against us, we just go on, rather than standing against it and resisting it. For the Bible tells us if we resist the devil he"ll flee from us. But I"ve got to recognize that it is Satan"s attack before I resist it.

So, there are really the three R"s I call the spiritual victory. And the one is to recognize the source of the attack. This is the enemy at work. He"s attacking me. Having recognized it, then I can deal with it by resisting it in the name of Jesus. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. And then the third key to victory is to rejoice in the victory of the Lord over the powers and the forces of darkness, and as you rejoice you find the depression goes; you find that the irritation leaves, and you begin to really feel victory in Christ. And what a difference the day becomes because you have taken that victory that is yours through Christ over this attack of the enemy against you.

But too many times we just bow our head and we, you know, go on being battered and beaten, feeling lousy and don"t know why. Complaining to God because things are going so horribly. Failing to recognize that it"s actually a spiritual attack of Satan against you, against your home, against the family. And they can be manifested in so many ways.

So, we walk in the flesh but we really don"t war after the flesh. The warfare is a spiritual warfare, and for this spiritual warfare it takes spiritual weapons. And God has provided us those spiritual weapons. And in Ephesians chapter six, Paul said, "Therefore recognizing that we"re wrestling against these spirit forces and powers, put on the whole armor of God, that you might be able to withstand the works of the evil one." That you might stand against them. And he talks about the helmet of salvation; he talks about the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God; the shield of faith whereby we quench the fiery darts of the wicked one. And then having armed you completely, he then concludes by saying, "Praying with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, let your requests be made known unto God" ( Philippians 4:6 ).

So the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. The weapons of the spiritual warfare are spiritual weapons, the word of God, faith, prayer. And by these we come against the attacks of the enemy, and by these we can defeat the enemy. None of you as a child of God need to go on being harassed by Satan. You have the authority and the power through Jesus Christ to put the enemy to flight. And when you come against him in that victory of Christ that was wrought at Calvary, Satan must yield. "Resist the devil and he shall flee from you. Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh unto you" ( James 4:8 ).

Our problem is that so often, rather than coming against the enemy with spiritual weapons, we come against him with the weapons of the flesh. "I"m going to conquer over this. I"m going to, you know, lift myself out of this depression. I"m going to . . . " And we come with our own fleshly devices and schemes rather than with the spiritual weapons that God has placed at our disposal. And so the fight goes on and on and on and on. And I live in a quasi world constantly battling, constantly being harassed and attacked by the enemy, because I"m trying in my flesh to ward off his power and his attacks against me. The "weapons of our warfare are not carnal, they are mighty through God pulling down the strongholds." And that"s exactly what we can do through prayer is pull down the strongholds of the enemy.

Now, the area of the battlefield is in the imagination of man and in his thoughts. Satan battles you in your mind. The spiritual battles are waged in your mind. That"s where Satan challenges God. "Hath God said? Does God know? Is there knowledge in the most high? Does God see?" And quite often we are deceived by Satan thinking that we are getting by. God doesn"t see.

"If God sees, then why didn"t He do something about it?" And because God doesn"t instantly strike we think, "Well, we"re getting by with it." And we"ve deceived ourselves into thinking that we are somehow getting by with our evil. It"s going unnoticed by God. We seem to be prospering in our wickedness. But as the old adage goes: The wheels of justice grinds slowly but exceedingly fine. And it will come out.

But in our minds Satan will plant thoughts, ideas, fantasies. What do I do with them? Do I say, "Oh, I like that. Um-hmm." And I begin to fantasize and see myself in this experience, and I begin to go on in my mind and play with it and, "Oh, you know, it would be so good and I could be so happy. And oh, it"s so ideal." And you continue to fantasize, and Satan takes that imagination, that fantasy, and he uses it to trip you up. The law of metaphysics, the visualization. What do you desire? Put it in your mind. Put it before your mind. Write your goal on a piece of paper. Put it on your mirror. And when you shave in the morning, look at it and just see yourself now in this position of power. See yourself in this position of authority. See yourself sitting behind the desk, president on the you know . . . And as you are visualizing, your subconscious will take over and will begin to device the methods and the means whereby your visualization can become an actualization.

And so Satan works. You begin to visualize yourself in these things, doing these things. And your subconscious begins to develop the schemes and the methods whereby it becomes a reality. And suddenly you find yourself caught up in that which you really thought I would never do. But you see, you first of all did it in your mind. That"s what Jesus was talking about when He said, "You"ve heard that it hath been said, "Thou shalt not commit adultery." But I say unto you, Whoever lusts after a woman in his heart" ( Matthew 5:28 ). You see, there is where it starts: in the mind, in the fantasizing. You"re already guilty. You"re on the road. You"re on the way. You"ve already in your mind done the act. And so that"s where it has to be checked.

That"s where we need the spiritual weapons. To check those imaginations. And "casting down every imagination and anything that would exalt itself against the law of God," that would put me in opposition to what God hath said. "Bringing every thought into captivity unto the obedience of Jesus Christ." If that thought that you have doesn"t measure up and match what Jesus would have you to be or to do, then get rid of it. Don"t play with it. Don"t flirt with it, because it can bring you into damnation.

So the weapons of our warfare. We need the spiritual weapons to fight this spiritual warfare. We may walk in the flesh, but that isn"t where the real war takes place. It takes place in my mind. The spiritual battle for the control of my mind. And if I have the mind of the flesh, then I"m going to reap corruption. But if I have the mind of the Spirit, then I"m going to reap life and joy and peace in the Holy Spirit. But the battle is for the mind and Satan is trying to captivate your mind.

And look at the tools that he has today to captivate your mind and to plant things into your mind that would take you away from the Lord. Look at the abundance and the availability of pornography today. Satan is working overtime to bring out things to capture your mind and to cause these fantasies to start going. And you"ve got to stand in the strength and in the power of the Holy Spirit against these onslaughts of the enemy, or else you will find yourself brought into captivity and in the bondage of your flesh.

My heart goes out to you. It"s not easy to live the right kind of life today, because every ungodly pressure in the world is against you. And you cannot in your flesh maintain a spiritual experience. You must take and use everything God has made available for you if you"re going to stand in these days.

And that"s how Paul concludes this little talk in Ephesus to the Ephesians on the same subject. He said, "Stand ye therefore, and having done all, stand" ( Ephesians 6:13 ). And God knows sometimes that"s about all we can do. I mean, after Satan has been through and the battering and the blasting, just the fact that I"m still standing, man, that"s all right, you know. Thank God. It"s only by the grace of God that I"m standing, because surely Satan is out to destroy you and to pull you down.

And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled ( 2 Corinthians 10:6 ).

Paul is again referring to those in Ephesus in whom he plans to, if they do not change, bring revenge upon their disobedience. Now,

Do ye look on things after the outward appearance ( 2 Corinthians 10:7 )?

And this is where they were making fun of Paul"s outward appearance. You know, "He"s weak and contemptible in his presence. His speech is contemptible." Paul said, "Do you look on the outward appearance?" 

If any man trust to himself that he is Christ"s, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ"s, even so are we Christ"s ( 2 Corinthians 10:7 ).

So these people who were saying, "Well, we are really of the Lord." Paul says, "Wait a minute. I"m also of the Lord." "Oh, we have the mind of Christ." Paul said, "We also have the mind of Christ." "We have received a revelation." Paul said, "I have received a revelation." So these people, they say they"re of Christ, but just put this down. "We also are of Christ."

For though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your destruction, I should not be ashamed ( 2 Corinthians 10:8 ):

Now Paul"s authority was given to him of the Lord to build up the body of Christ. And so be careful. You see, when a person is speaking authoritatively and he is using that to tear down the body of Christ, then that"s a dangerous thing. To destroy. Paul said, "My gift wasn"t given to me to destroy, but to build up. If I have the anointing of God"s Spirit and the word of the Lord in my heart, that word was given to me to build up the body of Christ. These people are going around trying to destroy or to tear down the body of Christ."
That I may not seem as if I would terrify you by letters. For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak ( 2 Corinthians 10:9-10 ),

Spinally little guy.

and his speech contemptible. Let such a one think this, that, such as we are in word by letters when we are absent, such will we be also in deed when we are present ( 2 Corinthians 10:10-11 ).

When I come in the deeds I will be powerful and weighty. Paul wasn"t really one to be messed with. When Paul was on a particular island--and it"s in the book of Acts and it doesn"t come clearly, you can go and get the details--but there was this governor of the island, Sergius Paulus. And Paul was sharing with him the things of Jesus Christ. And there was a certain sorcerer, I think Elymas the sorcerer who was speaking against the things that Paul was saying. And Paul turned to Elymas and said, "God smite you with blindness, brother." And the guy went blind. So that old Sergius and all of them were really amazed at the power demonstrated through this man Paul.

Paul says, "Hey, as I am in my letters: powerful, weighty; that"s the way I"m going to be in my deeds when I deal with these guys when I get there." Man, if I were one of those speaking against Paul, I think I"d take a leave of absence and leave town for a while.

For we dare not make ourselves of the number [of those who are guilty of the mistake of] comparing themselves with others: for by measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, they"re not wise ( 2 Corinthians 10:12 ).

Now this is often a mistake that people make. You see, we look around and say, "Hey, I"m not too bad." Because I"m comparing myself with you. And as we use each other as our standard for comparison, we can sometimes feel very heady, very proud, you know, because I"m using another man as my standard for comparison.

But Paul said that isn"t wise. Why? Because no man is my standard. Jesus Christ is my standard. God doesn"t call me to be like any man; He calls me to be like Jesus Christ. And though I may look at some man and say, "Well, you know, I"m not too bad." When I look at Jesus Christ, I say, "Woe is me; I"m a sinful man. God help me."

So here in Corinth there was this little group puffed up because they were comparing themselves with each other, using each other as the standard for comparison. And thus being puffed by that, but that"s a mistake. That"s not wise. God help us that we don"t fall in that trap. That we don"t measure ourselves by others, but let"s look at Christ as the standard. For an interesting scripture in John, chapter sixteen where Jesus said, "When the Holy Spirit is come, He"s going to reprove the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment: Of sin, [He said] because they don"t believe in Me" ( John 16:8 , John 16:9 ). Interesting statement, because we would think of sin because they"re liars and cheaters and adulterers and fornicators and murderers and thieves. But not that, a sin because they don"t believe in me. Why? Because Jesus through His death paid the price for every sin.

There"s only one sin that can condemn a man now, and that is the rejection of Jesus Christ. He "didn"t come to condemn the world but to save the world. For the world was already condemned and this is the condemnation, light came into the world but men wouldn"t come to the light" ( John 3:17-19 ). That"s the condemnation. Sin, because they don"t believe in Me.

But then He said, "Of righteousness, because I ascend into my Father" ( John 16:10 ). Now, that again is an interesting statement. Why would He equate righteousness to His ascension into heaven? The ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven in the sight of the disciples was God"s statement to mankind: This is the righteousness that can be received into heaven. Nothing less. If you want to be accepted into heaven, then that is the righteousness that God accepts into heaven.

You say, "Woe is me; I"m out." No, for by faith in Jesus Christ, God imputes to us that righteousness which is of Christ through faith. But it does immediately eliminate any work that I might be seeking to do to be accepted by God. It does eliminate works as a method to gain entrance into heaven completely. The ascension of Jesus Christ puts the standard of righteousness so high that I cannot attain it by my own effort. I must accept it as the gift of God through His grace. "Of righteousness because I ascend unto heaven." God"s declaration, This is the standard.

So He is the standard by which we must measure ourselves, not each other.

But [Paul said] we will not boast of things without our measure, but according to the measure of the rule which God hath distributed to us, a measure to reach even unto you. For we stretch not ourselves beyond our measure, as though we reached not unto you; for we are come as far as to you also in preaching the gospel of Christ: Not boasting of things without our measure, that is, of other men"s labors; but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly ( 2 Corinthians 10:13-15 ),

And so Paul says, "I"m not going to, you know, measure myself by other standards. The work that I did, it"s sufficient. The labor that I had among you, that"s the measure. Your faith in Christ, your following after Him, that"s the testimony. That"s the witness to the authenticity of my ministry. You yourselves, the fruit of my ministry attest to the fact that my ministry is valid." And Paul said,

To preach the gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man"s line of things made ready to our hand ( 2 Corinthians 10:16 ).

And so Paul talks about his ministry. He wasn"t really interested in going around and building on another man"s foundations. He wasn"t really interested in going where the gospel had already been declared. He was interested in going to regions beyond, and when he had come to Corinth, they had never heard before. Now that they had heard and believed, there were always those fellows ready to move in and to put Paul down and try to build their own little popular followings. And that is always the case.

You know, when people see a marvelous work like God has done here at Calvary Chapel, there"s always a thousand and ten ministers around the country that suddenly feel called to Orange County. "Maybe we can catch some fallout. Or maybe we can pull some out."
Whereas it is interesting that every week we get calls and letters from all over the country of people pleading to have a Calvary Chapel-type ministry in their area. Hundreds of requests every year come in. For they say there is nothing like Calvary here where we can go and just be taught the word of God. But yet why isn"t God, you see, why doesn"t He call people to those places where there, you know, there hasn"t been already a work established. Why are they called to come five blocks away or nearby and establish a work and then come in and say, "Folks, why don"t you come over. We"ve got a little . . . Calvary"s good, but you know, they are just lacking a little bit. And so God"s called us to complete the work. They"re just little." It"s a shame really when there are thousands of areas around the country pleading for someone to come and teach them the word that these people don"t hear a call of God to go there.

And so Paul is faced with this in Corinth. All of these guys moved in. They weren"t going to unreached regions. They were going in and trying to build on the foundation that he established. Why is it that they go into the church and try to take away from the church, rather than going down to the beach? Or going to the public marketplaces?

Amazing how, many times, while we"re sitting here studying the word of God, people are out there plastering your cars with invitations to some event in their church that"s going to be happening. We have a crew that"s out there every service to take the things off of the windshields that are put on by these people that come around when the cars are parked there. You"ll never know what you"ve been invited to.

But we will call these people and we"ll say, "Why would you come to our parking lot to pass out your literature? Why don"t you go over to the South Coast Plaza mall? Why don"t you go down to the beach? Why are you trying to take away from the body of Christ? You know, if you"re really valid, why aren"t you going out and winning the lost?" And Paul says, "That"s the validity of my ministry is to go to regions beyond where the gospel hasn"t been heard." The call of God upon Paul"s heart: go out where the need is. Don"t go and build another church and duplicate another ministry. But go out where the need is. "To preach the gospel in the regions beyond, and not to boast in another man"s line of things made ready to our hand." Not to come in and try and just take off from someone else"s work. 

But he that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but whom the Lord commendeth ( 2 Corinthians 10:17-18 ).

It"s not what I think about myself that counts; it"s what God thinks about me. It"s not what I say about myself that really matters; it"s what is God saying about me? So with you. It"s not what you have to say about yourself that is really important; it"s what does God have to say about you? Not what you have to say about your calling or your ministry or whatever; what is God saying about it? It isn"t he who commends himself. That isn"t where it"s at. But the commendation of God, that"s the thing we need to see. If we want to glory, let"s not glory in our works or in our efforts, but let"s glory in what the Lord has done.

I feel so embarrassed many times, because as I meet people from around the country, ministers and all, and they"ll say, "You"re sure doing a great work there in Costa Mesa." And I always correct them, I say, "The Lord is indeed doing a fabulous work, and I have the privilege of watching what He is doing." I don"t look at this as my work. God knows what I can do. I can make a mess out of anything. Like we used to say, "Our kids could get juice out of anything when they ate, you know little kids. Eat dried crackers, but they get juice out of them." And even as they could get juice out of anything, I can make a mess out of anything.

This is a work of the Lord. It"s marvelous in our eyes. We have the joy and the blessing of seeing God work. And "He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" for what God has done. And let us not seek man"s commendations, man"s approvals. Let"s seek the Lord"s approval.

What does God think of me and of my service? Men might be hailing me, saying how wonderful I am. Hey, that doesn"t matter. They could be wrong. What is God saying? That"s what I"m concerned with. What"s God"s opinion? That has me deeply concerned. God help us.

Father, we thank You again for Your word, standard for life. The light for our path. May we walk in Your truth. And O God, may we live after the Spirit and after the things of the Spirit. A life that is pleasing and acceptable, Lord, unto Thee. In Jesus" name we pray. Amen.

May the Lord be with you and may He bless you through the week as God ministers unto you those infinite riches of His love and grace wherewith He loved you before the world ever existed. And may you come to have a fresh insight of God"s love and concern for you. That you, in turn, might have a new depth of love and relationship with Him. May this be a blessed week. Blessed of God in every way. "

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-33
Let"s turn to II Corinthians, chapter eleven.

Paul"s authority as an apostle has been challenged in the Corinthian church by certain Jewish teachers who had come in behind Paul, as they so often did, seeking to put the people under the bondage of legalism. Knowing Paul as we do, we know the emphasis of his ministry was the grace of God. And there were those who really could not handle the grace of God as Paul taught it, and they would come in following Paul and tried to discredit Paul. And they would seek to, as I said, put the people under legalism saying that you could not be a Christian unless you were circumcised and were obedient to the law of Moses. And they espoused a righteousness through works which Paul disdained, preaching the righteousness which is through the faith of Jesus Christ.

And so in order to bolster their own position among the people, they would seek to tear down Paul. Now, Paul was the one that founded the church. Paul went out and did the groundwork. He was the one who went into a heathen, pagan city and shared Christ with them and brought the people into the glorious knowledge of Jesus Christ. These men were parasites. They would come in after Paul and seek to profit off of Paul"s work bringing the people into bondage.

So they would bolster themselves. They"d say, "We are real Jews. Paul isn"t a real Jew. We"re the real Hebrews. We"re the real Israelites." And the rabbis in those days would often yell at their students, and if they thought they weren"t getting a point, they would start slapping him in the face. And evidently some of these fellows were following some of the typical rabbi customs, for Paul will get to that in a moment as he talks about his ministry and the difference between his ministry and those who came in after him.

Now having put Paul down, trying to destroy Paul"s credibility, Paul feels that it is necessary that he re-establishes his credibility, though it shouldn"t be necessary. That he should answer some of the charges that these persons had made against him and against his own character. And so Paul says,

Would to God ye [I wish that you] could bear with me a little in my folly [for just a moment] ( 2 Corinthians 11:1 ):

And he talks about this boasting as folly. This boasting of the things that he endured for Christ. It was forced upon him. He really didn"t delight in waving his own banner. But it was something that was necessary because of the way that these false teachers were trying to build their own stock by tearing Paul down. So, "I wish that you would bear with my folly," Paul said,

and indeed bear with me ( 2 Corinthians 11:1 ).

So he makes a presumptive clause here: "I wish you would, now do it."
For I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ ( 2 Corinthians 11:2 ).

Now marriage in those days was by arrangement, and the parents would get together and say, "You know, you"ve got a pretty daughter; I"ve got a handsome son. Why don"t we marry my son and your daughter, you know." There were three aspects to marriage. There was, first of all, the engagement. Now this could take place as early as three or four years old. You have friends? Been friends for a long time? They"ve got a little girl; you got a little boy. Well, why don"t we marry them off when they get old enough. They"re engaged to each other. So little kids in kindergarten, "Who are you engaged to?" You know.

As they grew up and the time came for them to get married, a year before the marriage they would enter into an espousal, which was a total commitment much as marriage. It was necessary to get a divorce from an espousal. However, the marriage was not consummated until the marriage ceremony. It was during this year of espousal that Mary conceived of the Holy Spirit the child Christ. That"s why it was such a problem with Joseph.

Now the espousal lasted for one year and was more equivalent to our engagement period today. Where the commitment has been made, but not yet consummated. And then, of course, the seven-day wedding ceremony and the conclusion of the seven-day ceremony, the consummation of the marriage.

So Paul is talking now as a father, "And I have espoused you. I"m your spiritual father. You came to know Jesus Christ through my ministry among you. I have a jealousy for you like a father has for his own child, for his own daughter. And I have espoused you unto Jesus Christ, and it is my desire to present you unto Him a chaste virgin."
They had some interesting customs with their marriage. When the marriage was consummated, then they would have to show what they call the tokens of virginity. The father would keep this as proof in years to come that his daughter was a virgin. It was an extremely important thing.

In fact, just the other day in Israel, a girl was put to death by her family because she had relations with a boy before she was married. And the family honors was at stake, and they put the daughter to death. It"s a Bedouin tribe. They"re carrying on the old customs from way back. And it"s very severe and Bedouins still practice this today. If a girl is not a virgin when she is married, then that comes back on the family, the honor of the family and the father, because it"s the father"s responsibility to make sure that she remains a virgin until the time of her marriage. And I mean, they take that as an awesome kind of a responsibility and honor thing. And to them that is so very important.

And so Paul says, "Hey, I"m like a father. I"m jealous for you. My desire is that I present you unto Jesus, unto Christ as a chaste virgin. Don"t want you corrupted by these other teachings and by these other teachers. Being led away into another Jesus, another gospel. I sought to keep it pure. I sought to keep you pure in the gospel of Jesus Christ."
But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ ( 2 Corinthians 11:3 ).

It is so difficult to keep the gospel simple. There are always men who are wanting to complicate it. And all you have to do is go around and look at the way men have complicated the gospel.

Couple weeks ago on Sunday morning, I was standing in the old city of Jerusalem just inside the Joppa gate, and we were haggling with one of the shopkeepers there. And I heard this ka-rump, ka-rump, ka-rump, and naturally I looked up to see what was going on. And here"s this solemn looking guy, looked like, man, he had sour stomach or something. I mean, just looked awesome, fierce, sour. Had this golden cane; big, red hat on top of his head, black robe, walking down this little narrow street there in Jerusalem, the old city, taking this cane and tapping it on the rock sidewalk as he was coming down, ka-pom, ka-pom, ka-pom, and behind him these guys in their black robes and black hats and all, looking just very somber, sober, marching in cadence to this ka-room, ka-room, ka-room, you know. And here they"re marching to church. They"re going to officiate in the services. And the shopkeeper said, "Well, there go the Christians to church this morning."
Sour, mean looking, fierce, awesome things, the guys were walking four abreast in a line of about, oh I suppose there"s four, you know, lines, four abreast. Everyone just, you know, and this guy, ka-pom, ka-pom, and there go the Christians. Well my feeling was, if that"s Christianity, I don"t want any. They"ve made it so complicated. You know, you"ve got to approach Christ this complicated way.

Paul said, "Oh, I"m jealous for you. I wanted to present you in just the purity. I"m fearful lest someone has taken away from you the beautiful simplicity that is in Christ." Wherever we start to create our religious systems, begin to create our hierarchies. I want to show man that I"m higher than you, so I wear a particular color robe. And my robe shows that, hey, I"ve got one on you, you know, I"m one above you. And so I try to . . . I want everybody to know how godly and important I am, you know. And so we start making these degrees and these systems and we get so far removed from the simplicity that is in Christ.

How I love kindergarten. How I love to go and sit in the classroom and just listen to the little children talk about God. The simplicity of their faith. The simplicity and the openness of their love. Oh, their theology may be mixed up a little bit. On the first morning when the voice came over the speaker in the kindergarten class, they"re all sitting there, and suddenly the voice on the speaker says, "Attention, please." One little kid says, "Is that God?"

But oh, how I love the simplicity. I"m thankful that God made me a simple person. Not all complex. Paul had a great fear that these people were coming in and laying all kinds of regulations, all kinds of rules. And hey, the other day in Israel we were sitting in a restaurant and in the corner there was this silver bowl with a little silver ladle and all. And this fellow came in and he took, he went over there and he took the thing. And he . . . if you don"t do it the right way and the right number of times and the right way and all, then you"re not really clean. You just can"t go and take soap and water and wash your hands and dry it on the towel. That"s not clean. You got to get into this little routine of doing it just a particular way and all.

And so here were these beautiful simple babes in Christ in Corinth. They were trusting and believing in Jesus Christ, loving the Lord, having a glorious time, you know. And then these teachers come in and start laying all kinds of rules on them, all kinds of regulations, and taking them away from the simplicity that is in Christ.

For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him ( 2 Corinthians 11:4 ).

Preaching another Jesus. Preaching another gospel. There are a lot of people who have taken the terminology and redefined it in order to confuse and deceive. For instance, the Mormons talk about their faith in Jesus Christ, their belief that He is the Son of God. That He died for their sins. That He is their Savior. And to listen to them talk you would say, "Well, we believe the same thing." However, the Jesus that they believe in was the brother of Lucifer. And they believe that God desired to redeem the world, and so He had the divine counsel and Lucifer came up with the plan of redemption. And his brother Jesus also came up with a plan of redemption. And the Father chose the plan of Jesus over the Lucifer and that made him so mad he came down to disrupt the whole plan of redemption that Jesus had. And this is even worked out in pageantry within their ceremonies within the temple. This big argument between Jesus and his brother Lucifer over the redemptive plan. Well, that"s another Jesus than the Bible speaks about Who is the only begotten Son of God.

So you"ve got talking about Jesus, but what Jesus is it? You talk about God, but what god is it? When you"re talking about God, are you talking about Adam who Brigham Young said is our only god with whom we have to do? The one who impregnated Eve?

Now the Mormons today really disclaim and it should be declared that they do disclaim Brigham Young"s Adam-God theory. They disclaim that, and it"s only honest to admit that they disclaim the Adam-God theory. They do not disclaim Jesus the brother of Lucifer. But the interesting thing is they don"t realize that Brigham Young was actually following basic Mormon doctrine when he declared that Adam was our God.

For what is the goal of the Mormon? If you"re faithful, if your marriage is sealed in the temple, you remain a faithful Mormon, you and your wife will become gods. And you will have your own planet, and you"ll be able to go out and populate your own planet, begin your own experiment. And you can oversee your own planet, and you will be the god over that planet. And we other nice people will be your angels and have to wait upon you and take care of the, you know, menial details. That"s Mormon doctrine. The ascension to godhead or to godhood.

Now, what did Brigham Young do? He took the doctrine one step backwards. In other words, why should we believe that it only started six thousand years ago with Adam and Eve? You see, Adam was a good, faithful Mormon on another planet somewhere. He and his wife were sealed in marriage, and so he came with one of his celestial wives, Eve, and they began to populate the earth. And Brigham Young only took the Mormon doctrine one step backward. They, they"re abhorred at the thought that Adam is our God, but it"s only their very doctrine that they espouse taking back a step instead of forward a step. Brigham Young was just going back. You see, all of us are progressing, if we are Mormons, into godhead or into godhood, becoming gods.

Seems to me that I remember someplace else where someone was told that they would become a god if they would only eat of the fruit that God said don"t. Preaching another Jesus. Coming by subtlety. Leading them away from the simplicity in Christ.

So Paul said,

For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles ( 2 Corinthians 11:5 ).

In other words, "I really don"t have to take a second seat to anybody." They had accused Paul of being rude in his speech. "His speech," they said, "is contemptible. He writes powerful letters, but in his speech he"s contemptible. His presence is, you know, he"s a puny little runt." So he said,

But though I be rude in speech, yet [I"m] not in knowledge; but we have been thoroughly made manifest among you in all things ( 2 Corinthians 11:6 ).

In other words, "Hey, I"ve been wide open with you folks. I have been hidden; I have not been clever and tried to hide things and live a double standard." 

Have I committed an offense in abasing myself that ye might be exalted ( 2 Corinthians 11:7 ),

"I didn"t come in as some big shot. I didn"t come in, you know, with apostolic authority and ordering people around and all. I came in as a servant. I came in just, you know, in simplicity of speech and manner and all, though I"m not in knowledge. I know better. But deliberately I was that way among you. I didn"t exalt myself. Have I committed an offense in abasing myself that I . . . that you might be exalted,"
because I have preached to you the gospel of God freely? ( 2 Corinthians 11:7 )

Now the thing was, while Paul was in Corinth he refused to take an offering. He did not allow them to support him. His support came, some of it, from the church in Philippi, who sent offerings down to him, and when there was a need, he went out and worked as a tentmaker to supply the needs. So he said, "Hey, just because I didn"t take your money, I didn"t rip you off." You see, these guys that were coming in, these teachers that were coming in putting Paul down, they were ripping the people off financially. They had all kinds of give-me gimmicks and just fleecing the flock of God. And yet, putting Paul down. Paul said,

I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service [in order to serve you] ( 2 Corinthians 11:8 ).

Now he doesn"t mean literally rob the other churches, but he was receiving offerings that they had sent to him to support himself while he was ministering to those in Corinth.

And when I was present with you, and wanted [I was in need], I was chargeable to no man: for that which was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself. As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this boasting in the regions of Achaia ( 2 Corinthians 11:9-10 ).

"You can"t say that I came down there and laid a heavy I-need-help trip on you. That I came down there to fleece you. That I came down there to take advantage of you. Because I didn"t receive anything from you."
Wherefore? ( 2 Corinthians 11:11 )

Why is this?

because I love you not? [Ah, come one.] God knoweth. But what I do, that I will do, that I may cut off occasion from them which desire [or are looking for an] occasion; that wherein they glory, they may be found even as we ( 2 Corinthians 11:11-12 ).

In other words, "I"ve done this. And those that are speaking against me, I"d like to see them do the same thing. You know, if they"re really hotshot apostles like they say they are, if they"re really all they say, let them do like I did. Let them not take anything from you. See how long they"ll stick around if you don"t support them anymore. See where the real love is. You know, cut off their support."
For such are false apostles, [they are] deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works ( 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 ).

These guys coming in with all these big put-on kind of stuff, acting so spiritual, acting so godly and all of this. I received a call yesterday, sort of a desperate call from Guatemala. Some guy has gone down there from the United States with this manifestation of Sons of God doctrine. And he"s introduced it, and some of the churches are just being ripped apart by this pernicious doctrine.

The doctrine basically declares that we are going to be manifested as the sons of God, and that is what the second coming of Jesus is. He"s not really coming literally, but He"s coming in the church and will be manifested through the church, and we will be the manifested sons of God. We are the second coming of Christ. As soon as we be manifested in glorious power, and you know, we"re suddenly going to be supercharged, supersaints, and we"re going to take over the world. And it has a lot of ego, kind of prideful kind of stuff involved, you know. "Hey, you"re . . . which country you want to rule?" You know. "And you"re going to be dynamic, and you"re going to be powerful, and you"re going to be manifested. And the whole world"s going to bow to you because they"ll see that you are indeed, you know, the son of God." And all this kind of stuff. And the world is waiting for your manifestation. And all we have to do is get perfect, and then we can be manifested. Oh well, that"s puts it off for a while, doesn"t it?

If you want to know one of the first ones in this area who began teaching that, he is on Channel 56 every once in a while. He"s got a golden altar and a big crown and all. His name is Oyl Jaggers. He"s the one that began the teaching of the manifested sons of God, and there you see one of the manifestations. To me it"s an abomination, not a manifestation.

So they come on, angels of the...you know, as ministers of light, apostles and all. But Paul says, "No big deal. Satan himself transforms himself or comes on as an angel of light in order to deceive. So that his ministers do, it"s no big deal." 

I say again, Let no man think me a fool; if otherwise, yet as a fool receive me, that I may boast myself a little [but if you want to continue thinking that, then accept me as a fool, but I want to boast just a little bit about myself] ( 2 Corinthians 11:16 ).

"You force me to do it, so I will."
Seeing that many glory after the flesh, I will glory also. For ye suffer fools gladly [you have allowed these fools gladly], seeing ye yourselves are wise ( 2 Corinthians 11:18-19 ).

I mean, he"s cutting them down. You know, "You"ve been taken; you"ve been taken in. You"ve been a sucker. These guys have taken you in. You"re so wise, you know, and you"ve allowed these fools."
For ye suffer [you allow], if a man bring you into bondage, if a man devour you, if a man take of you ( 2 Corinthians 11:20 ),

Here they were ripping them off.

if a man exalt himself, if a man smite you on the face ( 2 Corinthians 11:20 ).

"Listen to me, man, you know. Give me your wallet. These guys you"re accepting, you"re suckers, you"re being taken in by them." Paul said,

I speak as concerning reproach, as though we had been weak. Howbeit whereinsoever any is bold, (I [am] speak[ing] foolishly ,) ( 2 Corinthians 11:21 )

Hey, these guys are bold, 

I am bold also ( 2 Corinthians 11:21 ).

These guys,

Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I. Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths [or facing death] oft [many times]. Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep [out in the ocean]; In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness. Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not? If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities [my weaknesses]. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not. In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend [arrest] me: And [they let me out] through a window in a basket and was I let down by the wall, and escaped [out of] his hands ( 2 Corinthians 11:22-33 ).

This shows how incomplete is the record of the book of Acts. For these . . . Paul was writing this epistle to the Corinthians from Ephesus at the time in the book of Acts of the nineteenth chapter. And by the time you get to the nineteenth chapter, only about three of these things that Paul has listed are mentioned. But all of these things happened before the nineteenth chapter of Acts. So you see how incomplete the record of Acts actually is. It just sort of hit highlights. Paul is giving you a little more the things that he went through. It tells us a little bit of Paul"s tales of the stoning at Lystra and a few of these things. But man, what this guy went through to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with people who have never heard.

You think that you"ve really done something for the Lord, huh? You"ve really sacrificed for God. You"ve really made a commitment. Hey, look at this guy. I love Paul. In fact, he"s one of the first guys I"m going to look up when I get there. I"m not just going to go up and introduce myself; I"m just going to go up and just stand around and listen for a while to this guy. I"m anxious to meet him. He"s been sort of a role model for me. However, I haven"t, you know, I haven"t come anywhere. I mean, I don"t even belong in the same league. I"m bush league; this guy is a major leaguer. What commitment. Forced, really, to share these things. If it had not happened, we wouldn"t have known all these things about Paul. But he felt it necessary. These guys were saying, "Hey, we"re Jews. We"re this. We"re . . . " And Paul said, "Hey, they think they"re something; I"ve got them beat hands down, you know, if that"s what you"re looking for." 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-21
It is not expedient [necessary] for me doubtless to glory. [But] I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. I knew a man in Christ above [about] fourteen years ago ( 2 Corinthians 12:1-2 ),

Or over fourteen years ago.

(whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) [but] such a one [was] caught up to the third heaven ( 2 Corinthians 12:2 ).

Now, I"ve heard preachers talk about Paul"s out of the body experience, and they said that he had one of these out of the body experiences. Well, that"s interesting that they know that. Paul didn"t know himself, and it happened to him. Paul said, "I really don"t know if I was in the body or out of the body." Now if you go back fourteen years, you come back to Paul"s stoning at Lystra, and it is possibly this very experience that Paul is talking about. You remember that they stoned Paul at Lystra, and they dragged him out of the city thinking that he was dead, and his friends stood around him weeping? They thought, "Oh, poor old Paul. He"s had it, you know." His limp body lying there, and the guys had gone home who threw the stones. "Hey, we"ve killed him. We got rid of that guy now." And his friends are there crying. And suddenly Paul"s eyes began to flutter, and he gets up and he says, "Hey, let"s go back and preach." Paul, you got to be crazy.

Now it is possible that Paul actually was dead and that his spirit was taken up into heaven at that point. And it could be that he is referring . . . it was about fourteen years, a little over fourteen years that he had written. Before he had written this epistle that he says, "I knew this man in Christ just a little fourteen years ago, and whether he was in the body or out of the body, I don"t know." Whether or not I was actually dead or alive is what he is declaring. "I may have been dead and actually had an out of body experience. My spirit, I know that my spirit went into heaven. I don"t know if I was really dead or alive. I don"t know that. But I know that my spirit went into heaven."

Now brings up an interesting point: the fact that Paul didn"t know if he were dead or alive, but he did know that his spirit was in heaven, consciously there, hearing things that were so glorious it would be a crime to try to describe them, shows that the spirit immediately is there in the conscious state in heaven when you are dead. Paul said, "I don"t know if I was dead or alive." If at death you went into a slumber state, then Paul said, "Well, I had a glorious vision. I couldn"t have been dead because you know, I knew what was going on." But in reality he"s saying, "I don"t know if I was dead or alive. What I do know is I was caught up to the third heaven. Whether in the body or out of the body, I don"t know. But I do know I was caught up."

And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) How that he was caught up into paradise ( 2 Corinthians 12:3-4 ),

You remember Jesus said, "Today you will be with me in paradise" ( Luke 23:43 ). 

and [I] heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter ( 2 Corinthians 12:4 ).

Or which is, more literally, "a crime to try to describe." There is no language; there are no words that can describe the experiences that I had.

I read once of a little girl who was blind, but the problem was not irreparable. And a great physician performed a series of operations on her eyes. And they were taking the bandages off slowly, a few at a time, to allow more light to penetrate to the optic nerves, until finally they took off the last bandages. And the little girl, sitting there on her mother"s lap as the bandages were removed, looked around. For the first time could see her mother"s face, the doctor"s face, the room. She got off of her mother"s lap, walked over to the window, looked outside. Saw the blue sky, the green grass, the flowers, the trees, the children playing. She burst into tears. Came running back to her mother. Fell under her arms sobbing. Her mother said, "What happened? What"s wrong?" She said, "Oh, mommy, why didn"t you tell me it was this beautiful?" She said, "Well, sweetheart, I tried but it"s just hard to describe in words the colors, the clouds, the sky. I did my best."

When we get to heaven we"ll go up to Paul and say, "Paul, you were here. Why didn"t you tell us it was this beautiful?" "I told you, man. Be a crime to try and describe it." There are no words that can describe the glory, the beauty. You know, it"s because of our misconception of heaven or a lack of faith that we grieve over the Christians who died. "Oh, what a shame. He had his whole life in front of him. He was so young. What a shame." Oh, what a blessing. He doesn"t have to go through this cruddy world.

You know, if you really understood heaven, the glories, the . . . that we should weep over someone. God no, weep for yourself "cause you"re still around. But don"t weep for them. That"s foolishness. "Caught up into paradise. I heard these things, these words. It will be a crime to try and utter them."
And of such a one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, but in mine infirmities [my weaknesses]. For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say [tell you] the truth: but now I forbear [I"m holding back], lest any man should think of me above that which he seeth me to be, or that [which] he heareth of me ( 2 Corinthians 12:5-6 ).

"I don"t want you to think . . . I don"t want, you know, to think that I"m some, something or somebody because God has done all of this for me that you know, I"m something special." Paul wasn"t trying to elevate himself in their eyes. He was forced to just defend his place because the truth that he proclaimed was being challenged. And that"s the only reason why he was declaring these things to them, because the truth was standing in jeopardy. But he said, "I"ll tell you what I really glory in. I glory in my weaknesses."

And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure ( 2 Corinthians 12:7 ).

So Paul here now makes reference to this thorn in the flesh. And the Greek word is actually a stake or a tent stake. Now, when those Bedouins set up their tents, which incidentally is the job of the woman, the men don"t even know how to handle them; they don"t know how to set a tent up. They could make good coffee, but they don"t know anything about setting up a tent, that"s woman"s job. They have to . . . women have to take down the tent, carry the tents and set up the tents when the guy decides to, you know, move a bit.

Of course, he has to determine when it"s time to move. That"s his job. Not enough green grass here for our sheep, we better move along, you know. And he determines where they"ll pitch the tent, but then it"s the woman"s job. But out there in the wilderness, I mean, they really get some good howling wind. So they take these tent stakes, about eighteen inches long or so, and they drive these tent stakes in to hold the tents against those desert winds. 

Paul said there was this tent stake in my flesh. The spike, this stake really. Not a thorn, not a little irritant. This thing was really major. "There was given to me," interesting statement. Now I"m sure that as Paul was praying that it be removed, he didn"t know that it was given to him. That"s something he discovered in prayer. This thorn in his flesh, whatever it is. And God doesn"t tell us what it is, and I think that that is deliberate that it wasn"t told us what the thorn in the flesh was. There are hints; there are those that have made their guesses. Some believe it was an oriental eye disease that made Paul very repulsive to look at. Some believe that it was malaria fever, a special form that they have around Asia there that so incapacitated him and left him with constant migraine headaches. There have been all kinds of guesses, but we don"t know. The scripture is silent and so it"s only guesswork. And really, you"re better off if the scripture is silent that you remain silent.

I believe that God deliberately didn"t let us know what his thorn in the flesh was because any of us who have any thorn in the flesh can relate to Paul and relate to his experience. You see, if we knew exactly what it was, we"ll say, "Oh well, that"s Paul, mine"s different. God could do it for Paul, but you know, mine is so different than Paul." The fact that we don"t know, we can all relate to it. Because it was a bothersome thing; it was a painful thing. It was a weakness. He calls it an infirmity, and we have the word infirmary, infirmity, they are both the same root. An infirmary is a hospital, a place where the sick people are taken. And so Paul talks about this infirmity, a weakness, an ailment. Whatever it was.

There was this messenger of Satan buffeting him, but Paul discovered that "there was given unto me." In other words, he discovered that there was a divine purpose for it. It was something that God had allowed in his life.

For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me ( 2 Corinthians 12:8 ).

"Now three times," Paul said, "I sought God that He would remove it." Asking God to take away that very thing that God had brought to him. "That it might depart from me."

And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness ( 2 Corinthians 12:9 ).

So Paul came by the spirit to a totally new attitude towards this thorn in his flesh. Where at one time he was praying to be delivered, no longer was he praying to be delivered but now he speaks about, "I glory in it."
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities [this weakness] ( 2 Corinthians 12:9 ),

"Because God"s strength is made perfect in my weakness, I will glory in the weakness."
that the power of Christ may rest upon me [that God"s power might be manifested in my life] ( 2 Corinthians 12:9 ).

And then he says,

Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities [this weakness], in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ"s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong ( 2 Corinthians 12:10 ).

Why? Because I am now experiencing God"s strength. So the way that Paul dealt with the thorn in the flesh. You see, God didn"t answer his prayer as he prayed it, because God is sovereign. God doesn"t have to answer my prayers as I pray them. God is not a genie. He isn"t there to fulfill three wishes. He isn"t there to bow to my demands. I"m not running the universe. And if I have good sense, I won"t even seek to run my own life. But I will commit the keeping of my life to Him. I will commit my destiny to Him. I will seek His guidance and His direction. A man is a fool who tries to direct God to condescend to his will, to his demand.

What do I know? What do I understand the things that are going on around me? I see such a minuscule part of the total picture. I have been so mistaken in my judgment on issues because I didn"t know the whole truth. And when I knew the whole truth, I was so embarrassed by what I said. Oh, look what I did. Do you know what I did? Now I found out the whole truth, you know. I told that guy off. I told him how stupid he is. And he"s the judge. I have to face him next week, you know. Man, if I"d only known, you know. And so here I am so limited in my understanding and knowledge and yet I say, "All right now God, this is what I want You to do and if You want me to keep serving You, You better do it, you know. Or I won"t believe in You anymore. If you don"t come through on this one, Lord, forget me." And here we"re trying to twist God"s arm and force God, and you know, cause God to bend to our wills.

Paul prayed; He got an answer. It wasn"t the answer that he was praying for. Many times, this is true. God doesn"t give us what we ask for because He has something better. And what God had for Paul was a greater revelation of Himself. "Paul, no matter what you"re going through, my grace is sufficient for you. I"m going to see you through, Paul." "My grace is sufficient for you and my strength will be made perfect in your weakness."

Now you see, this new revelation gave Paul a totally new attitude towards the thorn. Rather than complaining and griping and saying, "Oh God, take it away. God, remove this thing," he says, "Oh, all right. I glory in that thorn, you know, because through it I"ve come to a deeper relationship with God where I know more of His power in my life than I"ve ever known before." "A messenger of Satan to buffet me." But God has turned it into an instrument of His to bring me into a greater experience of God"s power working in my life. And so I take pleasure in this weakness. Because when I am weak, hey, then I"m really strong. The changed attitude that came to Paul through prayer.

And many times that"s the greatest effect of prayer, and the greatest answer to prayer is not the taking us out of the circumstance, but God"s all-sufficient grace taking us through the circumstance with great victory in our hearts. A far greater witness to the world. That if, in going through this trial, in going through it I maintain a happy, joyful spirit of victory in my heart, that"s a far greater witness than if I forced God to, you know, come to my rescue and save me out of this dilemma. Paul said,

I am [have] become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me [but you"ve forced me to do it]: for I ought to have been commended of you [for really all the while you should be commending me] ( 2 Corinthians 12:11 ):

"Here I . . . you"re forcing me to commend myself. But I should have been commended by you." 

for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing ( 2 Corinthians 12:11 ).

Interesting, isn"t it? "Hey, I"m not behind any of those chief apostles but I"m nothing." God help us to realize that. We are all nothing. And when you think you"re something, then you"ve deceived yourself and you"re in a dangerous position. When you really think, begin to think that you are something. God said, "My grace is sufficient for you, Paul."

Whatever God does for you, He does on the basis of His grace, not because you deserve it. But because He is so loving and kind, and thus, each of us can experience the all-sufficient grace of God "cause none of us deserve it. Gives God the opportunity to work.

Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds ( 2 Corinthians 12:12 ).

Now Paul here declares that a mark of the apostle was really the gift of miracles. There were signs and wonders and mighty deeds. This is a part of the credentials, you might say, of an apostle in those days. That"s one of the things that they look for in an apostle. That there have . . . that they have these mighty deeds wrought through their ministry. 

For what is it wherein ye were inferior to other churches, except it be that I myself was not burdensome to you? forgive me this wrong ( 2 Corinthians 12:13 ).

"The only thing that you were inferior to other churches is that you didn"t give any money. I mean, you didn"t support me. And so forgive me this wrong, but,"
Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you [I"m going to come to you the third time]; and I will not be burdensome to you [this time either]: for I seek not yours [for I do not seek what you have], but [I seek] you ( 2 Corinthians 12:14 ):

I love that. "I"m not here because I"m wanting to be enriched. I"m here because I love you. I don"t want your possessions, I want you." 

for the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children ( 2 Corinthians 12:14 ).

You know, I shouldn"t be inheriting from my kids. They should be inheriting from me. I should be laying up for them. I shouldn"t go and say, "Hey, son, I really need some help this week. Can you help your old man out, you know?" They do, they follow this. They believe this scripture. They come and say, "Hey dad, can you help me out?" That"s the way it should be and I love it.

And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you ( 2 Corinthians 12:15 );

I love that. Don"t you? This attitude of Paul towards them. "Hey, I don"t want what you"ve got. I want you. And I"m glad to spend and be spent for you. As a parent, I want to lay up for you. You don"t need to lay up anything for me. I will very gladly spend and be spent for you."
though [it"s interesting, there"s a paradox] the more I love you, [the less it seems that you love me] the less I be loved. But be it so, I did not burden you: nevertheless, being crafty, I caught you with guile. Did I [seek to] make gain of you by any of them whom I sent unto you? I desired Titus, and with him I sent a brother. Did Titus [take advantage of you] make a gain of you? walked we not in the same spirit? walked we not in the same steps? Again, think ye that we excuse ourselves unto you? we speak before God in Christ: but we do all things, dearly beloved, for your edifying ( 2 Corinthians 12:15-19 ).

"We are there, and our desire is to build you up; our whole purpose is to build you up." You know, there is a subtle philosophy of ministry that is extremely important. And many people don"t catch it. You know, there are many people that come here from all over the world to discover the secret of Calvary Chapel. They want to find the secret and go back and do the same thing in their communities. And they sit for a couple services and they get hold of Romaine and say, "What"s your secret?" And he says, "We don"t have any." "Oh, come on, you can tell us." And there is a subtle thing here though. People don"t usually catch it. But Paul mentions it here.

There are many ministries that exist for the purpose of being ministered to. There are many radio programs that exist for the purpose of being ministered to. "Now folks, we want you to write in this week. We need your help and we"re going to be going off the air if you don"t support this ministry." This ministry is supported by God"s people. And they"re always presenting their needs and they are seeking to get you to minister to their needs. And they exist to be ministered to by the people.

That was not Paul"s ministry. Paul"s whole purpose was to minister to the people. Not to take from them, but to give to them. And so that is the philosophy upon which we founded Calvary Chapel: to give to the people, to minister to the people, not to seek to be ministered to by the people. And that is why you are never asked to give. We give you the opportunity, if you so desire, to give. And we say, "The ushers will come forward and receive." But we don"t say, "Now folks, we ask you not to give from the top of your purse but from the bottom of your heart," and you know, all these clichés and all, you know. We don"t do that kind of stuff. It"s there. If you can give cheerfully and hilariously, fine. If not, keep it, you know. And we"re very open with this because we are not here to be ministered to. We"re here to minister. We"re not here to receive. We"re here to give. And that"s the basic philosophy behind the ministry, and it was borrowed from Paul. We seek to build you up.

For I fear, lest, when I come ( 2 Corinthians 12:20 ),

Paul says, 

I shall not find you such as I would ( 2 Corinthians 12:20 ),

"I"m coming again this third time, and I"m afraid that I"m not going to find you like I would like to find you." 

and [I"m afraid] that I shall be found unto you such as ye would not [you"re going to find me not what you would like to see]: lest there be debates, envyings, wraths, strifes, backbitings, whisperings, swellings, tumults: And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed ( 2 Corinthians 12:20-21 ).

Paul is saying, "I am afraid that when I come, if things aren"t straightened up, that I"m going to really be bewailing you because God"s going to wipe some of you out." Actually what he"s declaring, he"s talking about some of them will actually be like Ananias and Sapphira. You remember how God struck them dead? And Paul is warning the Corinthians, "Unless you clean up your act, I"m afraid that I"m going to be standing at your funeral. That the power of God"s Spirit working through my ministry and my life will really come down heavy and hard and some of you will die."

Several years ago, we were approached by our supervisor to take a pastorate out in the Chino area, which we were rather reluctant to do. It was a large church, but the pastor who had been there who had founded the church had gotten into some moral improprieties and had to leave. The people were shattered, and the supervisor wanted me to go out and to take that church and try to pull it together. And so we went out and we spoke at the church and other pastors went and spoke at the church, and the church was then to vote upon receiving a pastor. And I told the supervisor that I didn"t think that I was interested, that I had a smaller church but I enjoyed being where I was and the ministry I had to those people. And yet, in my heart I sort of felt that God was asking me to go there. That was really God"s will but I was trying to fight it, because I didn"t necessary care for the area to live and I enjoyed living where I was at the time. And so, they were to have a church membership meeting and to vote. And the supervisor said, "Well, would it be all right with you if I left your name on the ballot as they vote for their pastor? Would it be all right with you if I left your name on the ballot?" I said, "Well, yes, as long as I don"t have to go. You know, I still have the option of not going." He said, "Yeah, you . . . I won"t force you to go, but I"d like to have your name on the ballot."

So I said to my wife, I said, "You know, we"ll put a fleece out to the Lord, and if on the first ballot the church would vote unanimously to have me as their pastor, then we know it"s God"s will and I"ll go." I figured I was, you know, covering my bases, and in sort of a cheating kind of a thing, but I didn"t want really, want to go in my heart. But yet I felt, you know, that God was saying, "Go." So we received a phone call from the chairman of the board and he said, "Pastor Smith," he said, "the church voted tonight for their new pastor, and on the first ballot, they voted unanimously to ask you to come as their pastor." And I said, "Are you sure it was unanimous?" He said, "Yes." I said to Kay, "What do we do now?" She said, "Well, it looks like we better go." So we prepared to go out there.

Well, the Wednesday night before we were to start on the Sunday, there was a lady in the church who decided to get a group of people together to support the pastor who had to leave because of the moral improprieties and to try to block our coming. And so she had started this little undercurrent in the church. Started calling people, and started this undercurrent in the church against us. That Wednesday evening, prior to our going on Sunday, she was struck by a car and killed. A very interesting thing. Because I definitely believe it was a situation like with Paul. "I don"t want to be grieving over you, you know, if I come and find you in these conditions, and I find myself really grieving over you." God will deal severely, if He has to, with His church and for His church. And on other occasions we have had things like this happen. No, not that I am of Paul, or that I"m anything, but it"s God"s work, and a person who dares to lay their hand against God"s work is really putting himself in a very precarious position.

I wouldn"t dare touch the work of God. I could relate other similar stories that we have seen. But a person who takes upon himself to touch the work of God is putting himself in a very precarious position and Paul is warning them of this. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-14
Now he said,

This is the third time I am coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established. [For] I told you before, and foretell you [I"m telling you again], as if I were present [with you], the second time; and being absent now I write to them which heretofore have sinned, and to all other, that, if I come again, I will not spare ( 2 Corinthians 13:1-2 ):

"I"m going to be really hard on you this next time."
Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you. For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you. [So you better] Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith ( 2 Corinthians 13:3-5 );

I mean, Paul is saying, "Look, I"m going to come, and it"s going to be heavy. I"m going to come, not in weakness, but in the power of God"s Spirit to deal with the issues that are there in Corinth. And so you better examine yourselves, because this is going to be a heavy-duty thing when I arrive."
You remember when Paul was on the isle and ministering to the governor Sergius Paulus, and the guy was listening and very interested, and this sorcerer Elymas started to say things against Paul. And God turned and said, or Paul turned and said, "God smite you with blindness, man!" And immediately the guy was blind and everybody feared, you know. They said, "Wow, what kind of a preacher is this?" You know. And they gave greater attendance to the Lord.

But Paul says, "Hey, when I"m coming, I"m coming in power. Even Christ was crucified in weakness, but He was raised in power. And I"m weak in Christ, but hey, I"m coming in the power. And so you better examine yourself to see if you be in the faith and,"
prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be [unless you"re] reprobates? But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates. Now I pray to God that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates ( 2 Corinthians 13:5-7 ).

Or, "you consider us as reprobates."
For we can do nothing against the truth, but [only] for the truth. For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: and this also we wish, even your perfection ( 2 Corinthians 13:8-9 ).

Isn"t that glorious? Here the guys are giving Paul a bad time speaking against him and all, and yet his heart towards them is that they might be perfected. He"s longing, he said, "I wish that you were strong and I was weak. I would, I desire your perfection."
Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being [when I am] present I should use sharpness, according to the power which the Lord hath given me to edification, and not to destruction ( 2 Corinthians 13:10 ).

"I don"t want to come with the power of destruction. I want to come and build you up."
Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect [Okay, the word there is fully mature, grow up], be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you ( 2 Corinthians 13:11 ).

So these beautiful exhortations of Paul: be fully matured, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace.

Greet one another with a holy kiss ( 2 Corinthians 13:12 ).

In some of the churches in the eastern part of the world, in Greece and all, they, Italy, you know, you go in, and the guys would kiss you in each cheek, you know. They still practice that in the church, of greeting one another with a holy kiss. You walk in, Arrividerci, brother. I can"t quite handle it, but . . . 

All the saints salute you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all ( 2 Corinthians 13:13-14 ).

Notice the Trinity here in Paul"s benediction. "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all." So Paul joins the Father, Son and Spirit in this benediction to the Corinthian epistle.

Thank You, Father, for Your word, a lamp to our feet, a light to our path. May we walk in its truth. Help us, Father, help us to grow, help us to become fully matured. Help us, Lord, to walk in unity, to walk in love, to live in peace. Help us, Father, to experience Your all-sufficient grace so that we will learn, Lord, to rejoice in tribulation. For we know that it works patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope. Lord, that we might realize that You are in control of those circumstances by which we are surrounded. And so we just commit the keeping of our souls to You through Jesus. Amen.

Next week, the first two chapters of Galatians. As we move along, it just gets gooder and gooder. So do your homework. Read Galatians this week. Get your background, so that as we gather together again next Sunday night, we might again be enriched through the word of God, the love of Christ, the power of the Spirit. That we might grow up in all things in Christ Jesus, becoming matured in our walk with Him. May the Lord be with you and may His hand be upon you to bless you through this week as you experience more and more His love, His grace working in your life. In Jesus" name. "

